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And then a wonderful thing happened. Up through the water the selkies came swimming, grey and shiny and silky.

And two from the rest canF near to the rock and lifted their hefids and spoke to Willie.
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"can't you find a selkie skin, and come back to your own folk?"
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"Bring it, bring it, child," said they joyfully,

"and we'll wait for you."
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"Mother!" said Willie, "Father!" he said, his face shining. I think I've found my own skin!

My very own skin. It's under a stone on that hill!"
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Willie swam ashore, ran for his skin, a glistening little boy in the early sun, and he turned to the house and waved his hand. "Fare you well,

father, mother, and six bairn," he cried. "You've been good to me, but you are not like me. I am going back to my own folk!"
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