The Music of Eric Zann

et Story by H. P. Lovecraft
Dramatically Edited by Stephen Dickman
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I have ex - am -ined maps of the «ci - ty with the great - est care,
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yet have ne-ver a-gain found the Rue d'Au - seil. These maps have not been
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mo-dern maps a-lone, for T know that names change. I have, on the con-trar-y, delved deep-ly in-
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to all the an - tiq - ui - ties of the place, and have per-son - al - ly ex-plored e - very
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re - gion, of what-e - ver name, which could pos-sib-ly an-swer to the street I Enew as the
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Rue d'Au-seil. But de - spite all I have done, it re - mains a hu-mil -i - at - ing fact that I can-not
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find the house, the street, or e-ven the lo-cal-i-ty, where dur-ing the last months of my im-pov-erished

24 : 5 ‘ I
O !
T R T T
life as a stu-dent of met-a - phy-sics at the wu - ni-ver-si - ty, I heard the
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mu-sic of E -ric Zann. The Rue d'Au-seil lay a-cross a dark ri- ver bor-dered by pre -
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cip - i-tous brick blear-win-dowed ware-hou - ses and spanned by a pon-der - ous bridge of dark stone.

It was al-ways sha-do-wy a-long that ri-ver, as if the smoke of neigh-bour-ing fact-or-ies shut_out ﬁae
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sun per - pet - u - ally. The ri-ver was al-so o-dor - ous with e - vil sten-ches which
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I have ne - ver smelled else - where, and which may some day help me to
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find it, since I should rec-og-nize them at once. Be - yond the bridge  were nar-row cob-bled streets with rails;
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and then came the as-cent, at first grd-u-al, but m - cred - i - bly steep as the Eue éAu -
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seil was reached. I have ne-ver seen an-o-ther street as nar-row and steep as tLe Rue d'Au-seil. It was
53 371 \ 6 \ \ 5 o 6 |
0 I — > I ]
ol
—

al-most a cliff, closed to all ve-hi-cles,

con-sis-ting in sev-

eral pla-ces of flights of steps, and end-ing at the
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top in a lof-ty i-vied wall. Its pav-ing was ir - reg-u-lar, some-times stone slabs, some-times
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cob - ble- stones, and some-times bare  earth  with strug-gling green-ish - grey veg-e-ta-tion. The
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hou-ses were tall, peaked-roofed,  in-cred-i-bly old, and cra-zi-ly lean-ing back-ward, for-ward, and side-wise.  Oc-
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ca-sion-ally an op - po - site pair, both lean - ing  for - ward, al - most met a - cross the
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street like an arch: and cer - tain - v thev kent most of the licht from the eround be - low.
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There were a few o - ver - head  brid - ges Trom house to house a - cross the
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street. I do not know how 1 came to live on such a street. I had been
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liv-ing in man-y poor pla-ces, al - ways e - vict-ed for want of mon-ey; un - til at
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last I came up - on that tot - ter - ing house in the Rue d'Au-seil kept by the
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par - a - ly - tic Blan-dot. It was the third house from the top of the street, and
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by far the tall-est of them all. My room was on the fifth stor-ey; the
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on - ly in - hab -1 - ted room there, since the house was al - most  emp-ty. On the night
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I  ar - rived 1 heard strange mu - sic from the peaked gar -ret o - ver-head, and the
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next day asked old Blan-dot a - bout it He told me it was an old Ger - man -
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vi - ol - play -er, a strange dumb man who signeg Eis name as E - ric Zann, and who played
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e-venines in a chean thea-tre or-ches-tra: ad - ding that Zann's de-sire to nlav in the nicht af-ter his re -
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turn from the thea- tre was the rea-son he had cho - sen this lof -ty and 1i-so-la-ted gar-ret
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room, whose sin-gle ga-ble win-dow was the on-ly point on the street from which one could look o-ver the
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ter-min-a-ting wall at the de-cliv-i-ty and pan-or-am-a be-yond. I heard Zann eve-ry night. I was haunt-ed by the
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weird-ness of his mu-sic. I was cer-tain that none of his har-mon - ieshad an-y re-la-tion to

