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I -1-1

*Notated at concert pitch

(As lights slowly come up, the Minstrel, in modern dress and with a 
lute-like instrument strapped around his shoulders, enters.  He mimes 
plucking motions on the instrument, synchronized with the pizzicati in 
the strings)

Act I, Scene 1

(He stops plucking and turns
 to conduct the orchestra)

Martin Halpern

The Satin Cloak
Chamber Opera in Two Acts
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(He resumes plucking and turns to address the audience)
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(He stops plucking, takes a small book out of his pocket and shows it to the audience) (Still holding the book, he resumes plucking)
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(He stops plucking and puts the book back in his pocket)
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(He resumes plucking)
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I -1-10(He quickly draws aside the facade of the small house,
 revealing Tameem on his workbench, hammering on a
 crude boot, and Akara seated at a small table nearby, 
mending a shirt.  Both are dressed more or less as 
medieval peasants.  Behind them hangs a portrait of
 a regal-looking man.  Tameem's hammering motions
 correspond with the rhythms in the orchestra)
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(Tameem stops hammering and looks at him)
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(Akara stops mending and looks at him)
(Gesturing off right)
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(Gesturing up 
at the mountains)

(Tameem starts hammering again,
 with increasing speed and loudness, 
as if to stop him from getting ahead 
of the story) (Smiling, as Tameem stops hammering)

(Plucking)
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(Gesturing around at the set)

(Tameem resumes hammering at his original speed.  
The Minstrel smiles at him again, then, with a small 
bow to the audience, exits)
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(Tameem drops the hammer and holds
 up the boot, proudly and happily)

(Holding up a second boot)
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(With stoical good humor)
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(She lays down her mending and rises)

(Also rising)
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(As Akara turns away to get their lunch, 
Tameem crosses to the  regal portrait and 
holds up the boots) (Addressing the portrait reverentially)
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(Akara crosses to him, holding out 
a wood slab with a chunk of black 
bread on it, from which two slices 
have been cut) (Seeing the bread)
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(He takes a slice and bites into it)

(With gentle irony)
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(Laughing appreciatively)

(Akara lays the wood slab on the eating table 
and takes the other slice of bread.  Both eat 
for a while)
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(He gets two tumblers and lays them on the table)
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. arco.œn œ ‰

95 pizz.

Jœ ‰ ‰ Œ .
arco.œ œ ‰

95 pizz.

Jœ ‰ ‰ Œ .
arco.œ œ ‰

rall.

rall.

P

Ó . Œ . ‰ ŒU

jœ ‰ ‰ Ó .
P
jœ Œ
U

Ó . Œ . ‰ ‰U œ œ#
For the

‰ . .Jœb œ ‰ Ó .U

this calls...

Ó .
P
.œb
P
jœ Œ
U

Ó .
P
.œ
P
jœ Œ
U

Œ ‰ ‰ ≈
F

œ œb . œ. œ. œb .

P
Jœ Œ
U

a tempo

a tempo

‰
p
œ. œ#
. œ œ œ. œ.

œ. œ.
f
Jœ
. ‰ ‰

∑

Jœ ‰ ‰ Œ
. Ó .

white.

Ó . Œ . ‰ ‰
F
Jœ#

Ex -

Œ .
P

pizz.jœn ‰ ‰
F
jœ ‰ ‰ f

jœ ‰ ‰

Œ .
P

pizz.jœ ‰ ‰
F
jœ ‰ ‰

f
jœ ‰ ‰

Œ .
P

pizz.jœ ‰ ‰ F
Jœ ‰ ‰

f
jœ ‰ ‰

I -1-28

(He pauses, watching for her 
to finish the sentence)

(After a brief hesitation,
 she manages a smile)
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P

98

‰. œ. œ#
. œn œ œ. œ. œ. œ.

jœ. ‰ ‰

98

∑

98

Œ . ‰ ‰ Jœb œ œ ‰ Œ .
So be it.

98 œ œ ‰ Œ . Ó .
act- ly!

