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CHARLES KONDEK HAROLD BLUMENFELD

BREAKFAST WALTZES

BAGATELLE OPERA IN ONE ACT

CAST

Maid ... Fhereeresrenss en o  S— Coloratura Soprano
WIEE e Soprano
ACETESS. 1ttt e Mezzo Soprano
Branz: (BEIEEY oxau e ssn e oia s wom sme n e P § 6 B Tenoy (or Baritone)

INSTRUMENTATION

/

Two Flutes /
Oboe WEBSITE INTRODUCTION
Clarinet and Eb Alto Saxophone Sample pages 50-56 from orchestral score.
Bassoon g WIFE suspects ACTRESS is carrying on
Horn with her husband. She complains of all the glamorous

y, advantages the star has over a mere simple, plain wife.
Piano CHer words backed by quotes from a dozen Johann Strauss waltzes -

stacked up, cross-pollenated, pulverized glowing.
P. 76 is appended — the minimal opposite.
Note the arrows!,

Percussion (one player)
Glockenspiel
Vibraphone
Marimba

Traps ~ Gymbals, Snare Drum, Pedal Bass Drum
3 Suspended Cymbals

Strings
PLOT

Vienna. Turn of the century. Apartment of successful, sultry ACTRESS.

Her stage-struck MAID is trying to memorize lines to audition for a part in a play, “Ah,
Fritzil".  WIFE bursts in, accusing ACTRESS of carrying on with her husband

[coincidentally named Franz - - “Fritz* is the nickname...]. WIFE produces a loveletter
in evidence.

ACTRESS maintains this is just a ploy to make her jealous and instill excitement into
their marriage. ACTRESS goes through a catalogue of suitors who have used her in this
way. The women part as friends.

ACTRESS calls MAID to prepare breakfast for two, and goes to bedroom to rouse the
drowsing FRITZ. He breaks their date for the coming evening, in favor of yet another
rendez-vous, upsetting ACTRESS. As he prepare to leave, MAID passes through, script
in hand, protesting love fer the Fritzi of her play. FRITZ responds with immediate
passion, but is caught in the act by ACTRESS - and also by WIFE, returning for an
autograph of her new-found friend, the ACTRESS.

All three women converge, rejecting and ignominiously ejecting poor FRITZ. And all to a
background borrowed from numerous of opera's chestnuts and featuring multiple layers
of waltzes by Johann Strauss Jr and others - among them the composer.
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