mu-sic I had heard be-fore; and con - clu-ded that he was a com-pos-er of high-ly o - ri-gin-al gen-ius. One

night I in-ter-cep-ted Zann in the hall-way and told him that I would like to know him and be with him

when he played. He was a small, lean, bent per-son, with shab-by clothes, blue eyes, gro-tesque, sat-yr-like
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face, and near-ly bald head; and at my first words seemed botﬁ an - gerea £and fright - ened. My
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ob-vi-ous friend-li-ness, how-ev-er, fin-ally mel-ted him; and he grudg-ing-ly mo-tioned me to fol-low him
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up the dark, creak-ing and rick-et-y at-tic stairs. His room, its size, was ve-ry great,andseemed the great-er
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be-caunse of its ex-traor-din -ar - v bar-ren-ness and ne-g¢lect. Sheets of mu-sic were niled in dis-
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or-der a-bout the floor. E-vi-dent-ly E-ric Zann's world of beau-ty lay in some far cos-mos of the i-
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mag-in - a-tion.  Mo-tion-ing me to sit down, the dumb man closed the door, turned the large
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of - fer - ing no choice and play-ing from mem-or -y, en-chant-ed  me for o-ver an hour with
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strains I had ne-ver heard be - fore. = They were not-a-ble for the ab-sence of an-y of the wierd notes
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I had o-ver heard from my room be -low on o-ther oc-cas-ions. Those haunt-ing notes 1 had of-ten
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hummed in-ac-cur-at-ly to my -self. I asked him if he would ren-der some of them and
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e - ven tried to a - wak - en my host's weird - er mood by  whis - ling a
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few of the strains to which T had list-ened the niecht he - fore. When the dumb mu - sic - ian
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he glanced toward the lone cur-tained win-dow, as if fear-ful of some in - trud-er.  In the sil-ence there came a
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rea - son I star-ted al - most as vio - lent - ly as did E - ric Zann I had a
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cur-i-ous de-sire to look out of that win-dow, o-ver the wall and down the un-seen slope at the glit-ter-ing
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door was locked. There in the nar-row hall, out - side the bol-ted door with tLe
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cov-ered kev-hole. T of - ten heard sounds which filled me with an in - de- fin - a-hle dread -
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224 6 \ L o
0 = ] C — o £ P I —— = ‘
< — ‘ P o = — e o — o T hg a4 ——
 —— — e — 1 Ffhe—® o &
from be - hind that barred por - tal a pi - te - ous proof that the hor - ror was real -
227cres
S=T r— . =
the aw-ful, in - ar - tic - u-late cry which on - ly a mute can ut - ter, and which ri - ses
- r\”i’ﬁi o # o L’\. I — g~ o A m\k\ I ! :
o L L S 0T
—

