Secret Life of Walter Mitty

One Act Opera in 10 Scenes

Libretto by Kathy Minicozzi

SCENE I

Mrs. Mitty is sitting in the passenger seat of the car in front of their residence.
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* Part of Clarinet is written in C
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94
5 A Mrs. Mitty: But all he ever does is...I don't even know... I think half the time he isn't even
MM. Hes paying attention. And he contradicts me and makes jokes. He knows how I hate being
D] contradicted when I know I am right. Sometimes I just want to take him and shake
some sense into him. If I could just make him mad once, that would be an improvement.
But he won't even get mad for me. He just shuts down, and I can see
n I r 3 m . . . . 1 .
0 that his mind is somewhere out in space, somewhere I can't get at him.
Cl. He—1 f T T On the other hand, he has no right to get mad because I only do what I
o 2 7 * 3 h; do to help him, and he's always wrong, anyway... He needs me.
S Without me, he's helpless and lost. And he doesn't appreciate me at all.
— 3 A I do my duty by reminding him of everything he needs and everything
= ~ f i ~ he can't do by himself, and how does he repay me? He pays me no
VI ] —=% & attention. If he does pay attention he whines and argues. He refuses to
® Vi ! budge unless I force him. And he can't do anything right! If I could
only know what's in that mind of his. I don't understand him at all.
~ Am I doing something wrong? No, of course not! Being wrong doesn't
via | H= T T ! - get a persong anyplace. Being wrong is just... wrong!
& | Ho=d ; § < Oh, Why didn't I marry someone else? Nobody else asked me!
Va That's why! It was either marry Walter or be an old maid!
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Mrs. Mitty (continue): be careful and don't drive too fast. This isn't a hydroplane race, you know. You always want to drive like you're
in a race. One of these days you're going to have accident and get us into a big mess.

Walter: A big mess. Yes, I know.

The stage lights go down, and the scene changes to the cockpit of a Navy hydroplane.
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Enter "Commander" Walter Mitty, wearing a white dress uniform hat with all kinds of ribbons and decorations on it.
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"Commander" Mitty stares for a few seconds at ice froming on the cockpit window. He quickly walks over to a row of complecated dials
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369 Mrs. Mitty
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Walter: What?
Mrs. Mitty: Why are you driving so fast? Do you want to kill us?

Walter: Okay. Sorry. I'm slowing down now.
Mrs. Mitty: You were up to fifty-five. You know I don’t like to go more than forty.
Walter: I was just over the speed limit. I’'m sorry. I won’t do it again.

Mrs. Mitty: You were going too fast!
They ride in silence for a moment.

Mrs. Mitty: You're tense up again. Its one of your days. I wish you'd let Dr. Renshaw look you over

Walter: I don't need a doctor. (aside) I need a therapist and a lawyer!

Mrs. Mitty: You’re not as young as you used to be, and you’re not strong. You're always catching
whatever is going around, and you’re tense most of the time. You need medical attention.
I’m going to call Dr. Renshaw and make an appointment for you.ointment.

Walter: And what will Dr. Renshaw do, lay hands on me and heal me?

Mrs. Mitty: Don't be a smart-aleck! You know I'm right.
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He stops the car because they have arrived at the beauty parlor. She gets out.
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Mrs. Mitty: Remember to get those

overshoes and Puppy biscuits
while I'm having
my hair done.

Walter: I don't need overshoes.
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Mrs. Mitty: We’ve been all through that
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a thousand times. You caught a

4-week-long bout of bronchitis
last year because your feet got wet.
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Walter: I remember. (aside) You
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tortured me through all four

weeks of it. [ can never look
at a musterd plaster and a cup

of lemon tea in the face again.

Mrs. Mitty: Why don't you wear your gloves?
Have you lost your gloves?
Walter: No. Dear. My gloves are here,

e ———— ¢ ’ and they are safe. I'm even

thinking of insuring them.

