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Theme and Four Interpolated Interpolations

Directions for Performance

When a single part is written in two staves, play as if it called for two different
instruments.

x noteheads indicate speech. The manner of speech should be urgent and crisp, even at
soft dynamics. Do not merely say the syllables -- use conviction! Noteheads are on the
top, middle, and bottom lines of the staff, regardless of clef, indicating, respectively,
speech in the high, middle, and low registers of the performer’s voice.

+ noteheads for the contrabassist indicate knocking on the body of the instrument with
the knuckles (N.B. + markings that are not noteheads are normal left hand pizz.). Choose
areas that resonate well with as much bass quality as possible (the front and back work
better than the sides). Do not produce feeble knocks. In many cases the left hand will be
most convenient, but all instances are left to the discretion of the performer.

Contrabass harmonics sound an octave lower than notated (as do the rest of the pitches in
the contrabass part).

The horn mute should be made of fibre, if possible.
The bass mute should be made of wood, if possible.

Metronome markings are approximate, not absolute. However, relative values must be
observed, and identical metronome markings should be identical to each other.
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