98

jœb ‰ ‰ jœ ‰ ‰ jœ
‰ ‰ jœb

‰ ‰

98 jœ ‰ ‰ jœ ‰ ‰ jœ ‰ ‰ jœ# ‰ ‰

98

Jœ ‰ ‰ jœ ‰ ‰ J
œ ‰ ‰ Jœ ‰ ‰

qk»∞™ rall.

p

qk»∞™
.˙

rall.

.œ œ. œb œ œb . œb œ œ. œb .

Œ . ‰ .
p
œ œ jœ ‰ ‰ Ó .

∑

.œ
œ œ œ ‰ Œ . Ó .

Thank you, my love.

p
arco
.˙ jœ ‰ ‰ Ó .

p
arco

.˙ jœ ‰ ‰ Ó .

∑

q»§º

q»§º
œ jœ
‰ Œ Ó .

∑

∑

∑

Œ
pizz.

p
jœ ‰ Œ

jœ ‰ Œ jœ ‰

Œ
pizz.

p
jœ
‰ Œ jœ ‰ Œ jœ ‰

Œ
p
jœ
‰ Œ jœ ‰ Œ jœ

‰

I -1-29

(She turns away and picks 
up a water pitcher)

(The Minstrel reenters and draws closed 
the facade before the small house)  

(As he begins plucking on his instrument 
again, from stage right Aruhm enters, 
wearing stylish traveling clothes and a 
broad-brimmed hat which covers much 
of his face.  He crosses slowly into the 
square, taking in the well and the small 
house)
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101

∑

101

∑

101

∑

101

∑

101

jœ ‰ Œ
jœ ‰ Œ jœ ‰

101

jœ
‰ Œ jœ ‰ Œ jœ ‰

101

jœ
‰ Œ jœ ‰ Œ jœ

‰

∑

∑

∑

∑

jœ ‰ Œ
jœ ‰ Œ Jœ ‰

jœ ‰ Œ
jœ ‰ Œ

jœ ‰

jœ ‰ Œ
jœ ‰ Œ

jœ ‰

∑

∑

∑

‰
F
Jœ# J
œ ‰ ‰ Jœ#

œ œ Œ
And now I give you

F
Jœ ‰ Œ Jœ ‰ Œ

jœ ‰

FJ
œ ‰ Œ jœ ‰ Œ jœ ‰

F
jœ ‰ Œ jœ ‰ Œ jœ ‰

Ó ‰
f
Jœ
.œ> œ#> >̇

Ó .
f

3œ.
>
œ. œ. ˙b>

Ó .
f

3œ# .
>
œ. œ. >̇

‰ Jœ
.œ# œ Jœ ‰ Œ

3

‰ œ œ
3œ
Jœ

the world - ly man whom I call A -

jœ
‰ Ó Ó .

jœ ‰ Ó Ó .

Jœ ‰ Ó Ó .

I -1-30

(As Aruhm turns upstage to gaze at the facade 
of the ruined house, the Minstrel addresses 
the audience)
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105

Jœ# ‰ Ó Ó .

105

Jœ ‰ Ó Ó .

105

Jœb ‰ Ó Ó .

105

∑

105
fœ Jœ ‰ Œ Ó .

ruhm!

105

Œ
f

arco
3

œ
œ.
œ
œ.
œ
œ.

3œb . œ. œ. 3œ. œ. œb .
3

œ
œ.
œ
œ.
œ
œ
n
.

3œ. œ. œb .

105

Œ
f

arco
3œ# . œ. œ.

3œœn . œœ. œœ.
3œœ. œœ. œœ. 3œ# . œ. œ.

3œœn . œœ. œœ.

105

‰
f

arcojœ
.œ œ# 3œ. œ. ‰ ‰ . j̊œ

.œ œ Jœ
- ‰

q»¶™

q»¶™

Œ
P
˙ œ

Ó
P
˙

Ó
P

.œ
Jœ

f
jœ ‰ Ó .

∑

jœœ# ‰ Ó .

Jœ ‰ Ó .