Mrs. Mitty: Don't be impertinent. I only

want what's good for you.
Put them on.
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WALTER reaches into a pocket, brings out the gloves and puts them on. Exit Mrs. Mitty. Walter removes the gloves and begins to drive.
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WALTER: There’s the hospital. T might as well admit myself now and get it over with. She’ll have me in there eventually.
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SCENE IV

A corridor and an operationg room of a hospital
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Doc-tor Prit-chard -  Mit-ford from Lon-don has the case.
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Enter Dr. Prichard-Mitford, nervous, gasping and perspiring. He is wearing a surgical mask which he has pulled down around his neck

and a large, oversized stethoscope.
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Lets go to the o-pe-ra-ting room. Thereis no time to spare.
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Mitty, the pretty nurse, and Dr. Pritchard-Mitfird walk down the corridor and into the operating room.
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Mitty frantically fiddles with a lot of dials on the anesthetiser machine.
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The Pretty Nurse hands Dr. Mitty a ballpoint pen.
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He pulls something out of the machine and inserts (at measure 493) the pen in its place.
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Walter reaches into his pocket and gives his car keys to the attendant.
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The Parking Attendant shakes his head, giggles and walks away with the keys in his hands.
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Walter proceedes to dance with imaginary genie
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Walter starts to walk as if looking for a shoe store. He finds one and walks into one.
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He comes back onstage carrying a shoebox.
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Walter: Now what? What was that other thing she said I have to get? Kleenex? Squibb's? Razor blades? Puppy biscuits?

No. Toothpaste, toothbrush, bicarbonate, carborundum, initiative and referendum? I give up. She'll remember, though.
"Where's the what's-it's-name?" she'll ask. "Don't tell me you forgot the what's-it's-name." She'll never let me hear the end of it.
She'll torture me until I die from the pain of her voice needling my brain. That'll show her. I'll die, and she'll be sorry.

Murder by nagging. I'm sure there's a law against that somewhere.

The stage goes dark.

SCENE VI

A courtroom during a trial
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He hands a huge automatic rifle with a 3-foot barrel to Walter.
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Walter raises his hand and silences the attorneys.
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A pretty young woman screams and runs into Walter's arms.
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The Districk Attorney roughfly pulls the young woman away from Walter.
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Walter punches The Districk Attorney on the chin. The stage lights go immidiately out.
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SCENE VII

Lights are back. Walter is again on street, carrying his box from the shoe store. Walter goes offstage

Walter: Puppy biscuts! Now I remember!
Puppy biscuits! But what kind?! T only
remember that it says "Puppies bark for it"

on the box.
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He returns a moment later carrying a plastic shopping bag with a box of dog biscuits in it,
in addition to the shoebox containing his new overshoes. He walks until he reaches the
hotel where he is to meet Mrs. Mitty. He enters the lobby and sits in a big leather chair.
He sees a copy of US News and World Report on a table and picks it up.
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SCENE VIII

A World War I Royal Air Force Barrack

Sounds of cannons in the distance

905 cannons
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Sergeant: The cannonading has got the wind up in young Raleigh, sir. I think he's coming down
i with battle fatigue.

0 ‘ Walter: Get him to bed with the others. I'll fly alone.
el :%9 ‘ Sergeant: But you can't, sir. It takes two men to handle that bomber, and Archies are pounding
the hell out of the air. Von Richtman's circus is between here and Saulnier. You'll
never get through alone.
—~ )
v | =
D]
~ ~
ey —gers o2
vie | 38== Z 5

=
R D
RRRN

la) mn f: | | 4
— —— : i — — ——r
s { ce o . rr . RS L N R T I g - L
& . — — | .
Von Rich-man is an ace. He'll fill your plane full of  holes like Em-men-ta-ler
0 ) I I I I ]
cl. 8 | | | | |
D]
1 on
O
V.| =2
D}
| | ) )
via. [ {85
Ve. 5 %
n o) I/\’Sﬂ |m|
== = T o —— e = 5
H-a—g o e , oi®” 2 te =
= 7s iF =7 f
‘ S
n) | b he— T
E= ==
[iace to =S T f

