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Dao Ditties
fOT

Clarinet, Violin, Percussion and Piano

] ‘Ffowing p1
71 Dreamify P12
111 Very Slowly p. 18

TV Ligﬁt and Li\/e(y p- 23

duration: ca. 15’



1 (Chap. X1)

Take tﬁiﬂy spoEes

And form a wheel;

1t's the emptiness within - the hub
That makes it useﬁ&f

Take clay and water

And sﬁajoe a bowl;

t's the emptiness within - the hollow
That makes it useﬁd

Carve doors and windows
To build a room;
It's the em}m’ness within - its space

That makes it useful.

ﬂﬁenfm’e, what is -
Gives }Jroﬁt;
What isn't -

s usefuf

11 (Chap. XL)

Backwards is borne the Dao;

‘TFLe Dao uses weaﬁness.

The world’s things are born -
From what is;
And what is, is born -

From what isn't.

711 (Chap. XLV11)

He does not leave his room
Yet knows the world outside;
He does not peer through his window

Yet knows Heaven’s Dao.

Those who go ﬁwtﬁer

Know less.

That is wﬁy the Sage moves not,
Yet knows;

Sees not,

Yet describes;

Works not,

Yet succeeds.

TV (Chap. XLV1)

Where the world has the Dao
Saddle horses are not ridden,
But turned out to pasture.

Where the world has not the Dao
War horses are raised

Throughout the countryside.

The greatest sin: yie[cfing to desire;

The greatest evil: not ﬁeing content;

Trhe greatest curse: gaining what was desired;

’Tﬁenfore, Eeing san'sﬁed’ with what you have

s to be san’sﬁec{

Forever.

Translations coyyn’gﬁt 1998 Ey L. K. Moss
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