Jœb ‰ Ó .

jœ ‰ ˙ œ

jœ ‰ Œ ˙

Jœ ‰ Œ
.œ
Jœ

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

˙
3

œ œ œ

˙#
3

œ ˙

˙ 3œ œ œ

∑

∑

Œ
P

pizz.jœ ‰ jœ ‰ Œ

Œ
P

pizz.jœ ‰ jœ
‰ Œ

Œ
P

pizz.
jœ ‰ jœ
‰ Œ

F

˙# 3œ œ œ

F
˙

3

œ œ# œ

F

˙ 3œ ˙

∑

∑

Œ
F
jœ ‰
jœ ‰ Œ

Œ
F
jœ
‰ jœ ‰ Œ

Œ
F
jœ
‰ jœ ‰ Œ

I -1-31

(Akara emerges from the house with the pitcher)
(Not seeing Aruhm, she crosses to the well 
and begins pumping water into the pitcher)
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110

P
˙ œ œ

110

P
˙# ˙

110

P
˙ ˙

110

∑

110

∑

110

∑

110

∑

110

‰ .
P
j̊œ
jœ ‰ Ó

110

‰ .
P
j̊œ
jœ
‰ Ó

110

‰ .
P
j̊
œ
jœ
‰ Ó

˙
F
œ jœ ‰

˙#
F
.œ ‰

˙
F

.œ
‰

∑

∑

∑

Ó . ‰
F
Jœ#

Ex -

‰ .
F
j̊œ
jœ ‰ Ó

‰ .
F
j̊œ
jœ
‰ Ó

‰ .
F
j̊
œ
jœ
‰ Ó

∑

∑

∑

Œ
f
jœ ‰

Œ
f

Sn. D. (rim shot)

Jœ ‰

Œ ‰
f
J¿

Oh!!

œ œ# Œ
cuse me.

Œ
ƒ
jœb ‰

Œ
ƒ
Jœ ‰

Œ
ƒ
J
œ#
‰

q»∞™

q»∞™

p

p

p

∑

∑

∑

‰ .
p
j̊œ
jœ ‰ Ó .

∑

∑

Œ ‰ .
P
J
œ .œ œ œ# œ ≈ œ œ œ#

You are, I take it, A - ka - ra,

‰ . J
œ.arco .˙b jœ ‰

‰ . J
œ.arco .˙# Jœn ‰

‰ . J
œ# .arco .˙

Jœ# ‰

I -1-32

(Aruhm turns to look at her)

(Startled)
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114

∑

114

∑

114

Ó . ‰ .
Pj̊œ Jœ ‰

That's right.

114

Œ 3œ œ œ#
3œ# œ œ Jœb ‰

wife of the cob - bler Ta - meem.

114

.˙ Jœb ‰ Œ

114 .˙# Jœ ‰ Œ

114 .˙ J
œ
‰ Œ

q»¶™

q»¶™
∑

p

3

œb -
œ- œ-

F
jœ ‰ Œ Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

‰ jœ œ# œ# Œ œ> œb Ó
And who might you be?

∑

F

pizz.jœœb ‰ Œ
f
jœœb ‰ Œ Ó

F

pizz.

Jœ ‰ Œ
fJ
œ# ‰ Œ Ó

F

pizz.

Jœb ‰ Œ
f
Jœ ‰ Œ Ó

I -1-33
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43

43

43

43

43

43

46

46

46

46

46

46

46

Cl.

Timp.

Ak.

Ar.

Vln.
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Vcl.

q»∞™

116 q»∞™
˙ .œb ‰ Œ

116

Ó Œ
P
jœ ‰ Œ

116

∑

116 3œ œ œ# œ œb
3œn œ œ Jœ ‰ Œ

Ju - ust a stran - ger, vis - it - ing.

116

Ó Œ ‰
arco

p
jœn œ œ œ#

116
arco

p
œ œ œ Jœ ‰

p
œb

116 arco

p
˙# œ jœ ‰

p
œ

q»§º

∑
q»§º

Ó . Œ
F
jœ ‰

∑ ‰ .
F
j̊œ

Well

∑

œ œb>
œ œ œ œ>

œ œ> fJ
œ> ‰

jœ ‰ œ# jœ ‰ œ
f
Jœ
> ‰

Jœb ‰
œ
Jœ ‰
œ
f
Jœ#
> ‰

q»¶™

∑

∑

q»¶™

œ œ
.œb> œb œ œ

if it's boots you're af - ter,

∑

Œ
F
˙

Œ
F
˙b

Œ
F
˙n

I -1-34

(She looks him up and down)
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812

812

812
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812

Fl.

