Mosaics

String Quartet no. 7
2015, 2023

Lawrence Kramer

lkramer@fordham.edu



This composition originated during work on an a capella setting of a short
lyric by Walt Whitman, "Twilight." It occurred to me in mid-stream that the
piece would also have a nice sound on string quartet, so I began making the
new version. It then occurred to me that the fragmentary nature of the poem
invited further treatment as well. The result is this quartet, a series of seven
short movements that constitute a series of variations without a theme. Each
movement is conceived as a kind of mosaic in itself. At the same time, by
rearranging (reinterpreting, recasting, reframing) elements shared with the
others, each movement also adds itself as a tile to the larger mosaic. The
underlying impulse (prefigured in the first movement) is an alternation of
slow, reflective movements focused on harmony with increasingly lively
faster movements focused on melody. The slow "Twilight" movement,
no. 5, forms both a long-awaited point of arrival and a necessary point of
departure. The poem (in its entirety) reads:

The soft voluptuous opiate shades,

The sun just gone, the eager light dispell'd—(I too will soon be
gone, dispell'd,)

A haze—nirwana—rest and night—oblivion.

The music both yields to this evocation and resists it. The poem is one of
Whitman's frequent portrayals of oblivion as a quasi-erotic bliss. The beauty
of its language is captivating, but I don't want to believe what it's telling me.
Mosaics" is a musical expression of this contradiction.

Composed 2015, revised 2023. Duration: 18 minutes.



Mosaics

Lawrence Kramer

52
1 |
Violin 1 || z = z = z Phe—H
O A & |
Q) v/ -
pp Y/
Violin 2 @ z —= T
e L T
pp
Viola s g b ¢ ©  S— =
pp
pizz. arco
Cello || 2: % - - = 3
IS T ] S
_6_ _‘ v
pp — _ p
6
I‘\v e & Ln y 2 - | -
[ an) y— D Py D
RN =
D
o)
p’
7\ y -
[ an [ 1 PN
S ——— = ¢
P —
3
)
z__» *° _
p P
piZZ. arco
0 lV‘J h
hdl O Iy y 2 - y - T
V4 11 PN PN
bl
~ =
p

©2023




| —

Mosaics

b

raY]

11
_ )

b

arco

3 [z

—

———

| &

®

|

Ul

o

 18s

/

e

@

o

ot

b,

17

— )

cresc.

L)
e

pizz.
arco

e)
[ ]
hdl D

A




Mosaics

o e

o

s obppipt

21
~ ()

7

%)
[ Hled

[ Hled

. 'I)p_ﬁzh :!#ﬁ:é

Az_____
|
o«
-4
A &L o
N
‘N
>. M o
"SHe iy
r g X
A N .
oo iy
i |
A LN ”r

24
— ()

ANV

[ fan)
A

)
[ Hled




Mosaics

I - rit.
27 — -
_ = 1T /_\/—\-9-'
P’ A / N |
y 4% [ AW 1 y 2 |2 - - y 2
(an) & & O P &
o ‘
< <
— — YL
P cresc.
A vV
p” 4
y 40 L] y 2 - - L
(an) Py .= O
ANIV | o
3 bo P& b o o —
——
p Prp
%) — ——
2 - - - O
[y J Pay = = Pay
v\// \/v
sostenul(
y 4 sostenuto
P
o O
|
— '. - - oy Fay ray
y4 e AT O
o o z z o
\—/ ~——
y 4 sostenuto prp
a tempo
35 — sul G
_f © & )
p’
y AW - = Ll o -
(an) (@)
o
p<f p—| ppr
o) )
p” A ] 1
’m L - " - Vi -
ANIV
)
sostenuto —— mp
sul pont. ~
w0} — — -
] O [0) (@) y 2 y 2 -
Py Py
1) J
sostenuto pp
)
rax
o):
7
O O O O O




Mosaics

bz

bz

LIRS

J=84

42
_ )

[0

[0 ]

\fspsress.

[ §)

V/ &

espress.

[ @)

raY]

il D

[ & an WL o
e)
[ ]

raY

47
_




Mosaics

&
o

[0 )

%)
[ Hled

raYx
e |
V4

bz

[ O]

»

>A —
w

56

bz

[ ©)

~ ()

be

e)
[ ]
hdl D

A




Mosaics

rit.

