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NOTES FOR PERFORMANCE 
 
• Additional performance requirements: 

◊ 
◊ 
◊ 
◊ 
◊ 

c. 5 wine glasses, tuned to Bb (wine glasses to be pre-tuned in consultation with cellist) 
hammers 
shortwave radios (quantity determined at discretion of the conductor) 
Tibetan singing bowl 
music stands to accommodate singers playing wine glasses and Tibetan singing bowl, 
operating radios, and clapping hands 
 

• When no text is indicated, the chorus is to sing ah. 
 
• All vowels indicated in vocalise sections are to be sung according to Latin pronunciation. 
 
• Vertical arrows indicate cues in one voice (including cello) intended to trigger events in 

another. 
 

• Rehearsal A through Rehearsal B is divided into a series of fragments, separated by solid 
barlines. (Dashed barlines occur within fragments as an aid to performance, but should have 
no bearing on phrasing.) Each fragment is driven by a particular voice (including cello), 
indicated above the uppermost staff in bold type. 

 
• At Rehearsal D, the number of radios to be played (by members of the choir) is to be 

determined at the discretion of the conductor. Radios are to be pre-tuned at random to an 
unintelligible cacophony of stations and static. (No discernible music!) Volume on all radios 
should be set at or near the lowest possible audible level; enough radios should be employed 
so as to create a soft but present murmur. 

 
• At Rehearsal G, those members of the chorus playing wine glasses are instructed to break 

glasses with hammers. A protective covering may be prepared beforehand at the discretion of 
the performers, so long as the sound of breaking glass is minimally impeded. 
 

• Singers (and soloists particularly) may use tuning forks to prepare for entrances, at the 
conductor’s discretion. 
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Radios are to be pre-tuned at random to an unintelligible cacophony of stations and static. (No discernible music!)
Volume on all radios should be set at or near the lowest possible audible level; enough radios should be employed
so as to create a soft but present murmur.
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