Timp.

Ak.

Ar.

Vln.

Vla.

Vcl.

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.

f

f

f

119

∑

119 jœ ‰ Ó Œ jœ ‰ Œ

119

‰ jœ œ œn
3œ œn œ jœ ‰ Ó

I think you've made a mis-take.

119

Ó . Œ ‰
F

Jœ J
œ
‰

Mis-take?

119 jœb>
‰ Œ œ#

jœ ‰ jœn ‰ ‰ p

arco

œb œ

119

Jœ
> ‰ Œ œb jœn ‰ Jœ# ‰ Œ

119

Jœ#
> ‰ Œ œ Jœb ‰ J

œ ‰ Œ

q»§º

q»§º

∑

∑

∑

∑

œ œb
œ œ œ œ

PJ
œn ‰ Œ ‰ Jœb

P
Jœ ‰ Œ ‰ Jœ

rall.

rall.
pizz.

F

F

F

‰
PJ
œb œ œ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

jœ ‰ Œ ‰ jœb

Jœ ‰ Œ ‰
jœ

Jœ ‰ Œ ‰ jœb

qk»∞™

qk»∞™

jœ ‰ ‰ Œ . Ó .

∑

Œ .
p
œ œ œ œ

jœ œ œ ‰
On - ly the poor and pa- tient

∑

.œ .œ
Œ .

p

arco

.œb jœ ‰ ‰

.œ .œb Œ .
arco

p
.œn jœb ‰ ‰

.œ .œ Œ .
arco

p
.œb
Jœ ‰ ‰

I -1-35

(She resumes filling the pitcher)
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P

123

Ó . ‰
œ œ œ œ# œ œ œ#

123

œ œ œ œ
jœ jœ ‰ ‰ Œ .

come to Ta - meem for boots.

123

.œb .œb jœn ‰ ‰ Œ .

123

.œn .œ
jœb ‰ ‰ Œ .

123 .œ .œ Jœ ‰ ‰ Œ .

œn
‰ Ó . ‰

œ œ œ œ#

‰ ‰ jœ# œ
jœ œ œ œ œb ‰

His work is sim - ple and crude,

Œ . .˙b œn ‰

Œ . .˙n œ ‰

Œ . .˙ œ# ‰

I -1-36
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Fl.
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125

∑

125

œ œ
‰ Œ . Ó .

125

∑

125

‰ ‰ jœ# .œ œn œ œ jœn œ œ œ
and he can take weeks to do what an -

125

∑

125

Œ . .œb .œ œ ‰

125

Œ . .œ .œb œn ‰

125

Œ . .œ .œb œ ‰

Ó . Œ . ‰ ‰
P
œb œ

∑

∑

œ
jœ œ œb œ# œ œn œ œ ‰

oth - er cob-bler can do in aday.

∑

.œb .œb .œ œ ‰

.œ .œ .œn œb ‰

.œ .œ .œ œ ‰

q»§º

q»§º

œ œb
œ œ
Jœ ‰

∑

Ó ‰
P
Jœ

∑

∑

pizz.

P
jœ
‰ Œ ‰ jœb

pizz.

P
jœ ‰ Œ ‰ jœ

pizz.

PJ
œ ‰ Œ ‰ jœb

∑

∑

œ œb
œ œ
Jœ ‰

∑

Ó ‰
p
Jœ

And

jœ
‰ Ó

jœ ‰ Ó

Jœ ‰ Ó

I -1-37
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129

∑

129

∑

129 .œb
Jœ#
˙ Fœ# œ

yet they last, don't they?

129

Œ
p

arco˙ œb
F
Jœn ‰

129

Œ
p

arco˙b œ
F
Jœ ‰

129

Œ
p

arco
˙ œ#

F
Jœ ‰

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.

P
jœ ‰ Œ Ó .

∑

‰
p
œ œ# œ œ œn

3œ œ# œ
F

Jœ# ‰
It is said they last bet - ter than most.

jœb ‰
p

arco

œ œ œ
F
Jœb ‰

Jœ ‰
p

arcoœb œ œ

F
Jœb ‰

Jœb ‰
p

arcoœn œ# œ#

F
J
œ
‰

q»¶™

f

f

f

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.

