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ABOUT THE COMPOSER

Brian Fennelly (born Kingston, NY 1937) studied at Yale with Mel Powell, Donald Martino,
Allen Forte, Gunther Schuller, and George Perle (M.Mus ‘65, Ph.D. ‘68). From 1968 to 1997
he was Professor of Music in the Faculty of Arts and Science at New York University, where
he is now Professor Emeritus. In addition to a Guggenheim fellowship, his awards include
three fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts, three composer grants from the
Martha Baird Rockefeller Fund, two Koussevitsky Foundation commissions, and an award
for lifetime achievement from the American Academy of Arts and Letters. Major works
include In Wildness is the Preservation of the World, Fantasy Variations, and A Thoreau
Symphony, all for orchestra; Tropes and Echoes, Skyscapes I-1V, Evanescences for
instruments and electronic sound, two piano sonatas, three string quartets and three brass
quintets. His music has been awarded prizes in such prestigious competitions as the Louisville
Orchestra New Music Competition and the Goffredo Petrassi International Competition for
orchestral music.

ABOUT THE MUSIC

Kythera Variations is a piece in six connected sections for violin and piano completed in 2012.
Its title derives not from the island of Kythera off the coast of Greece, but from the Antikythera
mechanism, an ancient analog computer designed to calculate astronomical positions recovered
from the Antikythera wreck off the nearby island of Antikythera. Its construction has been dated
to the early Ist century BC, yet technological artifacts approaching its complexity did not appear
again until the 14th century A.D., when mechanical astronomical clocks began to be built in
Western Europe.

The rather motoric and insistent nature of much of the music reflects the character of mechanical
devices, and the variations tend to be varied musical concepts rather than thematically derived
textures. The concept of the piece dates back to a composer residency at Copland House where
several sketches were written; these was set aside until the final realization and revisions of
summer 2012.

DURATION: circa 6 minutes
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