Secret Life of Walter Mitty

One Act Opera in 10 Scenes

SCENE 1
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- —— But all he ever does is...I don't even know... I think half the time he isn't even paying
o) : attention. And he contradicts me and makes jokes. He knows how I hate being
contradicted when I know I am right. Sometimes I just want to take him and shake
some sense into him. If I could just make him mad once, that would be an improvement.
' - z A But he won't even get mad for me. He just shuts down, and I can see
%'\\:H—c—uﬂ =5 I - that his mind is somewhere out in space, somewhere I can't get at him.
SO 4 - g On the other hand, he has no right to get mad because I only do what I
¢ s ¢ g b b do to help him, and he's always wrong, anyway... He needs me.
Without me, he's helpless and lost. And he doesn't appreciate me at all.
/—L\\ ~ I do my duty by reminding him of everything he needs and everything
—o)—¢ “ = = he can't do by himself, and how does he repay me? He pays me no
#e 2 £ attention. If he does pay attention he whines and argues. He refuses to
budge unless I force him. And he can't do anything right! If I could
only know what's in that mind of his. I don't understand him at all.
Am I doing something wrong? No, of course not! Being wrong doesn't
get a persong anyplace. Being wrong is just... wrong!
Oh, Why didn't I marry someone else? Nobody else asked me!
That's why! It was either marry Walter or be an old maid!
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Mrs. Mitty (continue): be careful and don't drive too fast.

This isn'ta hydroplane race, you know.
You always want to drive like you're
in a race. One of these days you're
going to have accident and get us

into a big mess.

Walter: A big mess. Yes, I know.

The stage lights go down, and the scene changes to the cockpit of a Navy hydroplane.
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SCENE II

Cockpit of a Navy hydroplane.
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"Commander" Mitty stares for a few seconds at ice froming on the cockpit window. He walks over to a row of complecated

dials and begins to turn them.
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Msr. Mitty
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Wal - ter! You're dri - ving too fast!
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Walter: What?
Mrs. Mitty: Why are you driving so fast? Do you want to kill us? go more than forty.
Walter: Okay. Sorry. I'm slowing down now.
Mrs. Mitty: You were up to fifty-five. You know I don’t like to go more than forty.
Walter: I was just over the speed limit. I'm sorry. I won’t do it again.
Mrs. Mitty: You were going too fast!

They ride in silence for a moment.

Mrs. Mitty: You're tense up again. Its one of your days. I wish you'd let Dr. Renshaw look you over

Walter: I don't need a doctor. (aside) Ineed a therapist and a lawyer!
Mrs. Mitty: You're not as young as you used to be, and you’re not strong. You’re always catching
whatever is going around, and you’re tense most of the time. You need medical attention.
I’m going to call Dr. Renshaw and make an appointment for you.ointment. an appointment.
Walter: And Dr. Renshaw will lay hands on me and heal me?
Mrs. Mitty: Don't be a smart-aleck! You know I'm right.
379 Reapeted piano part is to be played while the characters are acting.
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He stops the car because they have arrived at the beauty parlor. She gets out.
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s :élg - Mrs. Mitty: Remember to get those
o .C - —z overshoes and Puppy biscuits
e e ———— while I'm having

‘ ——— my hair done.

1 - N~ 1 . Walter: I don't need overshoes.

%‘:‘—TF&;j - e - F&% Mrs. Mitty: We’ve been all through that
: L | LL : R o a thousand times. You caught a

4-week-long bout of bronchitis
last year because your feet got wet.
Walter: I remember. (aside) You
tortured me through all four
weeks of it. I can never look
at a musterd plaster and a cup
of lemon tea in the face again.
Mrs. Mitty: Why don't you wear your gloves?
Have you lost your gloves?
Walter: No. Dear. My gloves are here,
and they are safe. I'm even
thinking of insuring them.
Mrs. Mitty: Don't be impertinent. I only
want what's good for you.
Put them on.

WALTER reaches into a pocket, brings out the gloves and puts them on.
Exit Mrs. Mitty. Walter removes the gloves and begins to drive.

