Borgia Infami
Act Two

EXCERPT 4 [p 143-148]

Opening, Act Two. Ferrara, convent garden.
The historical LUCREZIA, daughter of ALEXANDER and alleged poisoner of clan's

enemies, seen at convent in her last days.

CHANT: after a Vigil by Hildegard von Bingen. [If sung by women, it must be
Sung offstage by BOYS' or Women's VOICES. done purely, with no vibrato.]
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Offstage nuns intone Latin chant. LUCREZIA, accompanying herself on vihuela,
sings wistful song of love and death in medieval Spanish. Across the centuries,
she is observed by MUSEUM GUIDE, obsessed with her beauty. He joins in her

simple but passionate song.
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The GUIDE is also revealed. He is
in the VATICAN MUSEUM and speaks
i to the TOURISTS, who remain unseen.
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She oft-en sang. Songs re-called from
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In their different locales and times,

- the GUIDE and LUCREZIA sing together.
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af-ter giv-ing birth to a still-born child. A girl.
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