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Celestial Dance
Bill Alves

Instrumentation:

2 Flutes

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in BP

2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F

2 Trumpets in B>

2 Trombones

Tuba

Percussion 1: 3 wine glasses tuned to G, Ab, and B
Percussion 2: Small triangle, tam-tam

Percussion 3: Medium triangle, suspended cymbal
Percussion 4: Large triangle, vibraphone

Harp

Celesta (or synthesizer)

Strings

Score 1n C

All transposing instruments are notated at actual sounding pitch except for those with octave

transpositions (celesta, double bass), which are notated normally.

Program note: Through my interest in the famous seventeenth-century astronomer Johannes
Kepler, I came across the remarkable work he had done with tiling patterns, that is, the
mathematical ways in which regular shapes can fit together to completely cover a surface. These
explorations were not at all divorced from his work with astronomy, for Kepler was a part of a dying
tradition of unity of music, arts, and science which extended back to the classical Greeks. This
tradition perceived the beauty of the natural world through graceful patterns of numbers and tones,
of geometry and planets, all dancing to the same exquisite choreography. The video animation,
which was composed in tandem with the music, includes some of Kepler's tiling patterns, just as the

patterns of the music fit together in audible tessalations.

Technical note: If possible, this piece should be performed together with an abstract video
prepared by the composer projected in synchronization with the performance. The dvd of the video
includes a click track with audio cues for the conductor. The conductor should listen to this audio
track over headphones, but the audience should not be able to hear it. The video should be

projected onto a large screen protected from ambient light as much as possible.

Dedication: In the spirit of embracing the humanistic unity of arts, culture, and the natural sciences,

I dedicate this piece to the people of Harvey Mudd College on the occasion of its fiftieth

anniversary.
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