104



912

ol 8 A
& W NS
° e
ﬁ 8
=
™ =
ﬁ- z
g (N )
g
L IToNe—  ~T]%
|ﬂ| 1w |.w|P|nH| nmu
|| 8
(11 k=
el m
ol E
N M
il
i
Im--- % [ ~q |WI g
TN 2 ™ ™ ™ ™ ™
i o " i
ol g Hﬁw Jl _ L) I
B NG
>
<
i
fa)
! [ | |
5]
\E m g > ™ ™ >
n
TT9™ —--. —--. -
- L L) .l e — RN
| l—.’ < III’ < II.‘ < ﬂl
. Jf vf vf
- e mm TR m,m--um § L1 ITTRA
)
M m ¢ ~d ~d Al |l [ v
=
Q
oy o N NG arse o 3
AL M NP 9 a a
B g @) = r B -
& > = >

917

_| e _| L _|
N e CHTTT® P
i w ﬁ ___.pmJ ﬁunﬁ_mJ ﬁ ® --“mnfmJ U )
ol s
2
[ N m ~d e © ~d d
3
[ ¥ m o o 9 O
L L P am; L
il s S LIS ] / LI,
] L] ===
ﬁ e ﬁ e ﬁ.--e
ﬁ e e -c< 3.-J.<
; fﬁ-ff--f HIIEN I
B me s 3§ 9| § | § RN TS
ol 5
[
ol B
o [| [ [| -.w.o T uﬁpl
bl 2
A =
e \ )
w2 L i
oll S '
[}
ol z
[ YRR
\ & _
siI| L
2
1z
£
| £
n
5] 1
&
|2
T & i AAP
i
atp = =
o I\ N
W. — " N N S
&) W Wa W

105



Sir.
Pp
pPp

please,
sul pont.
arco
sul pont. #
sul pont.

&

H e
e

Yes,

bran - dy?
pizz.

rp

of

Spot

N
##/
r. =i
#®
.

38—
$3 3
—38—
ﬁ. ¥ ¥
mf ——
8

I'm go-ing o - ver.

72

=

NN

it.
—3
433
mf ——

e fr
de-pend on

)

D) #5}’

921
&)

e

I

B8

|

Lk

Ik

INTT®

Lk

INTI®

Serg. ey

V1.
Vla.

Ve.

wy

3 1
bit of a

a

that was

Ay

Well,

7]
</

I

N
fa
<

m

Sounds of cannons
in the distance
cannons .
O

1o
T

AN

They drink it.

1O
O

W

1O

W

Walter pours a drink for
the sergeant and one for

himself.

926
ey

w. B
ClL. :@

VI

Ve.

foid

=

106




931

) =
=
H 9
2
o™ ]
£
1=
1
= S
<
I 0%
k=)
- ]
=
T o
<
&
L o
{1 w2
= e ™ ™
=
oM oM s
] ] - L
P | uer Mﬂ
e T N
. hi nwnl NN
At Atal OGN atiy At Al N 3
™| £
on
ol =
w
o
S !
[ In N2
dll &
[ !
. R
o
L x
o ™~ ~rd e
8
NS
oM = u.n.l_._.o .Mul u..:Y LR
m | I
aca TN N aca aeAl Al a
Hie i
i
LHAS L[S
Lie® Lwps L e
; <
wl g s : s
=
3 b
L [
) N
o NEre <N arap 0] oy
¥ ¥ iihsd A o)
; 50 — S
W 5 Q
%)

Walter pours himself another
brandy and tosses it off.

A ﬁF
s LAl HH
i
I _ulum T
_| L)
_. o TR m
I [
] _. R _.n--- Iy
--HE ,w n_“ Ah.w--
T m .vn_mJ_. n---n_mJ --.vn_mJ I n_mJ
Rl
ﬁ 5
ol m 1
)
okak atat; atiat e,
~
QL % [
ol S
|
\ER hru. ™~ ™G ™
Ol Nl o
A Ty Rin | e [ Sa\
oal oReR et acn o
I
P
F% 3
S il o
u.mml m \ _hn N xS I
Ol Ul
[}
Sl 2 s -
-
g S = m g

107



941

Serg. :é

Sir.

man could hold his bran - dy like you

ne-ver see a

31

A 31 31
. n n

T

|

L4

mf’

