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Enchanted for oboe and chamber orchestra

A lot of my music is shaped by images and sounds of the natural world.
As I wrote Enchanted, I had in my mind the magic of filtered sunlight in
dark forests and the joy of being in a remote spot, sharing it with singing
birds, maybe even elves, absorbing the magic of the place. This sense of
magic might be fantasy, like the elves of Tolkien’s Middle Earth; or a little
bit of mystery like the miniature fairy cottages that dot the hiking trails on
Monhegan Island in Maine. It is also the magical reality of birds and
mammals and butterflies and dragonflies in the wilderness or any of our
local woods.

The opening is an incantation – calling kindred spirits to celebrate the
forests and hidden glades. The voice of that world is the oboe. You’ll hear
the oboe’s fanfare-like motive come back to introduce several new sections
of music. Finally at the end, the oboe starts a grand chant-like song that is
taken up by the rest of the orchestra as a finale to the celebration.

The instrumentation of Enchanted is the same as Samuel Barber’s
Knoxville: Summer of 1915, which was also on the program.

My goal in the music was to write something that reflects Veronica's
beautiful, expressive playing, as well as to create music that the loyal fans
of the First Parish concert series would enjoy. My thanks to Alan Yost and
Veronica Kenney for encouraging this project!

Pamela J. Marshall
November 2006

Performances by the Concord Chamber Ensemble with soloist Veronica Kenney
and conductor Alan Yost:

First Parish Summer Series, Lexington, MA August 11, 2006
Concord Orchestra Benefit Concert, Concord, MA September 17, 2006
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Selected Music by Pamela J. Marshall

Orchestra
 Through the Mist (2222-2220, harp, 3pc, timp, strings) in 3 mvts
 A chill wind in autumn (solo voice, 2222-4221-3pc, strings)
 Traditional Christmas (treble chorus or soloist, 2222-4221, harp, 3pc, timp, strings)
 Three Appalachian Carols (2222-4231, harp, 2pc, timp, strings)

Keyboard
 Suite for harpsichord or piano
 Daydream for piano
 Wordless Prayer for piano
 Imagine That Time Stops for piano
 Stomp for piano

Vocal
 Ariel’s Songs for high or medium voice and piano
 Remember the Old Songs for high voice and piano
 Sky's Mirror for voice and cello
 A chill wind in autumn for voice and piano

Strings
 Arcanum for solo violin
  Soliloquy for solo cello
 Elusive Sleep for cello and piano
 Pascal’s Theorems for cello and doublebass
 Triptoe Suite for intermediate violinist and piano
 Truth Becoming for string quartet

Winds & Brass     
 Waves and Fountains for oboe, horn, piano
 Wanderer for brass quintet
 Hillslide for brass quintet
 Colored Leaves for solo horn
 “wild horn whose voice the woodland fills” for 8 horns
 Echoes of Golden Brass for 8 horns and organ
 Star in the East (traditional carol) for 8 horns

Recordings
 Noises, Sounds & Strange Airs (Clique Track)
        includes Soliloquy and Sky's Mirror 
  performed by D'Anna Fortunato and Emmanuel Feldman
 Mandolin X 4 (Plucked String Inc.)
  includes Mandolin Night performed by Neil Gladd
 Enigmatica (Uncommon Strings)
  includes “Blue-Gold Variations” from Loosely Blue for mandolin ensemble
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