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Program Note

As | was writing this piece, | recalled and reflected on a spring afternoon when | sat for a
while near a tree-shaded pool at the base of a waterfall. The images and sounds that quietly
animated this nook of nature — seemingly solitary but not far from the roads of regular routines —
prompted a poetic response which | crafted as | watched and listened. The poem provides a good
introduction to the atmosphere of the music:

Foothill in May

Alone

among countless smooth boulders

and tall barky trunks,

listening

as a creek slides in unmeasured rhythm
down a soft cliff,

then looking up as wings flutter,

pausing on a bright branch

beneath a boundary newly green

at the opening of undimensional blueness.

A Note to the Performers

As you develop your interpretation of this piece, 1’d like you to know that the notes you see
on the page came first and instructions such as dynamics, tempo markings, and phrasing mostly
came later as a kind of interpretation of the music. In writing the music, my attention centered on
the lyrical shape of the lines and the sonorities and textures they created together. If you become
convinced that changing some details of the interpretive markings would better bring out the
spirit of the music, | encourage you to make the adjustment.

The slurs in the string parts attempt to convey the musical relationship among the notes
while bearing in mind the nature of bowing. The composer does not play a string instrument and
will be happy to have the bowings implied by the slurs revised by the performers.

A warm, singing tone is my sound ideal for most of the piano part, with the top notes
usually brought out a little as a melodic line. Please balance warmth of tone with linear and
harmonic clarity in deciding how to use the pedal. A number of suggested pedalings have been
marked. Many additional short pedals, lasting one or two notes, may add a desirable richness to
the tone (depending on the acoustics of the performance space).

Kevin McCarter, Publisher 389 Glastonbury Lane, Somerset, NJ 08873
Affiliated with the American Society of Composers, Authors, & Publishers kevin.mccarter@usa.net
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