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The sig-no-ra is no doubt dis - turbed by our man-ners. We are re-miss.
EXCERPT 5 [p 157-168]

Act Two Sextet [first half]

NARCISO, Lucrezia's secret son, is the earlier incarnation of our MUSEUM GUIDE.
Like his modern-day alter ego, he is ravished by her beauty and - not knowing she
is the lost mother whom he has always sought - he feels drawn to her.

Here, NARCISO's four Venetian fellow-officer friends - ANDREA, ASCANIO, JEPPO
and OLOFERNO, accuse her of poisoning their kin. LUCREZIA protests she now
lives only for the love of a son who dares not know her identity, while this son,
defending her, sings of his mysterious attraction.
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POSTSCRIPT

LUCREZIA wreaks vengeance on the four. She arranges a feast, has them invited
and served poisoned wine. Arriving late, NARCISO - to her horror — partakes of the
tainted drink. Panicked, LUCREZIA knocks a second draft from his hand, urging an
antidote upon him. There not being enough to save his friends, he spills it on the
ground, sealing his fate.

Having earlier learned, to his shock, that he himself is a hated Borgia, NARCISO
assumes LUCREZIA to be a distant relation — one richly deserving of death. As he
weakens, NARCISO'S avenging sword falls from his hand. Seeing him dying and
the very reason for her life lost, LUCREZIA clutches his sword, stabs herself.
"Lucrezia, where is my mother" he gasps. "Here, dying beside you" she responds.
They are united in death.

Thus ends the hyper-operatic Hugolean aspect of the opera — this in sharp
contrast with the historically correct convent scene of Excerpt 4. For throughout
our opera, Hugo's melodramatic fictions are shown alternating with the cool truth
as related in Klabund... and that truth remains shocking enough.
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