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DREAM SONGS
(Duration: 15 minutes)

In five movements. (Played without pause.)

ORCHESTRA
2 flutes (2 = piccolo)
2 oboes
2 clarinets in Bf (2 = bass clarinet)
2 bassoons

2 horns in F
2 trumpets in C
2 trombones
tuba

percussion (2 players)
    1: triangle, suspended cymbal, crotales 

    2: triangle, suspended cymbal,  hi-hat cymbal, crotales (cf 1.), vibraphone, woodblock,

piano

strings
    

PERFORMANCE NOTES
This is a C score. All parts sound as written with the exception of 
piccolo  (sounds  one  octave  higher),  crotales  (sound  two  octaves 
higher),  and  contrabass  (sounds  one  octave  lower—even  for 
harmonics). 

Accidentals  do  not  carry  through the  bar.  They  refer  only  to  the 
note they precede, except in cases of immediate repetition, where, 
for  example  Cs,  C,  C  would  mean  Cs,  Cs,  Cs (even  with 
intervening  rests).  Many  cautionary  accidentals  have  been  added 
(in parentheses) for clarity.

The  score  contains  many  short crescendi, often  from niente or 
piano to forte. These are meant to sound electronic (like backward 
envelopes) and should be exaggerated to create the intended effect.

Many of the sounds on the tape are intended to combine with the 
orchestra.  To achieve  this  effect,  some of  the  speakers  in  the  hall 
should be placed very close to, or even within the orchestra.
 



TEXT
Poems  from The  Dream  Songs by  John  Berryman.  Copyright  ©  1969  by  John  Berryman.  Copyright 
renewed 1997 by Kate Donahue Berryman. Used by arrangement with Farrar, Straus and Giroux, LLC. 
All rights reserved. 

1.

Huffy Henry hid       the day,
unappeasable Henry sulked.
I see his point,—a trying to put things over.
It was the thought that they thought
they could do it made Henry wicked & away.
But he should have come out and talked.

All the world like a woolen lover
once did seem on Henry’s side.
Then came a departure.
Thereafter nothing fell out as it might or ought.
I don’t see how Henry, pried
open for all the world to see, survived.

What he has now to say is a long
wonder the world can bear & be.
Once in a sycamore I was glad
all at the top, and I sang.
Hard on the land wears the strong sea
and empty grows every bed.

14.

Life, friends, is boring. We must not say so.
After all, the sky flashes, the great sea yearns,
we ourselves flash and yearn,
and moreover my mother told me as a boy
(repeatingly) ‘Ever to confess you’re bored
means you have no

Inner Resources.’ I conclude now I have no
inner resources, because I am heavy bored.
Peoples bore me,
literature bores me, especially great literature,
Henry bores me, with his plights & gripes
as bad as achilles,

who loves people and valiant art, which bores me.
And the tranquil hills, & gin, look like a drag
and somehow a dog
has taken itself & its tail considerably away
into mountains or sea or sky, leaving
behind: me, wag.

48.

He yelled at me in Greek,
my God!—It’s not his language
and I’m no good at—his is Aramaic,
was—I am a monoglot of English
(American version) and, say pieces from
a baker’s dozen others: where’s the bread?

but rising in the Second Gospel, pal:
The seed goes down, god dies,
a rising happens,
some crust, and then occurs       an eating. He said so,
a Greek idea,
troublesome to imaginary Jews,

like bitter Henry, full of the death of love,
Cawdor-uneasy, disambitious, mourning
the whole implausible necessary thing.
He dropped his voice & sybilled of
the death of the death of love.
I óught to get going.

22. Of 1826

I am the little man who smokes & smokes.
I am the girl who does know better but.
I am the king of the pool.
I am so wise I had my mouth sewn shut.
I am a government official and a goddamned fool.
I am a lady who takes jokes.

I am the enemy of the mind.
I am the auto salesman and lóve you.
I am a teenage cancer, with a plan.
I am the blackt-out man.
I am the woman powerful as a zoo.
I am two eyes screwed to my set, whose blind—

It is the Fourth of July.
Collect: while the dying man,
foregone by you creator, who forgives,
is gasping ‘Thomas Jefferson still lives’
in vain, in vain, in vain.
I am Henry Pussy-cat! My whiskers fly.

77.

Seedy Henry rose up shy in de world
& shaved & swung his barbells, duded Henry up
and p.a.’d poor thousands of persons on topics of grand
moment to Henry, ah to those less & none.
Wif a book of his in either hand
he is stript down to move on.

—Come away, Mr Bones.

—Henry is tired of the winter,
& haircuts, & a squeamish comfy    ruin-prone proud national
    mind,    & Spring (in the city so called).
Henry likes Fall.
Hé would be prepared to líve in a world of Fáll
for ever, impenitent Henry.
But the snows and summers grieve & dream;

thése fierce & airy occupations, and love,
raved away so many of Henry’s years
it is a wonder that, with in each hand
one of his own mad books and all,
ancient fires for eyes, his head full
& his heart full, he’s making ready to move on.
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q = 76
With intensity and precision

I. (No. 1: “Huffy Henry”)
q = 76 With intensity and precision
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III. (No. 14: “Life, friends”)
q = 56 Somewhat expressionless, but precise
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