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AMPHITRYON 4
Opera in Three Acts

after Moliere
Harold Blumenfeld

Argument

The opera concerns Jupiter's passion for Alcmena, wife of Theban general Amphitryon.
Action encompasses a night and day. It plays in Milky Way and on Earth.

On Milky Way, MERCURY disguises JUPITER — enamoured with ALCMENA - in guise of her husband, away
leading his Thebans against Sparta. JUPITER descends, passes night of love with ALCMENA as her husband.
At dawn the true AMPHITRYON, profiting from sudden military victory, returns on heels of departing god.
Embarrassment, general confusion, bittersweet deununciations ensue.

JUPITER, upset, watches developing marital crisis from on high. Meantime, Battle Scenes, Victory Orgy, dances,
odes. And hilarious slapstick alongside heated debate. But at the very end, disguised as husband he has
wronged, JUPITER shockingly appears below, face to face with AMPHITRYON and all, at height of turmoil. He
devises ruse by means of which all consternation and dumbfounding coincidences are resoved, to satisfaction of
..almost... all concerned. And returns to Millky Way.

Foreground action, involving ALCMENA with JUPITER and AMPHITRYON, is paralleled by analogous buffo
triangle formed by representatives, godly and mortal, of servant classes. This involves Amphitryon's servant
SOSIE, latter's shrewish wife, CLEANTHIS, and MERCURY devilishly disguised as HER husband.

This fourth operatic treatment of Amphitryon legend derives in spirit from ingenious Moliere comedy.
But dramaturgically, scenically it is quite transformed. Composer's dénouement goes radically beyond
all previous forms in which Amphitryon legend has been cast.
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WEBSITE INTRODUCTION
SCORE-PAGE SAMPLES

1. Vocal Score pp 124-131
Half-drunken lyrical scene ending Victory Orgy, Act Two
Towards end of Victory Celebration marking unexpectedly sudden defeat of Spartans,
Theban General AMPHITRYON asks his military poet laureate, ARGATIPHONTIDAS, to sing an Ode to
ALCMENA.. Beyond scrim, other officers drink, sing. AMPHITRYON continues the sensuous Ode, dueting
with poet. Elaborate vocal cadenza. Offstage, Theban soldiers drink and sing, in ancient Greek, the Skolion
of Seikilos {"Hoson Zes..."] drawn from earliest known extant example of notated music. Scene ends.

2. Orchestral Score Vol |l pp 190-193 and 197-202
Battle Music of Thebans and Spartans, near opening of Act Two
[In score, Bb clarinets, F horns are not in C: they are notated transposed.]
190-193: Fugal music. Above orchestral turmoil, trumpets stand for Spartan troops, horns for Thebans.
Skipping ahead to 197-202: height of battle, war cries of clashing armies are heard.
Action of this scene thus precedes that excerpted from vocal score.
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