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Composer’s Note

This is my first major work for string quartet. In my schooling, I did everything but
write a quartet: there is a trio, a double bass quartet, a triple string quartet, and
several chamber works with a quartet included—but never The Beast itself.  When
it came time to work out the commission with the New York Youth Symphony, I
pressed for this instrumentation; it was time, I thought, to confront this particular
demon.

It is with this spirit of fear that I approached the project.  I decided to concentrate
on the elements of a string quartet that excite me: the ability to sound “as one
voice”—like a giant quartet stop on an organ—juxtaposed with the ability to
produce different (many more than four, even) colors simultaneously.  The quartet
also has (mysteriously, more than other instrumentations) an ability to bring
rhythmic drive and syncopation to very exciting levels.

The work is structured in 2 movements: the first mostly deals with complicated
counterpoint within a slow harmonic rhythm, and later with that same music as a
steady groove.  The second movment is about motoric rhythm and syncopation,
mostly in the form of mixed (irregular) meters.  Quartets always seem to have so
much fun when they play, so the second movement is my way of adding The
Composer as a fifth participant in the game.

My title choices tend to derive from Delaware Indian words from Northeastern
Pennsylvania, especially when the title is demanded before the piece is written.
“WAPWALLOPEN,” besides sounding quite alliteratively exciting, is also a dirty
little town southwest of Wilkes-Barre, PA, across the Susquehanna River from a
nuclear power plant.

—Jonathan Newman

Duration: 10:30
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Commissioned by and dedicated to the
2000-2001 New York Youth Symphony Chamber Music Program

(String Quartet No. 1)
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