3 1
n-
2
B

Bl TN o]
S S
1 1
TS (eS|
P
I

=)
Z
S

i)

3N

946

n N s Al
© ) 1N O | TTTY
7r-- ﬁ-- 7r --J
T T e
| 2
MK W/. _Iml b N Xk
| =
o
e
=
=
T1®| ©
=)
o
™
[}
19| =
=
'
-
19| ==
g 2 _umn nuo uwn unu.n
=SS
S
| NEE—
=
Al 2
=
St
o 8
'
-
< -
LT 8 %ﬂ I \
P (e}
=}
H D
2 \ER
=
=3
H- ©
ﬁ 2
© =}
L& ©
] ,
u e
i1
= ™ ™ T ™~
H o a
>~
o o o o
am N Pan o
N L.”iY iy 1.3 b
T L
L i L”il
T TN Tl b |
v o]o'
W Nk pee B A
B N ! - f
on = . S -
= @] = ] o
@ > = >

108



951

w.

> )
1))
[>)

what

Af -ter all,

your par - don,

hell.

ki - lo-me-ter through

It's for-ty

Sir.

beg - ging

But

:j’

(8]

122 AR

dlp e 8T

agAl el CEN
]

1

>~ e ™~
o o Un
.nn.‘- N
Au@d q m

mf’

Serg. |

fa)
)” A
o %

Vla. ||

Ve.

955

31

oy iy il
ey e o
[| 7r I._._.om.. 7r-l-m.. 7rl m._ TN m.. W NTT®
(5]
. m ™~ ™~ > ™~ ™~ g
= o o o o
HE (™ P T TR e ki
o0
.S
o0
=
F--..m <
M- B B/ o N g o TRITR
™~ ¢ ¢ ™~ > ™ ~g
9 9 o o
X | T [wr-
e T
i
I 2
LB L JEY Y @n 19TR’ —
ML — g ™ ™ ~ g
o tUn Nn
T e P am: H
M [P s 1) i1 ot LILE
ﬁ < il
ol | @
[ ﬁ e & ﬁ 1B | & @n $TR’
rllm ™~ > ™~ ™ e
e on o
Y| ] -« H
i e LRI Al e -
;s < Rl
ol | =T
1 o m_ ﬁ T ﬁ.--e & e & NN
™~
o~
e nm ] 1
~ g A ~ A
ML M pee B @ R @
W. G = . S S~
> = >



960

e
el NnG
” e Y ik i
" e e T i ] n |
e akan e et _| ol 2 _| L q_lv Q_M
i | Al e Pl JIINE RS ol A
] M _l .:o _l Tk W_ _l 8§ _l it § ] ™
1 19 > ™
L] M [ VAN Wpc Xk I u o
P Wc uun/.o nnm | FYaN 7 \ 3R
Iz |l il 2
i © ] T L/ o N il <
Hre _| _| g _| L) _| _|
™ n_“ oy o HH ® 1 o L.El e ﬂ 178 ], ﬂ R ml Ml_ TR NTT®
] . L1 TR L & 1 ol N
toll L) LT e g LjmE L U o N
..\.H-\ m il el m U rd ™
L ] _| iB m 3 o T
ﬁ fly i s | - (11N
e | g S A .%__|% 2 a 2 AN ml / | R
R 1 & 1IR3 MR (LN Ll ) L e [ 1N ey
S M _l ™= _l : _l ~d MY il W \\HW. kt
™~ L
>~ HH T M
0 il o il | e _| DHI m _| ™ _| h
s H . L 2R w| | LU o L i
_. s L N o e e i o = I ] _l & W_ D RITR
Q B —- =T | | & M 8 o T N
uﬂm|l m \\\\u _l ™ _l I w m _l m 0y 0A| ¢
T e .F|< < e \ o T
..M ﬁ s < ﬁ [ 1 9 S, I $TH - a“nl .M N hEaE Iukdwa.MvD/ ]
_. e & _. { JIE] M-S e K| 8 ‘\H ]
o |||_|U m_ A R B ™~y & L] Wc |||_.' ] _\ |
= o il . g= _\
s i H . L] TR ' _\ o |1 ©
- fa [ Mh m.ll N = of [ M H
e 1) N ] 7r I\ N 7r wﬂ 7r W || m.. N 10N
= _\ T _\ T _\ < E Mw ot M I
HH » T ~ H .
ma o [T]T™ e P 19 M y .u.uv .S e
5 ﬁ 3y ﬁ e & ﬁ-- 3 TS T " g ikt Ik il 1] i / e
M ._npu H~ - N ™ e atiat ak A d
g
el ™~ L]
I ™ L
< L . -
q“n./_.i ”nuc P T HuﬂH T 2R m
Ev ===
HHH m L N N |er% uEF
ey el e kb
o T P Y Bix & i NTT® S
= _l |||_||_M|m,. _l ) m_ _l|| § uwn § K=y ﬁ _
[} A = o - —
R <
.m ™ 1 ki 1%,. 0 ) ﬁ ) _ _ Uv
~d . - () )nnm
e M ° Lo ) acel :
! o1 il __|W. ~ o ) LN agall i .. 5
§ T %=X £ ATh o ha I v BN e I+ 5
I ._._Mﬂ B A A 5 o Au@d \ |||.| ~ f S
Au@\o Au%d m . 3.7 f S S > W g
— _ = = S
O > >

