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INTRODUCTION

These -songs, while addressing the heady issue of life and death, are
primarily meant to be fun to sing. While the musical content is the
prime reason for their existence, the composer wrote them to stretch her
voice in range, breath control, flexibility, dramatic delivery, and to
work with several kinds of extended vocal techniques.

For the voice student (or teacher), these can be used as "warm-up”
songs and/or recital pieces. The piano part has been written specifically
so that the vocalist with some piano technique could perform her own

accompaniment during practice. During a recital, however, an
accompanist should be used.

A sketch of each song's vocal techniques:

~Song #1: a vocalise and practice on breath control and
timbre changing possibilities.

Song #2: Vocal range expanding by use of glissandi (glides).
Song #3: lyrical singing and breath control, range expanding

Song #4: exploration of jazz scat singing and use of vocal
improvisation.

Song #5: serious dramatic (classical) singing.

Song #6: exploring speech and singing, changing timbre on
one pitch, range expanding, vocal trills and
tremolos.

Song #7: use of timbre and range to stretch dramatic

possibilities. This song is a musical play all in
itself!

Above all, these songs, along with their thoughtful messages, will give
delight and pleasure to anyone singing or listening to them!

PIANO: PEDALLINGS

Ped. or P.l A | = Common loud pedal (furthest one on
right).

P.Il.: Sost. Pael. 1 = Sostenuto pedal (middle). Depress notes
given, then pedal (given notes will hold
while future notes will not). If pedal is
not functional or missing, use P.l. in a
half-position.

P.1II. (Sofi' Pea’.)_..._._..___l = Soft pedal (furthest one on left).




NEW NOTATIONS

R 2
1. P . = Follow contour of line while
musically "laughing” very fast
notes. Take short rest at ».
B=, ., .
2. & - = Same as above, written usually
4 —— for short groups of notes.
3 ]9 — — = Alternating hands play 5ths (l.h.)
H—F= — = against triads (r.h.), within
a (.Ps) [71F=> range of pitches indicated,
ﬁm———— in any order. Continue doing
i BT — this until arrow stops (s ).
P

= Approximate pitch

5. J._/\ = Glissando: glide in direction of

line drawn.
.940 aly

6. T"“\{‘\U

7 -

'—\ori_/

= Broken glissando, using "h™'s in a kind of
tremolo, like a shudder.

= Slight gliss down/up (also called "slur” or
"bend").

8. "White tone”

Without vibrato, or "non-vib".i

o

= Sing syllables as fast as possible on one
pitch, like a tremolo.

It is important for the singer to follow the vocal
directions given in the songs,

as these songs explore
a wide range of sound, and are most interesting when
sung as animatedly and accurately as possible.
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