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FRONTISPIECE

“I have the gift of neither the spoken nor the written word, especially if [ have to say something about
myself or my work. Whoever wants to know something about me -as an artist, the only notable thing-
ought to look carefully at my pictures and try and see in them what I am and what I want to do.”

from Gustav Klimt
http://lwww.expo-klimt.com/.



Gustav Klimt
(1862-1918)

Gustav Klimt (1862-1918), Viennese painter, who was the founder of the Vienna Secession, the
Austrian art nouveau movement. His early work, consisting principally of large murals for theaters, was
painted in an unremarkable naturalistic style. After 1898, Klimt's work moved toward greater innovation
and imagination, taking on a more decorative, symbolic aspect. He continued to paint murals, but the harsh
public criticism of the three murals Philosophy, Medicine, and Jurisprudence (1900-1902, Vienna
University; destroyed 1945) led him to concentrate on panel painting. Klimt's best-known works are his
later portraits, such as Frau Fritsa Reidler (1906, Osterreichische Galerie, Vienna), with their flat,
unshadowed surfaces, translucent, mosaic colors and forms, and sinuous, curling background lines and
patterns. Among his most admired works is the series of mosaic murals (1905-1909) in the Palais Stoclet,
an opulent private mansion in Brussels designed by the architect Josef Hoffmann, who was also a member
of the Vienna Secession movement.

"Gustav Klimt," Microsoft® Encarta® Online Encyclopedia 2005
http://encarta.msn.com © 1997-2005 Microsoft Corporation.
All Rights Reserved.
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Program Notes:

As has been expressed in a journal of the painter, Edvard Munch: “at times you see with different
eyes,” a composer “at times [hears] with different [ears.]” And so it is here of “hearing” these
paintings at this moment in time. Another moment might produce a different “hearing,” or
“hearing” impression. I’ve attempted to create my “hearing’ of these paintings and even create
different possible hearings within the “hearing” through passages of structured improvisation,
which in turn produce different hearings for the listener. So I’ve composed what I heard, to
paraphrase Munch, at this moment in time.

GAS

Performance Notes:

In general, special performance techniques are indicated in the score and parts at the places
where they occur. The various “free” sections, which involve a kind of “structured
improvisation,” all have specific instructions where they occur; the musical events specified
should be performed within the durational, timbral and dynamic parameters indicated but also
allow for artistic license and interpretational freedom for the performer, which the composer is
very willing to accept. This approach may result in different readings in various performances,
perhaps different readings by the same performers in subsequent performances. Again, the
composer is comfortable with this.

Duration: c. 12°
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L A ha. Any octave; own tempo: - -l) Y . 9
—_— e o [ R S
Vin {5 ‘ et ——1
* ANIY LI} |4 1L §
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