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This music is a response to a particular production of Shakespere's A Midsummer Night's Dream, the first I'd ever seen in
which Oberon and Titania and the rest of the fairy world are portrayed, I felt far more fittingly, as capricious, arrogant,
belligerant creatures for whom the intrusion of these mortals into their woods was cause for aggression.  This feels truer to
an older sense: fairies in Shakespere's day were forest creatures to be taken seriously, capable of tremendous deviousness,
often borne of sheer caprice, on those who come upon them.  The woods are meant to be a frightening place where it might
not be unheardof to find one's self magically transformed and as often as not for the far worse than for the better, and where
the lovers flee to escape each other.  It was refreshing to see Puck be genuinely astonished when Oberon asks him to annoint
a mortal's eyes to assist a lady love, and even then still expects some entertaining mischeif and is understandably perplexed
when Oberon scolds him for mangling the assignment.  The woods are not meant to be romanticized, although that is the
final outcome of the play; they are meant to present a "darkest hour" scenario, a terror and tribulation, from which the lovers
emerge transformed and confirmed.

NIGHT MUSIC is an impression of those denizens of the Athenian woods.

Duration: approx. 12 minutes.
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Night Music
for Dennis Cadena who made this work possible
and for Peter Tilling who makes this score reality. JACK PARTON

2017
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? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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pizz.

∑ ∑ ∑

wb œb œ ˙b ˙ ˙b ˙ ˙b ˙b œb œ ˙b ˙

wb œ œ ˙b ˙ ˙b ˙ ˙ ˙b œ œ ˙b ˙

wb œ Œ
˙b ˙n œb œb ˙ ˙b œ Œ

˙b ˙n œb œb

w œ Œ
˙ ˙n œb œb ˙ ˙ œ Œ

˙ ˙n œb œb

‰ œb œn œb œb œn œb œ wb

‰
œb œ œb œn œb œb œn

ww
wbb

‰ œb œ œb œn œb œb œn œb Œ Ó
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205
203

pp  poco marcato

pp

mp

pp  poco marcato

cresc. mp
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p

pp

pp
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Vln. I

Vln. II
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209
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&

& ∑ ∑
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∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑

&

& ∑ ∑
- -

∑

& œb œœœ œœœ
œ

œb œ œœ œ# œn œ œn œ# œœ œn œ œœ
œ

œ# œ œ œn œ œœ
œ

œ# œ œ œn œ œœ
œ

œ# œ œ œn œ œœ
œ

& œb œb œb œb
œ œ œœ

œb œb œb œb
œb œn œb œb

œb œ œb œb
œ œ œœ

œb œ œb œb
œ œ œœ

œb œ œb œb
œ œ œœ

œb œ œb œb
œ œ œœ

& ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑
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∑

? ∑ ∑
con sord.

∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

&

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& œ# œ œ œn œ œ œ
œ

œ# œ œ œn œ œ œ
œ

œ# œ œ œn œ œ œ
œ

œ# œ œ œn œ œ œ
œ

œ# œ œ œn œ œn œb œn
œ œn œ# œn

œ œ œ
œ

& œb œ œb œb
œ œ œ œ

œb œ œb œb
œ œ œ œ

œb œ œb œb
œ œ œ œ

œb œ œb œb
œ œ œ œ

œb œ œb œb
œb œn œb œb

œ# œn œ# œ#
œ œ œ œ

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ &

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

B ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

œ œb ˙ ˙b ˙ w ˙ Ó ˙b œb œb ˙ ˙b

œ ˙ ™ œ ˙ ™ œ Œ Ó

w w œ
Œ Ó

œ œ ˙ ˙ ˙ w ˙ Ó ˙b œb œ ˙ ˙

œ
œ

˙b ™ ˙ ™
œ
œ

˙b ™ ˙ ™
œ
œ Œ Ó

Ó ‰ œ œ# œ# œb œn œb œ œ œ# œ# œb ww

Ó ‰
œ œ œ# œ# œb œ œb œ œ œ# œ# wwb

wb wb œ
Œ Ó

w w œ Œ Ó

‰ œ œb œ œb œ œb œ œn Œ Ó

˙ ˙b œb œb œ œb ˙ œb œ ˙ ˙# œ œ ˙# ˙# ˙

˙ ˙b œ œb œ œ ˙ œb œ ˙ ˙# œ œ ˙# ˙# ˙#

Ó ‰
œ œ# œn

Ó ‰ œ# œ œ#
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mf

215215

p  (marcato)

p

mf

p  (marcato)

mf

ø
mf

p

p
mf

mp mf

Fl.
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Cl.

B. Cl.

Vib.

Cel.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

224
220

mp

mp

mp

dim.