F

q»¶™
Jœ ‰ Ó Ó ‰ Jœ

‰
F
Jœ# œ ‰

p

œ# œ# œ# œ œ œ# œn
F
œ#

They last. But to judge by the looks of you,

∑

Jœn ‰ Œ p

arco

.˙# œ

Jœb ‰ Œ
p

arco.˙n œ

Jœ ‰ Œ
p

arco.˙b œn

I -1-38

(She looks him up and down again)
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45

Timp.
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132 jœ ‰ Œ Ó ‰ jœ

132

‰ Jœ# œ# œ#
œ> œ# œ .œ œn

>
œn

you would-n't want them to last too long.

132

∑

132

F
jœ# ‰ Œ ˙# œn

132

F
Jœ# ‰ Œ ˙ œb

132

F
Jœ ‰ Œ ˙b œ

q»§º rall.

q»§º
jœ ‰

rall.

Ó

∑

∑

‰ œ# œ œ# œ œ
P

œn œ œ œb œ
p
œb œ œ œ

‰
œ œb œ œb œ

P

œb œ œ œ œ#
p

œ œ œ œ#

Œ
pizz.jœ# ‰

P
jœ ‰

q»∞™

F

p
jœ ‰ Œ Ó .

∑

q»∞™

‰ jœ# œ# œ .œ œ .œb œ# œ œ
I have notcome for boots, A-ka-ra.

.˙# ˙

.˙ ˙

p

arco.˙n ˙#

I -1-39
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135

p
jœ ‰ Œ ‰ jœ Jœ ‰ Œ

135

Œ œb œn œ œn Ó
But if I may,

135

.˙ œ# œ# œ# œ œ œ

135

.˙# ˙n

135 .˙ ˙#

jœ ‰ Œ Ó .

‰ Jœ
œ#> œ œ .œ œ# Jœ ‰ Œ

I should like to see Ta-meem.

Jœ# ‰ Œ œn œ œ œb œb œ œb

Jœb ‰ Œ
œ# Jœ ‰ Œ

Jœ ‰ Œ
œb Jœ ‰ Œ

q»§º

∑

∑

q»§º

jœ œb>
jœn jœ œ>

jœ

.œ œ .œ œ .œ œ .œ œ

œ œ œ œ
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89
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89
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Ar.
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Vcl.

q»¶™

f

f

f

pizz.

pizz.

pizz.

138

F

q»¶™jœ ‰ Ó
fJ
œ ‰

138

‰ jœ œ œ# œ ‰ .
j̊œ#

I'll see if he's re -

138

∑

138

∑

138

FJ
œb ‰ Ó jœ ‰

138

F
Jœ# ‰ Ó Jœ ‰

138

F
Jœ ‰ Ó Jœ# ‰

Œ jœ ‰ Ó

œ
œ
Ó .

ceiv- ing.

∑

Ó œ œ Œ
Thank you.

Œ jœb ‰ Œ
arco

F
œ œ œ# œ

Œ jœ ‰ Ó

Œ Jœ ‰ Ó

qk»•º

∑

∑

∑

∑

qk»•º

œn œ# œn> œ œ
œ
>
œ œ œn

f
jœ ‰ ‰ Jœ ‰ ‰ Jœ ‰ ‰

f
Jœ ‰ ‰ J

œ ‰ ‰ Jœ ‰ ‰

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

Ó . ‰ ‰
f
jœ

∑

∑

∑

œ œ# œ> œ œ œ
> œ œ œn

.

Jœ ‰ ‰ J
œ ‰ ‰ J
œ
‰ Jœ#

Jœ ‰ ‰ J
œ
‰ ‰ J
œ
‰ J
œ

qk»§º

qk»§º
jœ ‰ ‰ Œ .

∑

f.¿
J¿ ‰ ‰

Aaah!

∑

J
œ.
‰ ‰ Œ .

Jœ ‰ ‰ Œ .

Jœ ‰ ‰ Œ .

