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INTRODUCTION

This is one of a series of pieces by Priscilla McLean that
involves a live performer in concert with taped bird and animal
sounds to form an expression of the great American wilderness.

The tapé*‘has three different kinds of sounds: wild calls
(Canadian geese, bald eagle American bittern, loons, owils,
honeybees and bumblebees), sampled clarinet sounds (no
synthesized sounds), and percussive sounds (bottle drum, tabla).

There are four main sections (or movements), marked by
letters. A stopwatch should be employed until the clarinettist is
used to the cues and timing in the score. The piece always has J
= 60 as tempo, or four seconds to each i’ measure.

In Section @ the clarinettist has similar musical material
to the bees, and should imitate them whenever called for.
Gradually via glissandi the clarinet emerges into a short solo
cadenza, to be played with flourish.

Section silhuettes the clarinet's lyrical melodies
against accompanimental bird calls. Section is a notated
jazz improvisation, which should be performed tongue-in-cheek
and some-what freely, keeping in mind the tape cues. The geese
and drums punctuate the soloist and eventually dominate the
scene. Section CDS is a wistful return of melodies in 6, ending
with loon calls.

The tape is generally written out to enable the soloist to be
able to follow the score and keep place. More important cues are
circled. Exact timing with the tape may be impossible, so these
should be used as a guide.

The volume of both clarinet and tape should be equal.
Clarinettist may need a microphone.

* tope = recorded sounds




WHERE THE WILD GEESE GO

by Priscilla McLean

In blue-white essence

A vast thrumming of wings --
bleeting, buzz-screeching
flap-roaring, soaring
screaming, laugh-calling
sing-sailing, bawling
lifting, screeyawling! --

In behind cold windows
A quiet humming of souls

This piece is dedicated to Gerald Farmer,
whose technique inspired the composer, and
who supplied the sound for the samplers
(ASR-10 and Prophet 2000), improvised much
of Section C (which was then notated), and
who gave the World Premiere at West
Georgia College, Atlanta, March 11, 1994.
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