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I. Under the Winter

Under the Winter, dear,
Summer’s note lieth:

If it be so sweet to hear,
Song never dieth.

Soon in the forest, love,
Breezes shall bear it;
There, in the bough above,
Lo, thou shalt hear it.

(Song: ‘Under the Winter, dear’, Eugene Lee-Hamilton, pub. 1919)

II. Earliest Spring

Tossing his mane of snows in wildest eddies and tangles,

Lion-like March cometh in, hoarse, with tempestuous breath,

Through all the moaning chimneys, and ‘thwart all the hollows and angles
Round the shuddering house, threating of winter and death.

But in my heart I feel the life of the wood and the meadow
Thrilling the pulses that own kindred with fibres that lift

Bud and blade to the sunward, within the inscrutable shadow,
Deep in the oak’s chill core, under the gathering drift.

Nay, to earth’s life in mine some prescience, or dream, or desire
(How shall I name it aright?) comes for a moment and goes —
Rapture of life ineffable, perfect — as if in the brier,

Leafless there by my door, trembled a sense of the rose.

(Earliest Spring, William Dean Howells, pub. 1837)

III. On a Nightingale in April

The yellow moon is a dancing phantom, down secret ways of the flowing shade;
And the waveless stream has a murmuring whisper, where the alders wade.

Not a breath, not a sigh, save the slow stream’s whisper, only the moon.

Out of the lands of Faerie a summons, a long strange cry that thrills thro’ the glade -
The grey-green glooms of the elms are stirring, newly afraid.

Last heard, white music, where once Theocritus sang and play’d —
Thy Thracian song is the old new wonder — O moon-white maid!

(excerpts from On a Nightingale in April, Fiona MacLeod / William Sharp, pub. 1919)

Composed for the Genesis Chamber Singers

performance time: 9-10 minutes
© 2015, Adria L. Stolk
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I11. On a Nightingale in April
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