Dedicated with love and admiration to my uncle, Salvatore Silipigni

Uncle Sal's Cello

for Orchestra & Narrator Richard Chiarappa
Moderato Spring 2010
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This is a story about ---ayoung boy
a very old cello... named Richard
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Uncle Sal lived far away, but every summer he would travel
east to see his family. For young Richard his uncle's visits
were exciting and always began the same way. Richard's
parents would drive to his grandparents' home where
Uncle Sal stayed. As soon as Richard stepped out of the car
he would stand frozen in place...and listen.
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Out of the open windows of the house
floated the sounds of Uncle Sal's cello.
Richard entered the house, greeted his
grandparents silently, and tiptoed to the
room where his uncle was practicing.

As he got closer and
closer, each note grew
louder and louder until
it seemed like an entire
orchestra was playing!
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from a young boy into a young man and had a family of his own.

Sadly, Richard and his uncle lost contact.

Time went by. Uncle Sal found a new job and had to move far,
far away. He visited less and less, and the time finally came
when his visits stopped altogether. Meanwhile, Richard grew
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