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Program Notes

William Blake wrote two collections of poemSongs of Innocence and Songs of
Experience. In each collection was a poem titldde Chimney Sweeper — two different
poems with the same title. They were companion podrath describing the life of a
London chimney sweeper, but from different pergpest | decided to make a multi-
movement choir piece setting the text of those ppems, the first movement being
based on th&ongs of Innocence poem and the third movement being based orsohgs
of Experience poem, with a middle instrumental movement acting &snsition between
the two.

One thing that struck me about these poems isntigeeisting duality present in
them. On the one hand, they are fairly simple poenmith very clear rhyme schemes.
This gives them an almost childlike quality. Butnbath that are darker undercurrents
and more mature themes that are distinctly un-kkéd | thought this was very
interesting, and | have tried to reflect that diyaln the music, mainly through my
treatment of tonality. It is certainly a tonal pgedout within that framework | have
inserted various things that are meant to be Uimgett shifting pitch centers, ignored or
evaded harmonic resolutions, and pandiatonicismatoe a few. This piece is about the
juxtaposition of the macabre with the intenselyutéal, and everything in between. In
that way | think it does good service to the text.

Performance Notes

Movements

. Innocence
[lI. Tempering
[11. Experience

*There is no break between movements. The entaeepss to flow continuously from
beginning to end.

I nstrumentation
Flute (doubles on piccolo)
Oboe (doubles on English horn)
Clarinet in Bb (doubles on Eb clarinet)
Bassoon
SATB Choir (20-40 singers)
Piano



Texts

“The Chimney Sweeper” frorfongs of Innocence by William Blake

When my mother died I was very young,
And my father sold me while yet my tongue
Could scarcely cry “'weep! 'weep! 'weep! 'weep!"
So your chimneys I sweep, and in soot I sleep.

There's little Tom Dacre*, who cried when his head,
That curl'd like a lamb's back, was shav'd: so I said
“Hush, Tom! never mind it, for when you head's bare
You know that the soot cannot spoil your white hair."

And so he was quiet, and that very night,
As Tom was a-sleeping, he had such a sight!
That thousands of sweepers, Dick, Joe, Ned, and Jack,
Were all of them lock'd up in coffins of black.

And by came an Angel who had a bright key,
And he open'd the coffins and set them all free;
Then down a green plain leaping, laughing, they run,
And wash in a river, and shine in the Sun.

Then naked and white, all their bags left behind,
They rise upon clouds and sport in the wind;
And the Angel told Tom, if he'd be a good boy,
He'd have God for his father, and never want joy.

And so Tom awoke; and we rose in the dark,
And got with our bags and our brushes to work,
Tho' the morning was cold, Tom was happy & warm,
So if all do their duty they need not fear harm.

*Pronounced B-k(r



“The Chimney Sweeper” frorBongs of Experience by William Blake

A little black thing among the snow,
Crying! “'weep! ‘weep!” in notes of woe!
“Where are thy father and mother? Say!” -
“They are both gone up to the church to pray.

“Because I was happy upon the heath,
And smiled among the winter's snow,
They clothed me in the clothes of death,
And taught me to sing the notes of woe.

“And because I am happy and dance and sing,
They think they have done me no injury,
And are gone to praise God and His priest and king,
Who made up a heaven of our misery.”

Singing Instructions:

*Every time a punctuation is present in the textgers should do a quick breath before
they continue singing, if no rest is present. Lileysome punctuations have been
removed from the text (in the score) to indicate there should be no breath in those
areas.

*Solo sections should be sung lightly, with onlgnaimum of vibrato; with the
exception of the brief alto solo in movement 2, rehiehave notated a gradual increase to
and decrease from an operatic vibrato.

Duration: 21'00”
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Concert score

The Chimney Sweeper

Slightly faster

Text by William Blake

Music by Kris Peysen
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