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Moments musicaux for viola and piano, op. 8

This suite developed slowly, between April of 1978 and March of 1981. This was a
pivotal time for me, since in the midst of it I moved to New York City to pursue a career
as a professional musician. (Perhaps I should point out that several other works were
begun and finished during that time.) As it happened, I did not fall in with any violists in
the path I was then pursuing, which means that my mother, to whom I dedicated these
musical moments, never got to hear the suite entire before she passed on late in 1982.
She did however hear several of the pieces in ad hoc arrangements I fashioned for
instruments available to me at that point.

The Fandango, which she particularly enjoyed I'm happy to say, has been by far the most
re-arranged number in my ceuvre. Lucille Ball said about her hair color that she changed
it so many times she couldn't remember what she had actually started with! I feel the
same about the instrumental "color" of this inordinately popular composition, the first in
the present suite to see the light of day. But one day I overheard in my head (that is really
the way I approach musical ideas that occur to me) a catchy fandango motive for stringed
instrument and piano. I soon realized that this was not an independent idea; rather, it
could only serve as a thematic coda for the pre-existing Fandango, now known as opus 8,
number 4. Now, all the notes of this new coda could conceivably be played on violin, but
they would lie quite low. The key was D major. The melody of the Fandango proper
had so low a center of gravity in that key as to foreordain viola as the choice of
instrument, practicably speaking. Even in the absence of a solo performer for the piece in
my life at this time, I ascertained that the viola indeed conjured the best sound for this
music, to which the other pieces in Moments musicaux were gradually added over the
years. (Similarly, Lucille Ball determined at some point just to stay a redhead!)

1. Alert. The viola struggles to declaim its message amid thickly textured but dry chords
from the piano.

2. Saltarello. Italian "jumping" dance. In keeping with tradition, the mode meanders
from major to minor.

3. Intermezzo. Begins as a viola solo with double and triple stops. The melody is
heard to best advantage however when the piano lends its services as accompaniment.

4. Fandango. In ternary form with coda. In the middle section the melody passes to
the right hand of the piano. When the viola takes over again the music accelerates into a
measure of rest, at which point the first panel of music blithely returns, quite unaffected
by these dramatic goings-on.

5. Jig. Partakes of qualities inherent to both the Irish jig (hence the dedication to my
mother) and the contrapuntal French gigue. The latter form was of course the one so
often used as the concluding movement to the Baroque instrumental suite.

Victor Frost
13 VII 84
New York City
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