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The title "Part Songs" refers to the genre of the work's vocal miniatures, i.e., mainly
homophonic songs for four voices a capella, and also to the fact that none of these
songs is quite complete, each being a setting of a fragmentary or fragment-like text
that records only a fleeting moment or the moment's fleeting. This uneasy alliance
of lyric recollection and its elusivenes, reflecting but also resisting nostalgia for an
unavailable wholeness, finds its echo in the harmony, which mixes chord types and
sonorities in way that are sometimes familiar and sometimes strange. The final song,
echoing the first, frames the cycle with a paradox: music that emerges and persists in
the act of recalling the vanishing of another music.

Composed 2015 - 2020. Duration: 13 minutes.

Music, when soft voices die,

Vibrates in the memory.
Sit underneath this tall green pine

--Shelley whose voice is a rustling of branches

in the western breeze. Beside
my shimmering waters the pipe of Pan
will call down drowsiness
on your enchanted eyelids.

The brown waves of fog toss up to me --Plato (Greek Anthology)
Twisted faces from the bottom of the street. . .

An aimless smile that hovers in the air

And vanishes along the level of the roofs.

--Eliot The stars around the beauteous moon

Hiding their shimmering forms
When she shines at the full on the earth....
Silver...

--Sappho

I stand as on some mighty eagle's beak,

Eastward the sea absorbing, viewing, (nothing but sea and sky,)

The tossing waves, the foam, the ships in the distance,

The wild unrest, the snowy, curling caps—that inbound urge and urge
of waves,

Seeking the shores forever.

--Whitman

This music crept by me upon the waters . . .
Where should this music be? [In] the air
Or [in] the earth? It sounds no more.

--Shakespeare
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