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INSTRUMENTATION

Recording Engineer: CD player and Sound System

Flute 1

Flute 2, incl. Piccolo
Oboe 1

Oboe 2

Bb Clarinet 1

Bb Clarinet 2
Bassoon 1

Bassoon 2
Contrabassoon

C Trumpet 1

C Trumpet 2

F Horn 1

F Horn 2

F Horn 3

FHorn 4

Tenor Trombone
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Percussion 1: Bells, Vibraphone, two Triangles (high and low),
large Tam Tam, Woodblock, Xylophone— use Perc.2’s

Percussion 2: Xylophone, set of Tubular Chimes, Triangle, Rachet,
-0~

2 Woodblocks: %

—_—
[ 3

2 Tom Toms: E

Tenor Drum: E o)
- /=

e e

'4u 'zu 10 L %u

Percussion 3: Crotales:

Snare Drum, snares removed:
Tenor Drum: } g
L J

Bass Drum:
2 Tow Toms
Timpani: 32"(30) 29"(28) 26"(25")
3 Timpani as follows: o=
Violin 1 7
Violin 2
Viola
Violoncello

Contrabass




VOICES OF THE WILD — NOTES

RECORDING ENGINEER: Must have a stndy score to follow for
the Conductor’s Cues, which coordinate the prerecorded sounds, that have
their own staff on the top of each system in the score. As indicated in the
score, the Engineer must take control of starting, paunsing, and stopping the
CD player as well as manually adjusting the correct volume levels, fading in
and out if called for, while the piece is being performed. Recorded sounds
should be at equal volume with the orchestra.

PROGRAM NOTES

PRISCILLA McLEAN’S “VOICES OF THE WILD”* uses

actual pature sounds. Beginning and ending with peepers (spring tree frogs),
the orchestra grows out of the high cluster. Sounding like crickets and birds,
the orchestra gradunally develops its ideas into full-blown musical gestures —
melodies and ostinati as well as dramatic repeated cluster chords. The
musical climax arrives during the whale calls (constructed from one whale
song) as both the wild and orchestral motifs reach their pinnacle. The piece
ends in gentle affirmation by the horns of the earlier-heard wolf pack song -
and the peepers’ return.

To sum up the totality of the experience of listening to VOICES OF THE
WILD, particularly in comparison to other works which refer to nature, one
could say that as many other works are “about” the wilderness, this one seeks
to “become” the wilderness. It does so by using as its only prerecorded sound
material actual wilderness sounds, and mostly in their natural state, while
still maintaining the essence of art music.

*Title is from Henry David Thoreau’s essay “The Wild”.
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