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Notes

This work is for five singers: a King and four women’s singing parts representing his
twelve daughters. The four women’s parts may be tripled if desired, or non-singing participants
may be included to total an entire complement of twelve Princesses. Further, if more non-singers
must be included (schoolchildren, for example), they may appear in appropriate scenes as the
Princesses’ silent, dancing beaux.

The opening aria of the Queen, the King’s late wife, is meant to be sung by the same
performer as Princess Two.

At several places in the score, optional repeats are indicated. It is possible to ignore the
repeats completely or to use one or more of them once or more if activity on stage requires more

time.

Throughout, 2 mime may be present. If used, he should be costumed as a harlequin,
usually stationed at a front corner of the stage, providing a link between scenes, and guiding the
Princesses and the audience from the bedroom to the magical dancing location. If a mime is not
used, lighting and stage action can make adequate connections.

In the King’s part several ossias are provided. Those for individual notes and phrases are
indicated by tiny noteheads in parentheses. Those involving octava and octava bassa indications
are self-explanatory. In appendices at the back of the score, complete transpositions are provided
for the King’s first and third arias.
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THE KING’S TWELVE MOONS

A chamber opera in one act

by

Joelle Wallach

Scene 1:

Queen (dressed in mysterious, diaphonous but very concealing materials) off stage or barely visible in very eerie light.
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Scene 2:

(Curtain rises on King.)
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Lights have come up on the Princesses. We are in their bedroom with the King.
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Dejected, the King leaves the bedroom (in view of the audience). The lights dim to a spotlight on the King,
sitting morosely on a stool just outside the Princesses’ bedroom door. The mime, if used, can lead us
in following the King, pantomiming his sorrow.
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Lights dim on the King and come up on the Princesses beginning to dance . They dance through a
sacret doorway in the floor or in the wall opposite that which the King has been laaning against during
his vigil. If @ mime is used, he can lead either them or us (showing the joyous and clandestine
nature of their ascapade). They may be joined by pther festive flgures if more participants
are desired, or they may dance alone.
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(Princesses singing along with their dancing.)
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( Spoken as the dancing continues and the Princessas dance through the doorway or
pening to the magic dancing area, possibly guided by the mime.)
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(The Princesses ignore the King and continue to leave.)
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As the music continues and then becomes quieter, (with echoes of the Queen's aria, etc.)
the King may look through the doorway after the Princesses as the lights dim gradually.
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Alternate tessitura for King’s first aria
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Alternate tessitura for King’s second aria.
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Alternate tessitura for King’s third aric.

(Begins here.)
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in their room, in their room and in their child- hoods.
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End of alternate tessitura
for King's third aria.
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Lights dim on the King and come up on the Princesses beginning to dance . They dance through a
sacreat doorway in the floor or in the wall opposite that which the King has been leaning against during

his vigil.

are dasired, or they may dance alone.

Scene 5

Lontano e rubato

If a mime is used, he can lead either them or us (showing the joyous and clandestine
nature of their escapada). They may be joined by pther fastive figures if more participants
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