ø ø
mf

mp

mp

mf

mf

mp

32 22

32 22

32 22

32 22

32 22

32 22

32 22

32 22

32 22

32 22

32 22

32 22

32 22

32 22

&
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& ∑ ∑ ∑

&

&
-

∑ ∑ ∑

& œ œ œ#
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œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ#
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œ œ œ
œ

œ œ œ#
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œ œ œ
œ œb œb œb œn
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œ
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œ
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œ œ œ œ
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œ œ œ œ
œb œn œb œb

œ œ œ œ
œb œ œb œb

œ œ œ œ

& ∑

& ? ∑

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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B ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑
senza sord.
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? ∑

&

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑ - -

& ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑
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&
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& œb œb œb œ
œœœ

œ
œn œb œb œn

œœ
œœ

œn œb œb œn
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œn œb œb œn
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œœ
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œ
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?
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- -
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senza sord.
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? ∑ ∑ ∑ ∑

? ∑ ∑ ∑
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- -

w Ó wn ˙# ˙# w# wn

œ# œ œ ˙ ™ œ Œ Ó

w ™ œ
Œ Ó

w Ó
wn ˙# ˙# w# wn

œ
œ
#
#

œ
œ

œ
œ ˙ ™ ˙ ™ œ

œ Œ Ó

œ# œ œ œ# œ œ# œ œ# ˙̇̇## www
‰ œb œb œb œb œn œn œb wwbb

œ œ# œ œ
œ# œ œ# œ

˙
˙#

w
w ‰

œ œb œb œb œb œb œn wwb

w# ™ œ Œ Ó

w ™ œ
Œ Ó ‰ œ œ œb œb œb œb œb

Ó Ó ‰
œ œ# œ œ# œn œ# œ œ œ# œ œ# œn Œ Ó ‰ œb œb œ œ œb œb œb

˙ Ó ˙ ˙# w# ˙ ˙ w# w

Ó œn œ œ œ œ œ

Ó
˙b ˙ ˙b

˙ Ó
˙ ˙# w# ˙ ˙# w# w

Ó œ
œ œb

œ
˙b

˙ œ
œ œb

œ

‰ œ œb œn œb œb œb œb wwb
‰ œb œ œb œn œb œb œb

wwbb

Ó ˙ ˙ ˙

Ó
˙b ˙ ˙b

‰ œ œb œn œb œb œb œb

œb Œ Ó ‰ œb œ œb œn œb œb œb

œb Œ Ó Ó ˙n ˙ ˙

=

Night Music

15



°

¢

{
{
°

¢

{

°

¢

{
{
°

¢

{

Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

B. Cl.

Vib.

Cel.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

dim. p

226

p

p

dim. p

p
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p
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mp

mp

mf p mp
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p cresc. ff
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pp cresc. ffp

pp cresc. ffp

p cresc. ff ffp
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ff p

p  cresc.
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pp cresc. ffp

ffp

pp cresc. ffp

pp cresc. ffp

pp cresc. ffp
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& - - ∑
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&
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∑

&
- -

∑
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?
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œ
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arco

- - - >
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arco

>

w ˙ ˙n w# w ˙ ˙# ˙ ˙#

œ ˙ ™ œ Œ Ó Ó œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ™ Œ
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Œ Ó Ó

˙# ˙ ˙# ˙ ™ Œ
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œ

œ#
œ
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˙

œ
œ
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œ
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˙

œ
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‰ œ# œ œ œ# œb œb œ ww#b
‰
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w œ
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Œ Œ

œ œ œ# œb

Ó ˙# w ˙ ˙# w w ˙ ˙# w ˙ ˙ w w

Ó
˙ w ˙ ˙ w w ˙ ˙ w ˙ ˙ w w

w w w# ˙ ˙# ˙ ˙ w ˙# ˙ ˙ ˙ w w

æææw# æææ̇ æææ̇ æææ̇ æææ̇ æææw ˙ ˙ æææw æææw æææw
Ó Ó

Ó Ó

Ó
œ œ ˙

Ó Œ œ œ œ ˙
œ
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œ
œ

˙
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œ
œ

œ
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˙
˙

Œ
œ
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œ
œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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˙
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œ
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œ
œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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œ
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˙
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œ œ œ# œ œ œ# œb œ œ Œ Ó Œ œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ Œ œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ Œ œ

œ Œ œ
œ

œ
œ Œ œ

œ
œ
œ Œ œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ Ó ˙ w w

=

Night Music

16



°

¢

{{
°

¢

{

°

¢

{{
°

¢

{

Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

B. Cl.

Vib.

Cel.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

ffp  cresc. ff f ffp  cresc.

243

cresc. ff ffp cresc.

cresc. ff ffp cresc.

cresc.
ff ffp cresc.

cresc. ff ffp cresc.

ff
mf  cresc.

ff

sff
mf  cresc.

ff

cresc. ff ffp cresc.

cresc. ff ffp cresc.

cresc. ff ffp cresc.

cresc. ff ffp cresc.

cresc. ff ffp cresc.

Fl.

Eng. Hn.

Cl.

B. Cl.

Vib.

Cel.

Hp.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Cb.

ff f ffp  cresc. ff

248

ff ffp cresc. ff sffp f

ff ffp cresc. ff sffp f

ff ffp cresc. ff sffp f

ff ffp cresc. ff sffp f

mf  cresc.
ff

sff mf  cresc.
ff sffz

ff ffp cresc. ff sffp f

ff ffp cresc. ff sffp f

ff ffp cresc. ff sffp f

ff ffp cresc. ff
sffp f

ff ffp cresc. ff
sffp f
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