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The Dreaming of the Bones
Adapted by the composer from the play by William Butler Yeats (1919, public domain). Yeats’s
play is simultaneously a love story, a ghost story, and a war story. Its themes of contested history,
the legacies of violence, and what can and cannot be forgiven are as urgent in our time as they were
in his. My opera takes the troubles he dramatized as a mirror of our own.
A MUSICIAN, soprano
A VOICE, offstage, countertenor or mezzo soprano 2
FEMALE GHOST, mezzo soprano
MALE GHOST, tenor
A FUGITIVE, baritone
Flute (doubling piccolo and alto flute), Clarinet (doubling bass clarinet), Violin, Cello

Small marching drum worn and played by the soprano.

Duration: 78 minutes



Prelude

The FUGITIVE is seen seated at the rear of the stage or performance space. He remains
unmoving a litle while, then rises slowly, comes forward, and gazes intently at the audience.
He holds thegaze for about a minute. Then the music begins.
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