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Lonely Voices 2013 string quartet 26 min 
Trance Music 2014 string orchestra 22 min 
The Time is Past 2016 string quartet 15 min 
Dreaming of a Better World 2016 string quartet 15 min 
Trio Sonata 2017 vn, va d’amore, cello 10 min 
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Airs and Dances 2019 strings 6 min 
Border Crossings 2019 2 violins 6 min 
Sea and Sky 2019 2 violas 11 min 
Ode to Theia 2020 string quartet 22 min 
Trio Sonata – 2020 2020 viola, viola d’amore, cello 10 min 
Drift 2021 string orchestra 12 min 
The Bridge of Birds 2021 viola & cello 13 min 
Sulla Natura 2021 string quartet 27 min 
Music inspired by 2 poems against war 2022 Solo cello 7 min 
    
CHAMBER MUSIC    
Three for Three 1992 violin, cello, piano 16 min 
Civil War Songs 1992 viola, piano 18 min 
Take Five 1993 piano quintet 25 min 
Serenade 1999 fl, vn, va, vc 11 min 
Distant Music 2000 cl, vn/va, vc, pn 20 min 
Driven by the Wind 2001 flute, cello, piano 25 min 
Nonet (for New York) 2002 fl, ob, cl, hn, bn, string quartet 35 min 
A Little Sweet 2003 flute, cello 10 min 
On the Edge of Sleep & Dreaming 2003 horn, cello, harp 31 min 
5 Pastoral Scenes 2004 ob, bn, vn, va, vc 30 min 
I was dreaming of the sea… 2004 vn (or fl), vc, pn 7 min 
Little Tales of Mirth & Woe 2004 vn (or fl), vc, pn 6 min 
An Ode to the Possibility of Piece 2005 clarinet, violin, cello 15 min 
Elements 2006  fl, ob, cl, hn, bn 11 min 
Motet for Brass Instruments 2006 2 tp, hn, tb, tu 7 min 
4 Caprices 2014 violin, piano 14 min 
Melville’s Dream 2017 alto flute, viola, cello 12 min 
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STONE & STAR 

 

Two poems by very different poets, sharing a common theme.  We live between 
two worlds – fully at home in neither. 

 

 

Meditation  

(Hart Crane) 

 

I have drawn my hands away 
Toward peace and the grey margins of the day. 

The andante of vain hopes and lost regret 
Falls like slow rain that whispers to forget,-- 
Like a song that neither questions nor replies 
It laves with coolness tarnished lips and eyes. 

 
I have drawn my hands away 

At last to touch the ungathered rose.  O stay, 
Moment of dissolving happiness! Astir 

Already in the sky, night’s chorister 
Has brushed a petal from the jasmine moon, 
And the heron has passed by, alas, how soon! 

 
I have drawn my hands away 

Like ships for guidance in the lift and spray 
Of stars that urge them toward an unknown goal, 

Drift, O wakeful one, O restless soul, 
Until the glittering white open hand 

Of heaven thou shalt read and understand. 
  



Abend  
 

(Rainer Maria Rilke) 
 

Der Abend wechselt langsam die Gewänder, 
die ihm ein Rand von alten Bäumen hält; 

du schaust: und von dir scheiden sich die Länder, 
ein himmelfahrendes und eins, das fällt; 

 
und lassen dich, zu keinem ganz gehörend, 

nicht ganz so dunkel wie das Haus, das schweigt, 
nicht ganz so sicher Ewiges beschwörend 

wie das, was Stern wird jede Nacht und steigt – 
 

und lassen dir (unsäglich zu entwirrn) 
dein Leben bang und riesenhaft und reifend, 
so daß es, bald begrenzt und bald begreifend, 

abwechselnd Stein in dir wird und Gestirn. 
 