110



jar-dins d'mon

les

31
381
3 1

rope!

Dans

Eu
S

of

te

==

e

3 1
| —

J- =108

T
1 0]
o]
(o]
y (3

jo o o & [éd & o

te
all
b
wf
">
mf’
PN
T,
ol (&

z 2

Ty
z 2

7]

be
e
i
L1
LT

France and

_i L

| —
o &

mf

| —

mf
mf

te
We will save
e
P
DI
LT,
T (&

>

(7]

King!

| —

381 3 1 3 1 31
38— 1 3 1 38— 1 3 1

3 1 38 1 3 1 3 1

Accel.
the

o o o &

stars!

¢ e e B e~

God save

3 1

®

31

A 31

=)

V1.
Vla.

V1.

fe

y (3

111

33— 1 3 1 38— 1 3 1

D)




981

las sont fleu -

les i

re,

jar-dins d'mon pe -

les

dans

fleu - ris;

las sont

li

les

fo

M

T
>

Nl e
i
| oln 111}
A
===
| ollN L1L)
[y
'y LA
E==
i
b oln L11)
e
[ oln L11)
e
Nl I
i
b oln L11)
"
| L)
™ m )

W.

Vla. ||

Ve.

Walter is inviting Sergeant to sing with him
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Sergeant has another drink with Walter, salutes to him and leaves the scene.
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Walter is humming the song
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The scene changes back to the hotel, with Walter sitting in the leather chair. Mrs. Mitty appears.
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SCENE IX

A hotel lobby

Mrs. Mitty has hit Walter on the shoulder. Walter: ..Ow!

Mrs. Mitty: What? What do you mean? Did you get the what’s-it’s-name.
The puppy biscuit? What’s in that box?

Walter: The overshoes you told me to buy.
Mrs. Mitty: Couldn’t you have put them on in the store?
Walter: I was thinking. Does it ever occur to you that I am sometimes thinking?

Mrs. Mitty: I'm going to take your temperature when I get you home.
(They walk out of the hotel)

Mrs. Mitty: Wait here for me. I forgot something. I won’t be a minute.

Mrs. Mitty goes into the drugstore. Walter takes out a cigarette and lights it.
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Mrs. Mitty goes into the drugstore. Walter takes out a cigarette and lights it.
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Walter: but she won't let me go inside the store where it's warm, She'll be there at least 20 minutes. I timed her last time she forgot

something and made me wait outside. That time it was hot outside. I was almost roasted when she finally came out.

I don't dare go inside, though. Facing a firing squad would be more pleasant than hearing her screeching voice nagging at me.

She could shatter all the stained glass windows in a cathedral with that voice.

SCENE X

Somewhere in World War I France

Firing squad

Walter takes a drag on the cigarette, drops it and stamps it out.
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Walter stands erect, with a look of disdain on his face The firing squad slowly raises their guns.
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Lights gradually fade out.
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The End
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