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And then a wonderful thing happened. Up through the water the selkies came swimming, grey and shiny and silky. And two

from the rest came near to the rock and lifted their heads and spoke to Willie.
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"Bairn, bairn," said his mother, for she it was, "we've waited long and long for you, we've seen you on the ebb and upon the

rocks, and never a word could [we say, till you found out who you que."
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