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Instrumentation

Piccolo
2 Flutes
2 Oboes
English Horn
Eb Clarinet
Bb Clarinet
Bb Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons
Contrabasssoon

4 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in C
Tenor Trombone
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani
Percussion 1: Marimba
Percussion 2: Vibraphone (motor off), snare drum
Percussion 3: snare drum, triangle, tambourine, anvil
Percussion 4: bass drum
Piano

Strings

Score is in C
Accidentals apply to notes which they precede, and they continue to apply to these notes within the 
same measure and octave

Duration - c. 13 minutes



Program Note

Ripple when referring to sound is defined as 'to go on or proceed with an effect like that of water 
flowing in ripples.'

In this work I have interpreted this meaning very literally in that the opening grid of full orchestral 
stabs sets up a rhythmic framework from which a hocketed treatment arises of winds and strings 
supported by the brass and percussion. A secondary ripple is set in place with the more playful 
ideas in the woodwinds starting in bar 6 of the work. This material 'ripples' through the work in 
various guises: set contrapuntally in a very slow form in the middle section of the work as well as 
providing expressive focus when set for strings only about three quarters of the way through the 
piece. Of course the fast sections are always punctuated by this material set in its original 
scherzando form and serving to contrast the bold muscularity of the full orchestral hits punctuating 
the piece. 

In a formal sense the work is cast in a type of 5 part form with the original opening 'A' section 
appearing three times in varied form. The scherzando material forms the basis of the two 
contrasting 'B' sections: first, the slow expressive section where it is set in canon with itself and a 
second time for strings only where it is set in an intensified, more keenly expressive manner. Thus 
the work has a fairly traditional ABA'B'A” form with the materials all drawn from the opening ten 
or so measures.

The work was written at the Bundanon Artists Centre near the Shoalhaven river on the south coast 
of New South Wales in late 2002.
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Piccolo

Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe 1

Oboe 2

English Horn

Clarinet in Eb

Clarinet in Bb

Bass Clarinet

Bassoon 1

Bassoon 2

Contrabassoon

Horn in F 1, 3

Horn in F 2, 4

Trumpet in Bb 1

Trumpet in Bb 2

Tenor Trombone 

Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Percussion 3

Percussion 4

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello

Double Bass

Piano
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