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Instructions for Performance:

diminuendo al niente

crescendo dal niente

General Notation:

accelerando for indicated duration

Play the contents of the box for the duration 
of the solid line. Do not sync with other players 
except where indicated

Computer Processing:

• The computer processing serves to distort the 
sound of the acoustic instruments gradually over the 
course of the piece

• Processing is controlled through a computer run-
ning Max/MSP 4.6 and cues are triggered by the 
sound engineer/operator 

Required Equipment:

• Macintosh or PC computer with Max/MSP 4.6 or 
later (or runtime equivalent) installed. 
• Audio interface
• At least 5 recording quality microphones (suitable 
for each instrument) 

Mixer

flute

Audio Interface

clarinet cello

violin

piano

mic inputs 
1-5

stereo aux send

inputs 1-2 outputs 1-2
aux returns
bus to main 
outs/monitor

Speaker L Speaker R

Monitor
Speaker

Stage

Suggested 2-Channel Setup

Program Note:
Mystification is an exploration of the juxtaposition between simplicity/complexity, 
consonance/dissonance, and clarity/distortion. This peice consists of two contradic-
tory trajectories. The acoustic instruments move from a highly complex and dissonant 
texture to a relatively simple and consonant one. At the same time, the computer pro-
cessing begins by simply amplifying the instruments. Over the course of the piece the 
computer begins to alter the sounds of the instruments, processing them with increas-
ing complexity. The result is a kind of mirror form with different versions of simplicity/
complexity, consonance/dissonance, and clarity/distortion at either end.  

Approximate duration: 6’
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


 


 

piano cue

mp




 

 













 
flz.






p




 

3



*Synchronize with piano


   

f

*repeat freely
piano cue

 poco accel 
   

p

piano cue
(fl/cl at q = 60, maintain tempo until m. 51)









mp

pizz.
(q = 60)









3



*repeat contents of box for duration of line
in sync with piano 

mp


 

f

*repeat freely
piano cue

poco accel 


 

p

(fl/cl at q = 60, maintain tempo until m. 50)
piano cue







 


mp

(q = 60)



 






3 3



cue all

  

*repeat freely
cue all

f

  

poco accel 

p

cue all
(fl/cl at q = 60, maintain tempo until m. 52)







(q = 60)



pp



mp










3 3


     







 

11
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































































































Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.














mp

ord.



 





3

mf




  

mf

flz.




 

ord.



 





  



 

 

mp










 




5



p

ord.



mf




  

  











mp


















sim.




    

5 3



p

arco





mf









 

p



mf



 


 

















sim.

 



     

3




sul A

mp










3

mf




  

mf

    




 

 

mp




 

















3

5 3




mp



mf




 




    






 







3












 



 


















 


    

mp

        

5 3

12
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F

F

58

Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.













f

sim.
   

ff






 





mf

 

mp



ppp







f

   

ff




 


 


  






  

mf




 

ppp





 





f

   

ff





  

mf

 




 

pp

 





f

sim.

   

ff





  


 













  








 


 







 

mf










 

mp




 


  

ppp






 







f





 











ff






 































3



mf





 















 

3



mp









 

pp





 







3

3 3 3 3 3



    






 









13
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























































































































Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.













p





  
3

mf sp

  



mf










3



mp

  

mf





loco

p

 



p

    
3

mf sp

   

mf

  
3

  





mp

 

mf


 

p







 


 
3



p





  
3

mf sp

 




 

mf









 pizz.

  

3

 

arco

mp mf

  
   

sul D

p










5



p

    

3

mf sp

 






mf









pizz.
  

3



arco

p mf




 
  

sul D

p

 



p



 













3

mf sp











 

mf













3



mp







mf










mp








 

  



 


 


 

loco


 

   

 





5

14
























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69
































































































Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.













mp









 















mf




 











 



f





mf








3



mp





 


 








  
   

   

mf

  
  

flz.




 

ord.

f








mf f

   



















mf


 




    



f

pizz.









pizz. 

mp









 












 


arco


   

  


mf










 



  








pizz.

f




3



mp

















 













 



mf

   



   










mf f

 
 



3


  







 

 

loco

senza P

  



 

  



 







  senza P












3

15
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























rit. 

rit. 

























H

H

Gently q = 40

Gently q = 40









































































Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.












 



 p



mf




 to end

 





 





 

 


  


 



 p
mf  to end


 

 




  


 


  


 

mp



 

mf



 to end

 





pizz.




 

arco








pizz.


 



arco

mf

  

p



pp



mf  to end



 




 



pizz.




 

arco

 
   



mf



mp

 

mf to end




 




 








 

  



  

p

 



  senza P



loco







 

 

 
   



 

16



84
























































































































Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.




















 

  



 

 


  




 



 




 




  




arco


 

sul A


  



pizz.







arco








pizz.








 


 

 



pizz.





arco

 
  








 


 




 








  








senza P

 
 











 


 
  



 
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























90
































































































Fl.

Cl.

Vln.

Vc.

Pno.





















 

    




 













 



 




 

 











arco


  

sul A


  



pizz.







arco















pizz.


 




pizz. arco



 


 

 



pizz.



 

arco

 




 









 


 




 








  









  

 

 









 




 

P to end

  





 


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