on - lv in mom-ments of the most ter-rih-le fear or  an-ouish. T  knocked re-neat-ed-1v at the
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thet-ic-ally, the old man forced me in-to a chair. He sank in-to an-oth-er, be - side which his vi-ol and
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bow lay care-less-ly on the floor. He sat for some time in-act-ive, nod-ding od-dly, but hav-ing a
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all the mar-vels and ter-rors  which be-set him. While I wait-ed and while the old mu-si-cian's
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play-er was drip - ing with per-spir-a - tion and twist-ed like a mon-key, al-ways look-ing fran - tic -
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Zann’s scream-ing Vi- ol
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gone he - fore T reached the de - mol-ished nanes. Then T re-mem-bered mv
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old wish to gaze fromthis win-dow, the on-ly win-dow in the Rue d’Au-seil from which one might
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see the  slope be - yond the  wall, and  the ci - ty out - spread be -
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neath. It was ve -ry dark, but the ci - ty’s lights al - ways burned, and I ex-pec-ted
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to see them there a-midst the rain and wind. Yet when I looked from that high-est of all
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gab-le win-dows, looked while the cand-les sput-tered and the in-sane vi - ol howled witﬁ tLe
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night  wind, I sawno «ci - ty spread be - low, and no friend-1ly lights gleamed
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from re-mem-bered streets, but on-ly the black-ness of space il-lim-it-a-ble; un-i-mag-ined space a-
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live with mo-tion and mu - sic, and hav-ing no sem-blence of a-ny-thing on earth. As 1
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stood there look-ing in ter-ror, the wind blew out both the cand-les in that an-cient gar - ret,
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leav-ing me in a sa-vage and im-pen-e-tra-ble dark - ness with cha-os and pan-de-mon-i-um
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be - fore me. ang tLe de - mon mad-ness of that nicht-bav-ine vi - ol  bhe -
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hind me. I stag-gered back in the dark, with-out the means of strik-ing a light,
37 3/ 3T
TP—iT d d rFr T i i i jud » T H-:/' \’ ﬁ ]
1 1 it S e s e e o o o s o ] . e e A
crash - ing  a - gainst the tab- ie, 0 - ver - turn-ing a chair, and fin - ally grop-ing my way
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to the place where the black - ness screamed with chock-1ng mu - sicC.
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To save my-self and E-ric Zann I could at least try, what-e-ver the pow-ers op-posed to me.
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Sud-den-ly out of the black-ness the mad - ly saw-ing bow struck me, and I knew I was
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close  to the play-er. I felt a-head, touched the back of Zann’s  chair, and then found
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and shook his should-er in an ef-fort %0 bring him to his sen-ses.
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He did not re-spond, and still the vi - ol shrieked on with - out slack - en - ing.
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I moved my hand to his head, whose me-chan - i - cal nod - ding I wasun -
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ab-le to stop, and shout-ed  in his ear that ~we must both flee from the un-known
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thines of the night. But he nei-ther an-swered me nor a- hat-ed the fren-7zv
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of his mu-sic, while all through the gar-ret strange cur-rents of wind seemed to dance in the dark - ness.
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When my hand touched his ear I shud-dered, though I knew not why - knew not till 1 felt the
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still ~ face; the ice - cold, stif-fened, un-breath-ing face whose glas - sy eyes bulged
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use - less - ly in - to the void. And then, by some mir - a - cle, find - ing
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the door and the large wood-en bolt, I plunged wild-ly a - way  from that glas - sy -eyed
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thing in the dark, and from  the ghoul-ish  how-ling of that ac - curs-ed vi-ol whose fur-y in-
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creased e - ven as I plunged. Leap-ing, float-ing, fly - ing down those end - less stairs
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through the darkhouse;  rac-ing mind-less-ly out in-to the nar-row, steep, anc-ientstreetof steps and tot-ter-ing
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hous - es; clat-ter-ing down steps and o-ver cob-bles to the low-er streets and the pu - trid
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can - yon-walled ri - ver; pant -ing ac - Cross the great dark bridge to the broad - er,
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health - i - er streets and boul - e - vards we know: all these are ter - ri - ble im -
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pres-sions that lin - ger with  me. And I re-call that there was no wind,
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ang tEat the moon was out, and that all the lights of the ci -ty twink - led.
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De - spite my most care - ful sear - ches and in - ves - ti - ga - tions, I have
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ne - ver since been a - ble to find the Rue d’Aus-eil But I am not whol-ly
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SOr - ry; eith-er for this or for the loss in un-dream-a-ble a - byss-es of the close-ly - writ- ten
446 rit.  pp
T :f I I *\P :f [ ) :f } 7 |7‘ ' I 7 [ ) T I :f & :f I I
I I I I I I g I I I I I I A i |
N !
sheets which a-lone could have ex-plained the  mu-sic of E - ric Zann.



