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Halftone 

 
 
Sitting on the quiet stairs, 
concrete cool beneath her, 
clogs rest, still as her Jupiter eyes. 
 
Straight hair extends to soft, sweet chin 
and her hands tie invisible knots. 
Moments before, she was walking. 
 
Soaking in green, blue, and red 
(bright colors of youth) like bread, 
she ran in those awkward shoes. 
 
And as the painted pink flowers 
peeled off her shoes at rocket speed, 
those she passed saw only pastel powder. 
 
Positano 
 
 
Italians are rude;  
I sit on my luggage. 
And remember 
your assurance:  “I will not leave you.” 
I am glad to be a girl.   
Protected, 
 
we shuttle through the night, 
inspired by Fellini. 
It is romantic until I realize: 
we are not lovers. 
I don’t dare touch you.  Timing 
 
is everything,  
mine is terrible.  Later, 
I shower in the dark -- double doors wide, 
strangers’ eyes gone.  I write postcards 
while we drink pink champagne.   
And we have no money, but white sheets 
and thirsty towels, which you steal 
when we leave for the beach.   
 
In the Mediterranean, 
you crawl circles around me: 
to the buoys and back, 



and you chastise me for not swimming 
past where my feet touch the ground. 
 

 
 
 
3 am 

 
The stories we spread like finger paint 
obscure.  You are nothing but stories  
and I can’t think of anything 
to say to the cameras -- soccer-ball sized  
lights shining through our living- 
room windows.  “He was odd,  
in a creative sort of way,” 
doesn’t sound good enough. 
Or should I say “is?”  Is it 
like speaking of an author, using  
the present tense once he’s lost  
to the pull of time? The stories I could 
tell, of the crazy neighbor;  
  it would be a lie. 
  
Since the police officer led you  
to his cruiser, handcuffed, around  
the yellow tape and “crime scene” van, 
you are as good as dead to me --  
dead as your mother is to you.   
All I ever knew of you  
were stories and two mangy dogs  
standing still in the night, blue  
from dizzying strobes, barking 
  at three am. 
 
 
Quiet 
 
 
and calm, you reached 
for me.  Fingers through hair, 
gaze moving  
down. 
Locked against the bed, 
I close my eyes and pray 
and I wait.  Stale 



muskiness, pastel --  
unfamiliar, you rise 
and my eyes drill 
your form, searching. 
 
 
from Mudseason, unpublished. used by permission. 
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∑
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∑
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∑
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∑
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∑
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‰
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Ó
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Ó

‰ j

œœ
œ

#

‰ j

œœ
œ

Ó
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œ#

œ#
œ

∑

∑

∑

La Rose

14



&

&

&

&

&

8

7

8
7

8
7

8
7

8

7

4

3

4
3

4
3

4
3

4

3

8

5

8
5

8
5

8
5

8

5

4

4

4
4

4
4

4
4

4

4

8

6

8
6

8
6

8
6

8

6

sop.

cl.

vln.

pno.

61

œ

P

œ# œ œ œ œ
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Œ
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Œ
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œ œ#
œ

>
œ

>

Œ

∑

≈ j

œ

œ
¨

≈

œ

>

œ

œb
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œ# œn

œ j

œ

π

‰

spread like

œ

π

Œ Œ ≈
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œ œ
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Œ
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œ œ œ œ
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ƒ
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œ œ

p

œn œ# œn
œ
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œb œ œ

œ œ
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‰
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œ œ
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Œ
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.œ œ

œ#
-

œ
.

œb

>

˙

‰ ≈

r

œ
œ

œb

Œ ‰

J

œ

œ
œ

#

Œ

La Rose

20



&

?

?

35

as good as dead

.œb œ
œb
-

œ
.

œb
>

˙

‰ ≈

R

œ

œ
œ

b

Œ ‰
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Œ
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Œ ‰
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œ
-

œ
.

œ

>

.œ œ
>

œ œ

œ#
--

œ
.

œb

>

Œ ‰

J

œ

œ

œ

#

b

‰

j

œ
œ

œ#

Œ

dizzying strobes, barking at 3 a

.œ
>

œ

œ#
-

œ
.

œb

>

œ
.œ

>

œ

œ
-

œ
.

‰
œ
œ

œb

œ
œ

œ

Œ ‰

J

œ

œ
œ

# œ

œ
œ

m.

wb

>

fp ƒ

‰

J

œ

œ
œ

#

Œ Ó

La Rose

21



&

&

?

&

?

&

?

4

5

4

5

4

5

4

5

4

5

4

5

4

5

c

c

c

c

c

c

c

voice

flute
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∑

œ

œb
w

U

niente

∑

∑

∑

Œ

3
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∑

Œ
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œ œ œ œn œ#
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∑
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