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Program Note

Pas de Deux was commissioned i)y dear friends Pamela and Stepiien Dillon as a surprise Stephen's
fortieth i)irtii(iay. Over the course of numerous conversations with Pam it became clear to me that she had very
concrete ideas for the piece. Pam wanted to somehow describe the course of an intimate reiationsiiip in ways that
would be both speciiic to the two of them and universal to all. Knowing the speciai closeness that exists between
Pam and Steve, and their strong personalities, the title Pas de Deux irnrneciiateiy came to mind. Rareiy does one
meet two peopie who are so joyiuily intertwined in their (iaiiy existence and yet manage to izeep their individuality.
Pam's apiioristic writings provicied a distinctive framework that made the process of composing this piece akin to
text-setting. The work is in four sections: 1. Proiogue; I1. Youth; III. The Limits of Life, a. Diaiogue and b. How
Time Ends; and IV. Pas de Deux.

During this past year (2001), so full of unusually intense emotional experiences, I decided to revisit Pas de
Deux as 1 felt that the originai work impiie(i much more than it actuaiiy exploreci. What I didn’t expect was that
the piece would to take on a life of its own, expan(iing i)y almost half its original iengti'i. In particular, the middle
section, written throughout the late summer and fall of 2001 took on a much darker hue.

One of music’s greatest strengths is its ai)iiity to seem to be both concrete and epi’iemerai in its meaning at
the same moment. I will leave it to the listeners to find for themselves how the program is realized in the music

and wiio, or Wiiat, the various instruments, gestures, or sections could represent.

— Joei Piiiliip Friedman
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Commissioned by Pamela Dillon for her husband Stephen on the occasion of his 40th birthday

Pas de Deux

Prologue Joel Phillip Friedman
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(rubato) continue in the original tempo but always independent of the piano
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I. Youth

ca. 88 naive, spritely, with restless energy
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