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The office of MR. ERWIN MARTIN, Head of the Filing Department at F &S Company in New York City.

The year is 1943. Mr. Martin is seated at his desk, studying a stack of papers.

He stops, takes off his glasses and sits back in his chair.
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Rub out!

Mr. M. (spoken) My plan is to rub out

I like those words.

Mrs. Ulgine Barrows!
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Enter Mrs. Ulgine Barrows, who strides up to Mr. Martin.
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MR. MARTIN does not answer. MRS. BARROWS wanders about the office, taking it all in.
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SCENARY CHANGE

SCENE 11

The hallway and the living room of MRS. BARROW'’S apartment on West Twelfth Street, later that night.

Enter MR. MARTIN. He is getting ready to ring the bell to MRS. BARROW'’S apartment but is undecided.
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MRS. BARROWS appears in her living room,

MR. MARTIN. rings the bell to

crosses to the door, opens it, and stands in the doorway.

MRS. BARROW'’S apartment.
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Ms. B.

MRS. BARROWS closes the apartment door.

MR. MARTIN runs past MRS. BARROWS, accidentally bumping her.

accel.
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MRS. BARROWS continues to laugh as she

starts to help MR. MARTIN off with his coat.
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MR. MARTIN drapes his coat over a chair

near the door but leaves his gloves on.
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Mr. M.

MR. MARTIN looks quickly around the living room for a weapon. He finds andirons and a poker. They won't do. It can’t be that way.
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He paces around, coming to a desk, on top of which he finds a metal letter opener.
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Enter MRS. BURROWS, carrying two highballs.
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He picks up the letter opener and tries its point against his wrist.
It’s blunt. It won’t do. He puts it back where he found it.

D

/]/\

(from the kitchen)

S

I

Hey!

TV

88
b bet @

cigarettes in his pocket and a drink prepared for him. A vague idea stirs in his head.

MR. MARTIN becomes acutely conscious of the fantasy he has wrought, with
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He reaches for it and knocks over
a small brass jar, with a clatter.

MR. MARTIN gives a strange laugh.
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The idea begins to bloom in MR. MARTIN’S mind, strange and wonderful.
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MR. MARTIN crosses to the sofa and sits next to MRS. BARROWS
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He takes the pack of Camels out of his pocket and, with difficulty, takes out a cigarette.
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MS. BARROWS holds a match for him, laughing.
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awkwardly, and takes a gulp of the highball.

MR. MARTIN puffs on the cigarette, not too

Ms. B.
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MR. MARTIN clinks his glass against MS. BARROW'’S glass.
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another gulp of the highball.

MR. MARTIN takes

accel.
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Mr. M.

MR. MARTIN takes another swallow of his drink, taps his cigarette out in an ashtray and puts the Camels on the coffee table.
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He gets up, walks over and puts on his hat and coat.
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He lays an index finger against his lips.
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He sticks his tongue out at her and exits.
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SCENE III

MR. MARTIN’S office, the next morning.
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MR. MARTIN is at his desk, working on a file. JOEY HART is also present, at the filing cabinets.
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Enter MS. BARROWS
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Murmurings are heard, coming from Mr. Fitweiler’s office, offstage. JOEY HART exits

in the direction of the murmurings, to see what he can overhear. No distinct words can be heard.

JOEY HART gives up and goes back to the filing cabinet he had left. The murmurings stop.

There is the sound of a door slamming.
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Enter MR. FITWEILER, who walks over to MR. MARTIN’S desk.

=
N 3 “X
== Re) E= S
TR
Y
v
o [ d
Ml 2 Ad i YL
=
|| = D
|Dxur WJ _
A L)
i
~e ¢ .nw.’ n_mJ f..' Wl
[Susl AN \ N
VL E
-
mmJ r;_ W
\h —lell
® )
2
e M m "
i o
ﬁhn
® B ==
L
L"—I
|
)| |
i
E=s
M7 L
X
ku' N
| 3|4l
i
e B ==
[l
=
“Ty
' -
o
8
I o
—e Ww ] MR
===
2 & N ﬂ#
o —
=
=

Suny| Supy| Sunyl
-
3 %;- “3
>
Nk
E zj.
1 <
N | T
Ex3 A
lll.
~
|
[aeay| ymnq ey
5
2 e
111# -~ T
I . L
fehx
g
= ~¢ e L)
1 i
= AL il
£ N T
=
=
~¢ i’/ ¢
‘3\
B =
rd L
o m g LI
g
ol
=
p_mJ (1 w g ~d
&
N3 g e Nl
& [ N\
=
S |
m | u"ﬂ.-...l‘
=
£ -
| 717 ~d
g
g ~¢ B ] 1A
172]
3
h I’
R [ N
z T T
+ NG + DY ﬂ/
A i o
—

Mr. M.

30



518

Mr. M.
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MR. FITWEILER for a

MR. MARTIN looks at
few seconds.
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silent for a moment.
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MR. MARTIN gives a little outcry.
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Enter MS. BARROWS, catapulting into MR. MARTIN’S office.
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(laughs loudly and hysterically)
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MS. BARROWS stomps out of the office in a great huff.
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MR. MARTIN crosses to his desk, sits, stretches contentedly, smiles and returns to work on the file he was working on at the beginning of the scene.
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