Walter: There’s the hospital.
I might as well admit myself
now and get it over with.
She’ll have me in there eventually.
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SCENE 1V
A corridor and an operationg room of a hospital
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Enter Dr. Prichard-Mitford, nervous, gasping and perspiring. He is wearing a surgical mask which he has pulled down around
his neck and a large, oversized stethoscope.
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Mitty frantically fiddles with a lot of dials on the anesthetiser machine.
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The voice of the parking lot attendant breaks into Walter's daydream.
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Parking Attendant: You're in the wrong lane. Mac!
What are you trying to do,
kill someone?
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Parking Attendant: No! You'll just make it worse.

Leave her sit there. I'll put
her away. Ok?

)

ﬁ%

"

%E

Walter: Gee. Yeah. I am in the
wrong lane. I'll pull out.

The Parking Attendant shakes his head, giggles
and walks away with the keys in his hands.

Walter: They're so damned cocky. They think they know everything. These young kids. Anyhow, why am
I here? Oh, Overshoes! Mustn't forget the overshoes. She'll read me the Riot Act if I forget the
overshoes. The fate of the world depends on me keeping my feet dry. I have to wear overshoes
and gloves like a kid, just because I caught bronchitis last year.
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Walter: Now what? What was that other thing she said I have to get? Kleenex? Squibb's? Razor blades? Puppy biscuits?
No. Toothpaste, toothbrush, bicarbonate, carborundum, initiative and referendum? I give up. She'll remember, though.
"Where's the what's-it's-name?" she'll ask. "Don't tell me you forgot the what's-it's-name." She'll never let me hear the end of it.
She'll torture me until I die from the pain of her voice needling my brain. That'll show her. I'll die, and she'll be sorry.
Murder by nagging. I'm sure there's a law against that somewhere.
The stage goes dark.
SCENE VI
A courtroom during a trial
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A pretty young woman screams and runs into Walter's arms.
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SCENE VII

Lights are back. Walter is again on street, carrying his box from the shoe store.
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He returns a moment later carrying a plastic shopping bag with a box of dog biscuits in it, in addition to the shoebox containing
his new overshoes. He walks until he reaches the hotel where he is to meet Mrs. Mitty. He enters the lobby and sits in a big
leather chair. He sees a copy of US News and World Report on a table and picks it up.
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SCENE VIII

A World War I Royal Air Force Barrack

Sounds of cannons in the distance
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A ] Sergeant: The cannonading has got the wind up in young Raleigh, sir. I think he's coming
= : down with battle fatigue.
i
Walter: Get him to bed with the others. I'll fly alone.
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Walter is inviting Sergeant to sing with him
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Sergeant has another drink with Walter, salutes to him and leaves the scene.
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Walter is humming the song
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The scene changes back to the hotel, with Walter sitting in the leather chair. Mrs. Mitty appears.
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SCENE IX
A hotel lobby

Mrs. Mitty has hit

Walter on the shoulder Walter: ...Ow! Mrs. Mitty: What? What do you mean? Did you get the what’s-it’s-name.
The puppy biscuit? What’s in that box?
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(They walk out of the hotel)

The overshoes you told me to buy.
Mrs. Mitty: Couldn’t you have put them on in the store?
I was thinking. Does it ever occur to you that I am sometimes thinking?
Mrs. Mitty: I'm going to take your temperature when I get you home.

Mrs. Mitty: Wait here for me. I forgot something. I won’t be a minute.



63

Mrs. Mitty goes into the drugstore. Walter takes out a cigarette and lights it.
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Walter: but she won't let me go inside the store where it's warm, She'll be there at least 20 minutes. I timed her last time she forgot
something and made me wait outside. That time it was hot outside. I was almost roasted when she finally came out.
I don't dare go inside, though. Facing a firing squad would be more pleasant than hearing her screeching voice nagging at me.
She could shatter all the stained glass windows in a cathedral with that voice.

SCENE X

Somewhere in World War I France

Firing squad

Walter takes a drag on the cigarette, drops it and stamps it out.
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One of the three Firing Squad members tries to hand him a blindfold.
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Walter stands erect, with a look of disdain on his face The firing squad slowly raises their guns.
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Lights gradually fade out.
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The End
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