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The Snow Begins (W.C. Williams)
Earth and Sea (Eskimo texts)
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To a Child (W.B. Yeats)
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A Collection of Songs (C.F. Cilliers)
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Der Februar (Erich Kastner)
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Le Lay de Plour (Guillaume Machaut)
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This Hour (Rose Auslinder)

The Aim was Song (Robert Frost)

Two Ballads (Richard Leach)

The Whirr of Wings (various poets)
Dust Song (Richard Leach)

Selections from Words for Music Perhaps (W.B. Yeats)
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To Pain (Peter Levitt)
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1918 (Ellen Bryant Voigt)

Les Fugitifs (R.M. Rilke)

Schnee und Eis (Rose Auslinder)
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The Peace of Wild Things
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Afterwards, there were no more wars

At the Center of All Things
4 Nocturnes

Lonely Voices

Trance Music

The Time is Past
Dreaming of a Better World
Trio Sonata
Transfiguration

Duets

Aphorisms I

Airs and Dances
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Sea and Sky
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The Bridge of Birds
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On the Edge of Sleep & Dreaming
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I was dreaming of the sea...
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Melville’s Dream
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Ophelia Songs (Shakespeare)

Love’s Little Pleasures (various poets)

The Four Elements
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In Praise of Reason

Against War
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Summer

Declaration of Peace

Everything Passes
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The Silence of Winter
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Fantasy

Die Erste Elegie (R.M. Rilke)
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We Will Not Forget

Gaia’s Song

Stone & Star
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Simple Sketches
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Preludes for Piano, 7-12
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MOTLET
(Le Lag de Hour}

for Faul Cohen

[t's been in the back of my mind for a long time to use
actual tunes from a medieval or Renaissance secular song
as the basis for an origina! motet. Ti‘lis music, for (_onn-
(O)-5Sax Quartct, seemed like the right vehicle to make
that haPPen. A]Cter searclﬁing througlﬁ my usual sources,
| decided upon Cuillaume Machaut’s “| e Lag de Flour.”
] had set his 12 romance poems to original music several
years ago, but this time, ] went back to Maclﬂaut’s
melodies to the same texts — which ] took mos’clg verbatim

and incorporated into this quartet.
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A few words about (an& bg) the composer

Raised in the Bronx, Stan has been obsessed with music since the age of six, when his mother
took him to Carnegie Hall and he was astonished and awestruck by a performance of “La Mer.”
While that obsession first took the form of playing piano at every possible moment (when not
otherwise engaged in activities typical of a kid growing up in the Bronx of the 1950’s and
'60s), it was Stan’s music theory studies at the Manhattan School of Music that converted that
obsession to writing music - and to finding his own musical voice.

He learned the craft from extraordinary musicians: among others - Robert Helps, Leon
Kushner, Ursula Mamlok and Joseph Prostakoff. Stan's passion for medieval and Renaissance
music has greatly influenced his writing - a contemporary expression of ageless techniques
based on melody, modal harmonies, and contrapuntal, extended, interweaving lines. Two
main themes permeate many of his works - music composed in an attempt to translate
something about the nature of the physical world, and music composed to inspire and promote
world peace.

Stan’s music has been performed the world over - from Ecuador to Poland; Toulouse to
Tokyo; Brooklyn to Vienna - by such artists as Camerata Philadelphia, Camerata Arkos,
Englewinds, the Pandolfis Consort, the Bronx Arts Ensemble, One World Symphony, violists
Brett Deubner and Ralph Farris, and violinist Jorge Avila. Major works include three
symphonies, ten string quartets, a nonet, concerti for violin, viola and cello, and numerous
song cycles for voice and various instruments.

Stan’s discography includes “remember” with violist Brett Deubner and pianist Thomas
Steigerwald, “afterwards...” and “and I paint stars with wings” with Camerata Philadelphia,
“Rustling Flights of Wings” with soprano Nancy Allen Lundy, pianist Stephen Gosling and
violinist Ralph Farris and “At the Center of All Things” with music performed by the Diderot
String Quartet.

“As I see it, as much as we strive to find reason and purpose in our having been born into this
amazing, mysterious and awe-inspiring universe, that attempt is largely futile. It is however, the best
part of our nature that obliges us to make the attempt, though the most we can hope for is to gain
some small degree of understanding of the world around us, and, more importantly, of ourselves. To
achieve this, we each approach the problem in our own way, uniquely shaped by our cultural
background, innate talents and abilities, education and so on. For some, science may be the window
through which they best perceive and interpret the world, for others, religion. For those to whom the
world seems to express itself most clearly and beautifully through sound, music is the voice that speaks
to us and through which we, in turn, best express ourselves. Now, I can write notes that will make
pretty music because I've been trained to do so — but the best of my music has arrived, rather
inexplicably, as part of a personal effort to understand the world and myself. It is, in a way, an act of
translation. The world says something, I try to understand it, and then translate it into musical
language. The particular musical language which I speak, is, of course, a product of my conservatory
training and personal musical tastes, but hopefully, the outcome, imperfect a translation as it may be,
will convey to others something of its original intent.”

Stan's music is melodic, modal, contrapuntal, characterized by extended, interweaving lines.
His musical influences span the centuries, and include Machaut, Josquin, Palestrina,
Monteverdi, Lassus, Britten, Ives, Vaughn Williams and Shostakovich.

Complete scores are available at www.stangrillcomposer.com. Stan Grill is a member of
ASCAP and a voting member of the RECORDING ACADEMY. His albums are available on the
Innova Recordings and Navona Recordings labels.
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