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about Metropolitan 

 

Metropolitan combines all of my adult influences, musical religions, and favorite musical flavors. It is a 

thank-you-note to many of the contemporary composers whose work has helped me to find my 

compositional voice, and I consider the years of listening to and learning from their orchestral music 

solemn preparation for writing this piece. Metropolitan is an act of declaration—a raucous celebration 

of my ever-maturing musical world. To that end, the original title, Hip+Now, which implied a less 

serious and more ironic aim, was recently dropped in favor of Metropolitan's more appropriate 

intimation of grand and sweeping eclecticism. 

 

 

 

 

about THE COMPOSER 

 

Jonathan Newman is an accomplished composer of diverse skills, having written orchestral, 

chamber, vocal, choral, wind ensemble, and electronic music, as well as music for dance and theater.  

A recipient of the Charles Ives Scholarship from the American Academy of Arts and Letters, he has 

been described as "an outstanding composer...with a quirky and intellectually provocative bent." 

Notable performances include his first string quartet, Wapwallopen, premiered in Weill Recital Hall at 

Carnegie Hall and written on commission from the New York Youth Symphony, and Ohanashi for 

chamber orchestra, written for the New Juilliard Ensemble and premiered in Alice Tully Hall.  His 

works for winds have been performed worldwide, and have been recorded by the UNLV Wind 

Orchestra, the UNCG Wind Ensemble, the Rutgers University Wind Ensemble, the Tokyo Symphonic 

Band, and the TAD Wind Symphony in Japan. His works for dance have enjoyed multiple 

performances at The Juilliard Theater, Alice Tully Hall, and P.S. 122 in NY.  Recently, the chamber or-

chestra "Alarm Will Sound" commissioned arrangements of Aphex Twin electronica for their 

“Acoustica” CD project on the Cantaloupe label, the American Composers Orchestra selected his new 

orchestral work Metropolitan for the 2004 Whitaker New Music Reading Sessions, and in 2003 he won 

the biannual NBA/Merrill Jones Composition Award for Moon by Night.  Jonathan Newman (b. 1972) 

holds degrees from The Juilliard School and Boston University's School for the Arts. His principal 

teachers were John Corigliano, Richard Cornell, David Del Tredici, and George Tsontakis.  Early 

training includes studies at the Boston University Tanglewood Institute and the Aspen Music Festival. 

He resides with his wife Melissa Schlachtmeyer, a costume designer, in New York City. 



INSTRUMENTATION 

 

 

1 Piccolo 

2 Flutes 

2 Oboes (2nd doubles English Horn) 

2 Clarinets in B-flat (2nd doubles Bass Clarinet) 

2 Bassoons (2nd doubles Contrabassoon) 

 

4 Horns in F 

3 Trumpets in C 

2 Trombones 

1 Bass Trombone 

1 Tuba 

 

Timpani 

 

Percussion (3) 

Xylophone, 2 Glockenspiels, Crotales, Marimba, Vibraphone 

Temple Blocks, Wood Block 

Hi-Hat, 2 Suspended Cymbals, 2 Triangles, 2 Brake Drums 

3 Tom-toms, Bass Drum, 2 Bongos, Shaker 

 

Piano 

 

Harp 

 

Strings 

 
 
 
 
 

DURATION 
 

ca. 8:30 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Read by the American Composers Orchestra 
13th Annual Whitaker New Music Readings 

May 20-21, 2004 
Carl St. Clair, conductor 



Metropolitan

Player 1

Battery

Xylophone, 2 Glockenspiel, Crotales, Marimba, Vibraphone
Temple Blocks, Wood Block

Hi-Hat, 2 Suspended Cymbals, 2 Triangles, 2 Brake Drums
3 Tom-toms, Bass Drum, 2 Bongos, Large Shaker

PERCUSSION KEY



Triangle

Xylophone
Glockenspiel
Crotales — 3 mallets (players 1 & 3)


Suspended
Cymbal


Wood Block
(players 1 & 3)


Temple Blocks
lowest and highest blocks
(players 1 & 3)

 

Brake Drum
(players 1 & 3)


Large Shaker
(players 1 & 3)


B.D.
(players 1 & 3)


Player 2



Marimba
Glockenspiel

Triangle


Suspended
Cymbal

Brake Drum




3 Tom-toms
(players 2 & 3)

  
2 Bongos



Player 3



Vibraphone
Crotales — 3 mallets (players 1 & 3)

Hi-hat



Players should situate so that the shared instruments are in between their individual setups — see suggested setup  below.
If necessary, shared instruments which can be easily duplicated might be provided for each player's setup (ie. 2 B.D., or 2 Shakers)

Wood Block
(players 1 & 3)
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Temple Blocks
lowest and highest blocks
(players 1 & 3)







shared






Brake Drum
(players 1 & 3)
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Large Shaker
(players 1 & 3)



shared










3 Tom-toms
(players 2 & 3)
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(players 1 & 3)
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