I -1-41

(With an ironic bow)

(She hurries back into the house, as the Minstrel
 draws aside the facade.  Tameem sits eating the 
last of his slice of bread and happily contemplating 
the pair of boots.  Aruhm turns to stare again at the 
facade of the ruined house)

Seeing Akara with the pitcher, 
Tameem jumps to his feet)
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143

F

œ œ œb œ œ œn

f
J
œ
‰ ‰ Œ .

143

F
œ œ œ œ œ œ

f
Jœ ‰ ‰ Œ .
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(Akara pours water into one of the tumblers.  
Tameem picks it up and looks into it as if it 
were a fine wine)
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(He takes a sip)
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(Ironically grand)

(Laying down the tumbler)
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(He turns and takes a shabby sheepskin coat off a hook)
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(He puts it on and strokes it proudly)
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(With affection)
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(She crosses quickly to the door 
and calls to Aruhm)

(Aruhm turns quickly 
from the ruined house 
and crosses into the 
small house)
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(Staring hard at Tameem)
(Gesturing at his workbench)
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(As Aruhm sits, Tameem
 picks up the wood slab 
with the chunk of bread 
on it)

(Aruhm looks at the bread with distaste, 
then quizzically at Tameem)
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(Tameem puts down the slab and 
picks up the water pitcher)
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(He pours a generous amount into his tumbler 
and hands it to Aruhm) (Aruhm takes a small sip, then lays the tumbler down) 
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(Aruhm looks at him quizzically again)

(Indignantly)
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who responds diffidently but not coldly)
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jœ# ‰ Ó .

F
Jœ ‰ Ó .

F
jœ ‰ Ó .

‰ Jœ
œ
œ

3œ œb œ œ œ
But nev-er an - y pro-fes - sion

Œ œb œ œb

Œ œ œ# œ

Œ œb œ œ

I -1-75



?

&

?

&

B

?

46

46

46

46

46

46

Timp.

Ak.

Ar.

Vln.

Vla.

Vcl.

p

p

p

P

P

P

242

Jœ ‰ Ó
jœ ‰

242

∑

242

‰ Jœ
œ# œ# œ œ

F
Jœ ‰ ‰ J

œ#

for long - er than it took to

242

Œ œb œ jœ# ‰ Œ

242

Œ œ œb
Jœ ‰ Œ

242

Œ.
œ œ Jœb ‰ Œ

F

F

F

P

P

P

Œ jœ ‰ Ó

Ó . f
J¿ ‰

Hmph!

œ œ#
3

‰
œ œ 3œb> œ œ Œ

mas - ter and grow tired of it.

Œ jœœb .
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You'll move back in - to the house of your fath - ers?

247

∑

247 jœœ#
‰ Œ Ó .

247 jœn ‰ Œ Ó .

247

Jœb ‰ Œ Ó .

q»∞™

q»∞™

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

arco

π

q»∞™

˙ ˙ œ#

F

∑

∑

∑

p
jœ ‰ Ó jœ ‰ Œ

∑

‰ Jœ
3œ œ œ œ# œ

3‰ œ œb
3œn œ ‰

The house of my fath-ers is in ru-ins.

arco

p
˙ œ ˙b

arco

p
˙ œb ˙

ṗ
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(Taking a coin purse out of his pocket)
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(Snatching the purse and putting 
it back in Aruhm's pocket)

(To Akara)
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(Akara turns to look dubiously at Aruhm)
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(Quickly turning away from him)

(Throwing his arms around her)
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œb> œ œ œ
3

œn œ# ‰
Yes! Thank you my love! Thank you!

∑

‰
pizz.

ƒ
jœœ#
jœœ ‰ Œ jœ# ‰

‰
pizz.

ƒ
Jœ# Jœ ‰ Œ Jœ ‰

‰
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∑

I -1-91

(Akara draws away from Tameem and quickly exits 
into the back of the house.  Aruhm turns to gaze at 
the portrait of the regal looking man.  Tameem 
watches Akara go) (Tameem turns to Aruhm)
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A - ruhm will rest in the house of Ta - meem!
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Jœ ‰ Œ Ó .
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(Aruhm turns to him with as cheerful 
a smile as he is capable of)

(Tameem grabs Aruhm's hands and 
dances happily around him)
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(The Minstrel reenters and quickly draws the facade across the front of the small house)
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