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ACT ONE
SAINT PETER'S CATHEDRAL

Rome, 1492

EXCERPT 1-A

The curtain rises on a great "frozen" fresco: a sea of red, crimson and black. Cardinals in ecclesiastic robes, and
Priests surround a throne on which sits the newly crowned Borgia pope, ALEXANDER VI, garbed in dazzling white.

After a brief moment, the scene comes joltingly alive as the assemblage salutes the new pontiff.
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