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1918 
selected poems from 

Kyrie 
 

appreciatively dedicated to Ellen Bryant Voigt for generously 
permitting me to set these fine poems 

 
Living through the COVID-19 pandemic, my thoughts often turn to 1918.  A 
century later and people remain the same – and learn so little from the past.  As the 
death toll soared, I searched for poetry for times such as these, and came across a 
poem by Ellen Bryant Voigt that grabbed my attention with its first line: “thought at 
first grief had brought him down.”  Moved by the poem, I soon learned that this was 
but one poem of many from a volume of poems, published back in 1995, portraying life 
during those years when so many died, yet which seemed strangely lost to our 
collective memory.   
 

Prologue 
 

After the first year, weeds and scrub; 
after five, juniper and birch, 

alders filling in among the briars; 
ten more years, maples rise and thicken; 

forty years, the birches crowded out, 
a new world swarms on the floor of the hardwood forest. 

And who can tell us where there was an orchard, 
where a swing, where the smokehouse stood? 

 
**** 

 
Thought at first that grief had brought him down, 

His wife dead, his own hand dug the grave 
under a willow oak, in family ground— 

he got home sick, was dead when morning came. 



By week’s end, his cousin who worked in town 
was seized at once by fever and by chill, 

left his office, walked back home at noon, 
death ripening in him like a boil. 

 
Soon it was a farmer in the field— 

someone’s brother, someone’s father— 
left the mule in its traces and went home. 
Then the mason, the miller at his wheel, 

from deep in the forest the hunter, the logger, 
and the sun still up everywhere in the kingdom. 

 
**** 

 
The barber, the teacher, the plumber, the preacher, 

the man in a bowler, man in a cap, 
the banker, the baker, the cabinet-maker, 

the fireman, postman, clerk in the shop, 
 

soldier and sailor, teamster and tailor, 
man shoveling snow or sweeping his step, 

carpenter, cobbler, liar, lawyer, 
laid them down and never got up. 

 
O, O, the world wouldn’t stop— 

the neighborhood grocer, the neighborhood cop 
laid them down and never did rise. 

And some of their children, and some of their wives, 
fell into bed and never got up, 
fell into bed and never got up. 

 
**** 

 



Sweet are the songs of bitterness and blame, 
against the stranger spitting on the street, 
the neighbor’s shared contaminated meal, 
the rusted nail, the doctor come too late. 

 
Sweet are the songs of envy and despair, 

which count the healthy strangers that we meet 
and mark the neighbors’ illness mild and brief, 
the birds that go on nesting, the brilliant air. 

 
Sweet are the songs of wry exacted praise, 

scraped from the grave, shaped in the torn throat 
and sung at the helpful stranger on the train, 

and at the neighbors misery brought near, 
and at the waters parted at our feet, 

and to the god who thought to keep us here. 
 

**** 
 

Who said the worst was past, who knew 
such a thing? Someone writing history, 

someone looking down on us 
from the clouds. Down here, snow and wind: 

cold blew through the clapboards, 
our spring was frozen in the frozen ground. 

Like the beasts in their holes, 
no one stirred—if not sick 

exhausted or afraid.  In the village, 
the doctor’s own wife died in the night 

of the nineteenth, 1919. 
But it was true: at the window, 

every afternoon, toward the horizon, 
a little more light before the darkness fell. 
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A few words about (and by) the composer 
 

STAN GRILL 
 
Raised in the Bronx, Stan has been obsessed with music since the age of six, when his mother 
took him to Carnegie Hall and he was astonished and awestruck by a performance of “La Mer.” 
While that obsession first took the form of playing piano at every possible moment (when not 
otherwise engaged in activities typical of a kid growing up in the Bronx of the 1950’s and 
‘60s), it was Stan’s music theory studies at the Manhattan School of Music that converted that 
obsession to writing music – and to finding his own musical voice.  
 
He learned the craft from extraordinary musicians: among others - Robert Helps, Leon 
Kushner, Ursula Mamlok and Joseph Prostakoff.  Stan's passion for medieval and Renaissance 
music has greatly influenced his writing - a contemporary expression of ageless techniques 
based on melody, modal harmonies, and contrapuntal, extended, interweaving lines. Two 
main themes permeate many of his works - music composed in an attempt to translate 
something about the nature of the physical world, and music composed to inspire and promote 
world peace.  
 
Stan’s music has been performed the world over – from Ecuador to Poland; Toulouse to 
Tokyo; Brooklyn to Vienna – by such artists as Camerata Philadelphia,  Camerata Arkos, 
Englewinds, the Pandolfis Consort, the Bronx Arts Ensemble, One World Symphony, violists 
Brett Deubner and Ralph Farris, and violinist Jorge Avila. Major works include three 
symphonies, ten string quartets, a nonet, concerti for violin, viola and cello, and numerous 
song cycles for voice and various instruments. 
 
Stan’s discography includes  “afterwards...” with the Camerata Philadelphia string quartet, 
“and I paint stars with wings” with Camerata Philadelphia, “Rustling Flights of Wings” with 
soprano Nancy Allen Lundy, pianist Stephen Gosling and violinist Ralph Farris and “At the 
Center of All Things” with music performed by the Diderot String Quartet. 
 
“As I see it, as much as we strive to find reason and purpose in our having been born into this 
amazing, mysterious and awe-inspiring universe, that attempt is largely futile.  It is however, the best 
part of our nature that obliges us to make the attempt, though the most we can hope for is to gain 
some small degree of understanding of the world around us, and, more importantly, of ourselves.  To 
achieve this, we each approach the problem in our own way, uniquely shaped by our cultural 
background, innate talents and abilities, education and so on.   For some, science may be the window 
through which they best perceive and interpret the world, for others, religion.  For those to whom the 
world seems to express itself most clearly and beautifully through sound, music is the voice that speaks 
to us and through which we, in turn, best express ourselves.  Now, I can write notes that will make 
pretty music because I’ve been trained to do so – but the best of my music has arrived, rather 
inexplicably, as part of a personal effort to understand the world and myself.  It is, in a way, an act of 
translation.  The world says something, I try to understand it, and then translate it into musical 
language.  The particular musical language which I speak, is, of course, a product of my conservatory 
training and personal musical tastes, but hopefully, the outcome, imperfect a translation as it may be, 
will convey to others something of its original intent.”  

 
Stan's music is melodic, modal, contrapuntal, characterized by extended, interweaving lines. 
His musical influences span the centuries, and include Machaut, Josquin, Palestrina, 
Monteverdi, Lassus, Britten, Ives, Vaughn Williams and Shostakovich.  
 
Complete scores are available at www.stangrillcomposer.com.  Stan Grill is a member of 
ASCAP.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

          
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

sg music publications |  68 pine street | haworth, nj  07641 
www.stangrillcomposer.com  

 

 