Slowly the evening puts on the clothes 
held for it by a ridge of ancient trees; 

you watch: and the lands divide from you, 
one going heavenward, one sinking down; 

 
and leave you, not quite belonging to either, 

not quite so dark as the house cloaked in silence, 
not quite so surely pledging the eternal 

as that which becomes star each night and climbs— 
 

and leave you (inexpressibly to untangle) 
your life, immense and ripening and fearful, 

so that now closed in, now reaching everywhere, 
it grows alternately stone in you and star. 
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A few words about (and by) the composer 
 

Raised in the Bronx, Stan has been obsessed with music since the age of six, when his mother 
took him to Carnegie Hall and he was astonished and awestruck by a performance of “La Mer.” 
While that obsession first took the form of playing piano at every possible moment (when not 
otherwise engaged in activities typical of a kid growing up in the Bronx of the 1950’s and 
‘60s), it was Stan’s music theory studies at the Manhattan School of Music that converted that 
obsession to writing music – and to finding his own musical voice.  
 
He learned the craft from extraordinary musicians: among others - Robert Helps, Leon 
Kushner, Ursula Mamlok and Joseph Prostakoff.  Stan's passion for medieval and Renaissance 
music has greatly influenced his writing - a contemporary expression of ageless techniques 
based on melody, modal harmonies, and contrapuntal, extended, interweaving lines. Two 
main themes permeate many of his works - music composed in an attempt to translate 
something about the nature of the physical world, and music composed to inspire and promote 
world peace.  
 
Stan’s music has been performed the world over – from Ecuador to Poland; Toulouse to 
Tokyo; Brooklyn to Vienna – by such artists as Camerata Philadelphia,  Camerata Arkos, 
Englewinds, the Pandolfis Consort, the Bronx Arts Ensemble, One World Symphony, violists 
Brett Deubner and Ralph Farris, and violinist Jorge Avila. Major works include three 
symphonies, ten string quartets, a nonet, concerti for violin, viola and cello, and numerous 
song cycles for voice and various instruments. 
 
Stan’s discography includes  “remember” with violist Brett Deubner and pianist Thomas 
Steigerwald, “afterwards...” and “and I paint stars with wings” with Camerata Philadelphia, 
“Rustling Flights of Wings” with soprano Nancy Allen Lundy, pianist Stephen Gosling and 
violinist Ralph Farris and “At the Center of All Things” with music performed by the Diderot 
String Quartet. 
 
“As I see it, as much as we strive to find reason and purpose in our having been born into this 
amazing, mysterious and awe-inspiring universe, that attempt is largely futile.  It is however, the best 
part of our nature that obliges us to make the attempt, though the most we can hope for is to gain 
some small degree of understanding of the world around us, and, more importantly, of ourselves.  To 
achieve this, we each approach the problem in our own way, uniquely shaped by our cultural 
background, innate talents and abilities, education and so on.   For some, science may be the window 
through which they best perceive and interpret the world, for others, religion.  For those to whom the 
world seems to express itself most clearly and beautifully through sound, music is the voice that speaks 
to us and through which we, in turn, best express ourselves.  Now, I can write notes that will make 
pretty music because I’ve been trained to do so – but the best of my music has arrived, rather 
inexplicably, as part of a personal effort to understand the world and myself.  It is, in a way, an act of 
translation.  The world says something, I try to understand it, and then translate it into musical 
language.  The particular musical language which I speak, is, of course, a product of my conservatory 
training and personal musical tastes, but hopefully, the outcome, imperfect a translation as it may be, 
will convey to others something of its original intent.”  

 
Stan's music is melodic, modal, contrapuntal, characterized by extended, interweaving lines. 
His musical influences span the centuries, and include Machaut, Josquin, Palestrina, 
Monteverdi, Lassus, Britten, Ives, Vaughn Williams and Shostakovich.  
 
Complete scores are available at www.stangrillcomposer.com.  Stan Grill is a member of 
ASCAP and a voting member of the RECORDING ACADEMY.  His albums are available on the 
Innova Recordings and Navona Recordings labels. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

          
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

sg music publications |  68 pine street | haworth, nj  07641 
www.stangrillcomposer.com  

 

 


	Title Page - Stone and Star
	LIST OF COMPOSITIONS 2022
	Stone and Star - Finale.pdf
	Bio - 2021
	Back Cover