61

_ )

y [ ] Y [ ]
i Clllle Q|| & ¢
[ Y
-
'I
, l
i.N .\
)
Ne Sy 2 RONH Ne
5
e\ A "
1) A
4 5
| &
=M™ &
S
S |
V)
d o
i.N o a .
e NG R ey




Mosaics

10
=48
f5 A consord.  sul pont.
= = = —5 oy
Py 2@ @ o B - §
PY) Y
pp
A sul tasto  col legno tratt sul tasto col legno| tratt.
o =
@ i{ y 3 O] y 3 ] ] y 3 7] - y 3 - y 3
PN [ . PN [ [ PN [ \ . [ PN PN PN
Ey T Iy — N A— T
) bo- > 4 @ > . >
SN— N— S ——
rp —
con sord.
ey =
] eJ - L
5% : Z
z 7
~ v
pp
flautato
O 4
>3 —= z
] ) 1k ] -
~ 2= ge # be &° o
v
ppp
68 : senza sord.
A ordin. > -
’{ y 2 L . \' b _4 -
[ ] an WP L Py P %
\e)v b o
=
pp
flautato
f L
P’ A
[ an PN
ANV
Y,
ordin.
slide to molto sul tasto senza sord.
- O J - y 3
o F— == —— -
\/a\—/a\. —/ ' '6'
con sord. pizz. arco
): - 2 7 y 3 - y 3 y 3
4 II) PN PN = PN
=~ ~———
prp No open strings (other than C)

except as marked.



Mosaics

11
73
~ () = [ | |70
P A ] 1 DS O h ©
y AW 7Y v = O
[ an v < —
A\3Y 3 )
e ©O = 1
p pp
ordin.
o)
)’ A
y 4% el - - ¥ — N —
[ M an PN PN
o :
& ™ L -
Prp ordin.
]
sul pont. col legno tratt. e flautato
ey
H ¢ - L & 3 = = ? ¢
PN PN £
o)
<° P
~— | —
> col legnoltratt. ordin
rax
hdl O y ] y 2 - y ] y 2 y 2
Z P-N i PN o PN = Py
~ = 0 c -
< =i
Notation
79 flautato
= n —3— 3
|
h
’\m\I Y ! \J -‘I- = h\/ I
J ;0 CAF i Ehd %
— —
espress. pp
o)
b’ 4
y AN - - - - y 2|
(fan ) Ay P
ANIV4 - ~
pp
—3
Q = y J y 2 | 3 \' L -
[J J e ‘A o PN
b senza sord. O/_\\sul D
2\
). 7] 7] 72 7] )
.4 PN = PN PN = PN PN
=

!

N



12

I

Mosaics

ordin.

Q@§>t>

X

i

sul pont.

Ne
Ea=

1

v

I

o

PN

v

v
1

sul pont. ordin.

33X

M~

M~

'

\
o

LY

=)

rit.

Y

N (O

QQ’ND

sul A

'p\
[TT®-

b

LY

1

e
e

N

INE
o!

Qé§>t>

ordin.

sul C

S Ihd

sul C

[0

O

<

™




13

Mosaics

91

_ )

ochy ochy ety o
=
P E|I8P ¢l \c
o, 120
e
Nl
°| o
M
g 1
el
o M/
p==
M
¢ r ---dim [
Do NG R G




Mosaics

14

>\/

¢ A N
—a
[ NI [
Y
o .
- en
H of J
Q
A A
¢ )
| |
N
\._.
. o
Ll \
(o ‘
A A
i N
N |
¢ /
N [ 1K ‘
A A S
"
' (o8
|
83 _
1
-~ o oc
<N Q b~ ™ pu
o TN C el )
) | |

| i
. I~
_ﬁ
\] \
N e
o
Bt
5 S
s
Ha
s
B
B
s
s
?
]

_ A &

99

e)

raYx




15

Mosaics

q o W
N
™
e~
N\ _-v
o 1
« | A
N
~ ‘ .
% \
At [
] .
aS 3
i
¢ n i a2 | [}
1 7 8
[
A

105
_

o b~

e)

S
[ ]

O
i

QL H

QY

18]

o —@

o

o

S

e)

5

raY]

S




Mosaics

1/

>v

£ie

&

raY]

%)
[ Hled

be
p

9

_o_/

A

Jr

Jr

[ fan)

arco

raY

%)
[ Hled



17

Mosaics

10

3t

-

pizz.

o g0 e

\ i~ _
) .

en

i~

W/

| v Py
~ N
mwd 9 fel2Ele] 3

be

@]

arco

Il
e

[ an)
o)
ol D

raY

[ Hled




a
(& o
N > - ]
o L Y )
1 flfr \
ik S
AR N 5
(]
N
oo N
N
) o o 2 (@
&
® |
3
o .
= B b
i.N e N .
2
'\ D
o~ $) ©
d Pl N &
1., b
ﬂ 1
LY
- SO
— ~\ | (

! !
o ne
A
g
¢
il
BES
q ¢
—a
BN
N
\I v ~
(& K
I N
|
Q|
xr
A% N
N
¢ ¢ pmJ .W
<NEe : o B
~ T

>v




19

Mosaics

o

L1

15

-

[ Hled

attacca:



Mosaics
Twilight

[0

[0

[0

[ O]

Hr’

)
- 1o

v,

arco

162

e ¢ .
ExS
. ¢ ]
Ny
o . .
F\ \
T / ]/ {
o o o
. | o
unn/ n/ / \
J J ]\
3 () . \
H . . -H
o o[ 9|
.r \] .J
N
NEh s B




21

Mosaics

EN < | .
A
b
1
< . ] |
L DA
\ ]
g2
. .nn.< |
DA N2
\
DA I
N
¢ i~ 1y
d .
m
. ) of k]
N o aplien oy
I

175

-

P 1o

Prp

Prp

§

~—~———

~—~————

—

1Y
red

—————

raY
hl [




Mosaics

22

bz

!

| —

| —

]

1

Pa

#OO

2D S 4

[0 )]

HO
il
[ O]

_ )
P A
y AN

181

f o

" DO

raY]
il D
y4

sul G

L

|

~———

sul G

sul pont.

