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The office of MR. ERWIN MARTIN, Head of the Filing Department at F&S Company in New York City.  
The year is 1943.  Mr. Martin is seated at his desk, studying a stack of papers.  
He stops, takes off his glasses and sits back in his chair.
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SCENE I

Andy Aand

THE CATBIRD SEAT
Opera in one act and three scenes

Libretto by Kathy Minicozzi

Piano Score
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                          Mrs. Ulgine Barrows!
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Exit Mrs. Barrrows, with a grand gesture.
She almost bumps into Joey Hart, 
who is entering at the same time 
and who has heard the above exchange.
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Joey Hart (spoken): She must be a Dodger fan.  Red Barber 
                                 announces  the Dodger games over the 
                                 radio and he uses those expressions Ð 
                                 picked Ôem up down South.
                                 ÒSitting in the catbird seatÓ means sitting
                                 pretty like a batter with three balls and 
                                 no strikes against him, and Òtearing up the
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Enter MR. FITWEILER.  JOEY HART 
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Exeunt MR. FITWEILER and JOEY HART.  MR. MARTIN crosses to one of the Þling cabinets, 
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MR. MARTIN does not answer. MRS. BARROWS wanders about the ofÞce, taking it all in.
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The hallway and the living room of MRS. BARROW’S apartment on West Twelfth Street, later that night.  
Enter MR. MARTIN. He is getting ready to ring the bell to MRS. BARROW’S apartment but is undecided.
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MR. MARTIN looks quickly around the living room for a weapon. He Þnds andirons and a poker.  They wonÕt do.  It canÕt be that way.   
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He paces around, coming to a desk, on top of which he Þnds a metal letter opener. 
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He picks up the letter opener and tries its point against his wrist. 
ItÕs blunt. It wonÕt do.  He puts it back where he found it.
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MR. MARTIN becomes acutely conscious of the fantasy he has wrought, with 
cigarettes in his pocket and a drink prepared for him.  A vague idea stirs in his head.
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The idea begins to bloom in MR. MARTINÕS mind, strange and wonderful.
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MR. MARTIN takes another swallow of his drink, taps his cigarette out in an ashtray and puts the Camels on the coffee table.  
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Exit MR. FITWEILER.  
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MR. MARTIN crosses to his desk, sits, stretches contentedly, smiles and returns to work on the Þle he was working on at the beginning of the scene.
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