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PROGRAM NOTES

“Sun dogs,” or “mock suns,” appear as bright bursts of light on each side of the sun. Formed in northern climates when sunlight passes
through hexagonal ice crystals high in the atmosphere, they are most often bright white but may show a spectrum of color resembling a
rainbow. I first saw a pair of “sun dogs” on a cold winter morning while driving to Duluth a few years ago and was immediately fascinated
by their appearance. Given the elements of light and color, it seemed like an ideal fit for an orchestral work. When I began researching
what I had seen, however, I found only page after page of explanations and descriptions, each containing out of focus and poorly lit
photographs. It quickly became apparent that while seeing “sun dogs” was not uncommon, capturing the effect was. I realized that what I
had seen was, like music, something that had to be experienced and was almost impossible to describe using words. Sun Dogs is meant to
be a musical portrait, a way to share both my sense of wonder at the spectacular view I witnessed as well as the feeling that this was one of
those moments in life that could never be re created or explained, just re imagined.

I would like to express my deepest gratitude to William Schrickel, SCSO Executive Director Sandy Nadeau, and especially Roger and
Verna Rohlck for their willingness to support my music. For any creative artist, it’s impossible to overstate the importance of having
people that champion the creation of new works and are willing to take a chance.

Funded in part by the Composers Assistance Program of the American Music Center.

INSTRUMENTATION
(Transposed Score — Duration: ca. 9 _ minutes)
Piccolo
2 Flutes
2 Oboes
English Horn
2 A Clarinets
Bb Bass Clarinet
2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon

4 F Horns

2 C Trumpets

2 Trombones
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani
Percussion (3 players) — see back of score for suggested percussion setup:

Player 1:

Crotales — 2 octaves (shared with Percussion 2), Vibraphone (motor off), Marimba, Chimes (shared with Percussion 2), Crash Cymbals*, Large
Suspended Cymbal (shared with Percussion 2), Small, Medium & Large Triangles (shared with Percussion 2), Temple Blocks (shared with
Percussion 2), and Tambourine

Player 2:

Crotales — 2 octaves (shared with Percussion 1), Chimes (shared with Percussion 1), Small, Medium & Large Triangles (shared with Percussion 1),
Sizzle Cymbal, Small Suspended Cymbal, Large Suspended Cymbal (shared with Percussion 1), Tam-Tam, Small, Medium & Large Wood Blocks
(shared with Percussion 3), and Temple Blocks (shared with Percussion 1)

Player 3:
Glockenspiel, Xylophone, Mark Tree, Crash Cymbals*, Small, Medium & Large Wood Blocks (shared with Percussion 2), 4 Tom Toms, and Bass
Drum
* Note: Percussion 1 Crash Cymbals should be slightly “higher” that those used by Percussion 3.
Harp
Celesta
Strings

PERFORMANCE NOTES

Accidentals only apply to the register and part they appear in, and carry through the entire measure unless cancelled out by another accidental (such as a natural sign).

Grace notes (including beamed grace notes with slashes) are to be played immediately before the beat they precede. They are to be played very close to the beat and
as fast as possible.

Harp harmonics should sound an octave higher than written.
Metronome markings are approximations.
Trills apply to written note and a diatonic second above (as modified by flat, natural or sharp signs) unless otherwise indicated.

If no instruction to dampen follows an /.v. marking, the sound should be allowed to sustain and decay naturally.



TRANSPOSED SCORE

Duration: ca. 9 1/2 minutes
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