]

e)




23

Mosaics

|
A
XN
e
\]
X
L i vl
.
~xhf
\]
= = = m
1 m = p
1
g
Q] ¢/ q
== S = -
oLl
_____ asin M
aLLLl f_ v . F )
ol Z Als
= = =
AN
mm g nu._hu 3

ASLL

ol

[ 0]

HI‘
L]

O

e)
o)
il

raY]




Mosaics

ordin.

col legno tratt.

sul pont.

¢l

(O]

©
(0]

/

[0 ]

yr/ e

"o

ordin.

/

Y/ ef

col legno tratt.

t-1ad

4
hdl D
le )
raY]
ol D

1Y
[ Hled
204
—
%)




25

P——— |mf

Mosaics

cresc.

b

e)
[ ]

ol D
X
dl O

ra




Mosaics

1
b

L B8

ol

o

o

o

L1

cresc.

{2

raY]

he\

be

e)
[ ]
hdl D

X




Mosaics

27

sul pont.

,

Aele ]

h
SIYY
q
o
q
1
AL
<
o
o
ol
IDL__
/..__. .-
o
// o
NG ey

= ]

ol

231

NS

~ ()

- > o >

e)
[ ]
hdl D

X




Mosaics

(N

col legno tratt

oLl

o H

(7]

-]

sul pont.

& H

raY]

p
AN &

|
o s

ALl | g

o111 dill

dilll QI

111

dilll
N O orlan q
~




29

Mosaics

o

o ® 9

h

o]~
T
o]~
L
Q
"
. e
3
(o1l
A
A el
(o1
~
A
o /
i ‘
AL
. .
L 1I
AL
el < == [

e)
[ ]
hdl D

A




Mosaics

'y
)
| & _la
3
o0 0
i.N
’
I I
. _o/ » 0 0
’
\|
|3 » W elo) \
L) L)
_ > L) > [
| & | & |~ 1
\
D SN D N oS
L) L)
s A s A
| & | & o
|
N N
ﬁm,@u e __nf n

N Sasy N
\ . . )
z,v J
N L) N N
| &
\]
oo » T LIEY
A 1~
L)
s [lgle o -1i- ™
LN / RN / LN
| »
® [®
<13 <Hall-
L) Y
| & LN
»
2P, 210
=Y e 2 |




Mosaics

31
J=48
263
- ﬂ i=a
o - - - -
3 b
[z,
pp
A sul tasto
% - -
{4 Z . .
PY) bo ﬁe B= qs- bo
e—ee— v
prpp pp
sul tasto
6‘ - g AN AN
[J J X p= -
PP—— ppp rp
sul tasto . sul D
ordin. .
PN ‘l',\ =
- ’ g = ~—~—————
prpp rp
269
_ f) = [ —~ | l)o
P’ A | PN 0Xs3 O b P2
ANV 3 =
J © 4 < ! Y
»p pp
A ordin. bpgz
P’ A
n Lol 1 |}
[ an )
NV
J 7 = = bo bt
ordin. pizz. arco
ey
] H L =K P=Y p= - 4 - 5 - P =
N sul G
~ l: 1 = ]
e = b <
=




32

L QLY
~N
(9N

Mosaics

Qé;’tb

arco

M~

M~

==

N

§$!

cresc.

]
o
-

o)

M

'

P
INE

2N
2N

N

M~

g
.

sul D

cresc.

sul G

sul D

T

o
o
S

rit.

s

]

ST

TR

atempo
flautato

cresc.

I

|
[2)
1

Q@§>t>

3

sul tasto

pizz.

'y

M

TITeP
e
|

o

=2

PPR

pizz.

b

arco

Ire.

¥

M~

M~

™

\a
103

sul G

NI




33

Mosaics

| &
L)
N ) ¢ S
[ )
<
E n
ol ¥
N ]
<&l
o= -
.q L)
[ ) .
O g
EE
C
= N
Dm.. =
ElE 8
-
//.' 3W
o~
=
L I
o
L3 3
£ ||~
© i~
SN NG aplen %
<)

e)

1=
(Y J

[a) )}
b Z||HPZ 0 (@
| &
3 YAN
=
-q -
Ll &
M/
gt |
-

‘4 -~
s |l
|
W/

sul D

hdl PN
A

raYx

sul G



