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Harmonia  was commissioned by the Hopkins Center/Dartmouth Symphony 
Orchestra to commemorate the 25th anniversary of Co-education at Dartmouth.  
Anthony Princiotti conducted the premiere on May 23, 1998, at Dartmouth.  It is 
my first large-scale orchestral piece.  Like my more intimate chamber works, its 
inspiration is personal; at the same time Dartmouth became coed, I went off to 
college myself, from the farm near Camden, Alabama where Iʼd grown up.   My 
world became immensely bigger, as Dartmouthʼs must have. Exploring the vast  
(to me) orchestral palette intensified my memories of this time, a mixture of 
nostalgia and gratitude.   
     The first movement, Doors, represents the many opportunities college offers, 
an array of choices from the formidable to the exhilarating.  Near the end of the 
movement, the percussion acts as a camera shutter which frames a series of 
“slides” of open doors.   
     In the second movement, repeated rhythmic patterns and subtly shifting 
harmonies evoke the Hours spent studying or practicing in a protected academic 
environment.  Here, imagination prospers, and odd insights creep in around the 
absorption of oneʼs assigned material.   
     A dream inspired The Long Field.   In the dream, which was a kind of game, 
men and women ran headlong from both ends of a long, grassy field toward its 
center; when they collided, they floated in slow motion up into the air.  Both the 
running and the floating were joyful, and the dream felt and sounded like a 
physical metaphor for the fruitful collision of active, fertile minds.   
     Harmonia  was completed in March, 1998 at the Liguria Study Center in 
Bogliasco, Italy. 
 
                                                                                     Elizabeth Brown 
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Notes to Performers of Harmonia

Accidentals carry through the bar.

Metronome markings are suggestions only - the tempo is elastic.

q , h Metered vibrato in an 8th-note pulse, sounding something like a slightly warped 
    78 r.p.m. record.  
    The upper part of the cycle (amplitude should be less than a quarter-tone) coincides
    with the strong part of the beat, and is "in tune";  the lower part of the cycle falls
    below pitch.

    

Oboe can use a slow lip vibrato.

n Diminuendo to silence (niente); this doesn't affect subsequent dynamics.

Play legato throughout - occassional exceptions are marked.

Winds

An " x " above a note indicates an alternate timbre of 
same, or similar, pitch - microtonal variances are 
intended. 

All trills are timbral or microtonal.  Any rapid 
alternation of 2 notes a half-step or more apart is 
notated as a tremolo.

Strings

Microtonal passing tones; there are 
as many bow changes as there are 
stems.  Keep left hand moving as in 
a glissando.

Glissando.

Portamento.

Glissando to an indefinite ending 
pitch.

End glissando at or near the small 
note without being too obvious 
about it.

Percussion

4 timpani
snare drum
tenor drum
bass drum
5 crotales
sandpaper blocks
guiro
triangle
maracas
ratchett
sleighbells
pan of water (a thin saucepan, about
   1/3 full, hit with a hard yarn mallet)
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 CL.
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I
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I
II

I
II

III
IV

HN.
in F

TRP.
in Bb

TRB.

PERC. I
II

VLN. I

VLN. II     

VLA.

VC.

BASS

I. Doors

Copyright 1998 by Elizabeth Brown

q = 88

Elizabeth Brown
1998

Harmonia

TUBA
TRB.III

accel. molto      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

accel. molto      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

TIMP.

for Anthony Princiotti and the 
Dartmouth Symphony Orchestra

q = 88

dim.  poco a poco    .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

dim.  poco a poco    .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

dim.  poco a poco    .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

Funded in part by the Margaret Fairbank Jory Copying Assistance Program of the American Music Center
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FL. I
II

I
II
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II
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 CL.
in Bb

I
II

I
II

III
IV

HN.
in F

TRP.
in Bb

VLN. I

VLN. II     

VLA.

VC.

Doors/2

div.

div.

div.

div.

.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      . qw = (88)

.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      . qw = (88)

TIMP.

.     .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

.     .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

.     .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .
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Doors/3

a 2

a 2

a 2

non div.

non div.

a 2

a 2

a 2

TUBA
TRB.III

a 2

bass drum
snare

TIMP.

III

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .     

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .     

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      
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Doors/4

TIMP.

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      

sim.

sim.

1 o

a 2
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Doors/5

a 2

1 o

1 o

pizz. pizz. pizz.

div.

div. a3

solo

sleighbells

meno mossoq = 72

a tempoq = 88

meno mossoq = 72

a tempoq = 88

bass drum

TIMP.
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Doors/6

n

n

n

n non div.

non div.

non div.

div. a2

div.

div.

solo

accel.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .     .

accel.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .     .

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .
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Doors/7

a 2 a 2

a 2

solo

pizz.

n

sleighbells

relax      .      .      . a tempo

relax      .      .      .

a tempo meno mossoq = 72

meno mossoq = 72

div.

snare

div.

div.

TIMP.

.      .      .      .      .      .      .

.      .      .      .      .      .      .
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VLA.
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45 solo

go flat-a half step if possible

arco
non div.

div.

Doors/8

bass drum

a tempoq = 88

a tempoq = 88
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TRP.
in Bb

TRB.

PERC. I
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VLN. I

BASS

TUBA
TRB.III

Doors/9

sim.

sim.

pizz.

snare

TIMP.

7th pos. gliss
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I
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I
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I
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III
IV

HN.
in F

TRP.
in Bb

TRB.

PERC. I
II

BASS

TUBA
TRB.III

Doors/10
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I
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TRB.

VLN. I

VLN. II     

VLA.

VC.
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TUBA
TRB.III

Doors/11
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to    .     .     .    .    .    .    .    .    .    . s.p. n

accel.  molto     .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      

accel.  molto     .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      
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FL. I
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I
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I
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I
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OB.

 CL.
in Bb

BSN.

I
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I
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I
II

III
IV

HN.
in F

TRP.
in Bb

TRB.

PERC. I
II

VLN. I

VLN. II     

VLA.

VC.

BASS

TUBA
TRB.III

Doors/12

ord.

1 o

1 o

a 2

a 2

a 2.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

qw = (88)

qw = (88)

bass drum

n

TIMP.

div.

div.

div.

div.

III
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 CL.
in Bb

BSN.

I
II

I
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I
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III
IV

HN.
in F

TRP.
in Bb

TRB.

PERC. I
II

VLN. I

VLN. II     

VLA.

VC.

BASS

TUBA
TRB.III

Doors/13

non div.

non div.

a 2

a 2

a 2

a 2

a 2

TIMP.
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I
II
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 CL.
in Bb

BSN.

I
II

I
II

I
II

III
IV

HN.
in F

TRP.
in Bb

TRB.

PERC. I
II

VLN. I

VLN. II     

VLA.

VC.

BASS

TUBA
TRB.III

Doors/14

a 2

a 2

a 2

a 2

a 2

TIMP.

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .    

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .    

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .    

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .    

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .    

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .    

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      
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I
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I
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I
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in Bb

TRB.

TUBA

TYMP.

PERC. I
II

VLN. I
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VLA.

VC.
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TRB.III

Doors/15

a 2

a 2

a 2

solo

non div.

div.

non div.

non div.

bass drum snare

tenor drum

.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      

.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      

.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      

.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      

.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      

.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .

cresc.      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .      .
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