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Paul Moravec

SONGS OF LOVE AND WAR

1.DON'T ASK
(Vietnam War, 1966)

Don’t ask questions

when | come home

If 1 feel like talking about it
I will, but otherwise —
Don't ask.

— PFC George Jay Robinson

2. DEAREST ROWLAND
(World War I1) March 7, 1944

Dearest Rowland —
No letter again today.
| hope | get onethis afternoon.
The poor postman, he hates to come without a letter.
He never looks my way when he hasn’t got one.
And | cantell by the way he says, “Hello,”

whether he has one or not.

| love you so, darling.

| get all tongue-tied when | try to tell you.

When | go to church these noontimes,

| kneel and | start to pray

and | can't describe the feeling that comes over me.
You and God and love are al mixed up,

and my heart and mind are thinking of you and God.

It'ssuch astrong feeling, it just surges out of me
and wrapsitself around you
wherever you are, whatever you' re doing.

My mind usually seesyou in aplane,

and | can feel myself putting my arms around you,
standing beside you while you'’ re seated,

and cradling your head against my breast

and protecting your body with mine —

My spirit, really, | guess.

And it's so real to me.

| loveyou so, and missyou so.

Be strong and havefaith.

... It will be such athrilling day —
| hope it comes soon.

God bless you, darling.

| loveyou.

Your Marjorie

3. HERE HARD BY THAT LONELY GRAVE
(World War 1) At the Front, June 26, 1918

Dear Mrs. Spearing,

Many months ago, Walt and | promised each other
that should the “ God of battles” call to one,
the other would consol e the sorrowing mother.

Now Walt has done West to Home and to you forever,
but hisfigure, his voice, hiswonderful personality
will always be living truths to me.

Whatever sorrow fills us, onething | swear to you,
here hard by that lonely grave

| swear that Walt iswell avenged,

that he hasnot diedinvain,

for his spirit leads us on to ultimate victory.

Dear lady, the very thought that you arein grief
tears my heart.

Do not sorrow;

Death, after all, is not so terrible, and here —

Why, here, itisglorious.

Mother, in the name of the Twenty-third Company,
in the name of the Marines,

| salute you, and all my comrades sal ute you.

Devotedly, Sol Segal

4. ALWAYS ALWAYS
(Civil War) Camp Clark, Washington, July 14, 1861

.... Sarah, my love for you is deathless,

It seems to bind me with mighty cables

that nothing but Omnipotence can break;

And yet my love of Country comes over me like a strong wind
and draws me unresistibly on with all these chainsto the
battlefield.

... | have but few claims upon Divine Providence,
but something whispersto me—

Perhaps it is the wafted prayer of my little Edgar,
that | should return to my loved ones unharmed.

If | do not, dear Sarah,

never forget how much | love you.

If the dead can come back to the earth

and flit unseen around those they love,

I will always be near you;

Inthe gladdest daysand in the darkest nights...
Always, aways....
And if there be a soft breeze upon your cheek,
it will be my breath,

asthe cool air fans your throbbing temple,

it will be my spirit passing by.

Sarah, do not mourn me dead,;

But think that | am gone and wait for thee,

for we shall meet again...

[— Sullivan Ballou]
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