Martin Halpern

The Satin Cloak
Chamber Opera in Two Acts

Act I, Scene 1

(As lights slowly come up, the Minstrel, in modern dress and with a
lute-like instrument strapped around his shoulders, enters. He mimes

plucking motions on the instrument, synchronized with the pizzicati in .
the strings) (He stops plucking and turns

J J to conduct the orchestra)
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*Notated at concert pitch
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(He resumes plucking and turns to address the audience)

o \.I- g
L
i ol 2
| s | | |
N —
% W\"“l
1 Nml
% ~y
=
% o ~ ~ ~
o i o
' e e 1o
EES
oL (Y l
[ i oLl ; .|||N i PIN
N =hi N =+ m S
‘S 4T e SN
L
N L a || . .
ﬂ [ [ ‘TN ,7, Ex o Ea
* I B B B LR B & B
_\J.
e
[ 1IN
S
iy
L
Piss L] L Eaic
i) N N
| | .HWVW "
LN
L
L
1o
TS
e il S
g i 8 ||IH s | =
I | I SN HN |
® o R ke R LJS=R o ke
2N 2 B 2 B 2 g e “ 6
— {
—_ : 5 < : < :
O S g S £ = o
o m = > > >



I-1-4

N 6 H\J
TN LT ||
N L) ™
LNl n
e \[
A L) L)
" " e HE S
o e
ol 2 N e N
£ hJ8
2 Lnl B8 o
LN s e o« 1t
N KN
[T 2
o < L L
W c e ol T
Exs = S=SS EXS u
Enl o En
tnl [l o
- S Pan N
1 1 1o 2 N | H L IMG
4 e W ||
; i)
(] ﬂl”“\
||| 5 ~t e A
2 Cnl bl onl
i~ L) o« [ 10\
N
o
“m o N
- u NN
L] Py tnl o oM
' o [\l tn
— 4i
(YRR [ Tals .||N o
1 ] »i = S E1nS
[ YEN « e
? EAS
\ £ T a.
B Em
c e Lt
ol 2 1 e “T™
SxixE =i E=%
1l «© _||.= [ 10,0
(N
.Flu £ Rk ] o
T
1 1 ~y MIIAv
e ve =8
b o | N.Ia
\! T 1
q
B Em
¥ = prial Pan
el o
Sl = e g
| | [+
i =
[ | m o o
L L
e e e
olll| 8
o
| 3
< 1
q
o
X u.#u! 2 1 |
B o
SRS s
Aolll L S .Rl..- S
© © |5 © © © g
S B e 2 =
{
. . c - 3 .
= = = c < =
o o = S > S



1-1-5

(Still holding the book, he resumes plucking)

(He stops plucking, takes a small book out of his pocket and shows it to the audience)
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(He stops plucking and puts the book back in his pocket)
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(He resumes plucking)
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(He quickly draws aside the facade of the small house,
revealing Tameem on his workbench, hammering on a
crude boot, and Akara seated at a small table nearby,
mending a shirt. Both are dressed more or less as
medieval peasants. Behind them hangs a portrait of

a regal-looking man. Tameem's hammering motions
correspond with the rhythms in the orchestra)
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(Gesturing off right)

(Akara stops mending and looks at him)
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(Smiling, as Tameem stops hammering)

with increasing speed and loudness,
as if to stop him from getting ahead

(Tameem starts hammering again,
of the story)

(Gesturing up
at the mountains)
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(Gesturing around at the set)

(Tameem resumes hammering at his original speed.
The Minstrel smiles at him again, then, with a small

bow to the audience, exits)
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(Tameem drops the hammer and holds
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(With stoical good humor)
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(She lays down her mending and rises)
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Tameem crosses to the regal portrait and

(As Akara turns away to get their lunch,
holds up the boots)

(Addressing the portrait reverentially)
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a wood slab with a chunk of black
bread on it, from which two slices

(Akara crosses to him, holding out
have been cut)
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(He takes a slice and bites into it)

(With gentle irony)
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(Laughing appreciatively)
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(Akara lays the wood slab on the eating table
and takes the other slice of bread. Both eat
for a while)
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(He gets two tumblers and lays them on the table)
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(He pauses, watching for her

to finish the sentence)

(After a brief hesitation,

\

MTT1 TTT1 '
i . h En o ol
oA @
oM o o o o
- o e~ TS e~
L) o o o
TN o] o~ o
R R LA |
[ A LIcn.mJ M pmJ .-urpmJ
. " R o E
AJF =i 8 R i &
o i Q. < ‘o daT]
A 1o W QAR ke B
Lo -
YAl o
AN V
8 ||, o S
IS o £
o = R a || . .
< | P .rmV £ 1 < | ~ g
_ (5]
c =-- <
m ===
w
© ™ 5
% LL
WA ~ ~ o A i~ A ~y A i~
a o 1| S T XN
£ | M B o LT S s aNES
[«5) ! ;
c | ! .
w | ] 17
| ! >
| | . |
s . . | 1Y Jl
~ ~ gL T e e |
” f r A | P s 8
| Unl | m“\\
| | o
| ! \LH nMJ
| | 3
| : | STo
i . k%) | |
, | ol = | b
| o 1
| Ny I oy
| i L !
N = |
— un — = .
< || - . . = || .
S ™ [ ES S [ ~
Ty oH o o o
o .
k7
o (Y S [ YR ol [ YR
S
o (Y]
o] s
N c 3 o o
Vsl . — = e L X 2l ]
q X S q 3
_ 1 _ Wi s S|l s §HS S-S
N S
o
~ | HN = i~ ~y i~
En N S En o Em
T @
o o i | IPH i | e - |
N Unl o | eI o A a N
|® f Vf o Vf
wn o wn > wn n n = n pd
8 R S N ulmwd enulm 9AVJMW\Q 3 mwmm &
\—— —t - -
. > X - < .
c o 1S = < _
o £ < © S > S
[=



1-1-29

(As he begins plucking on his instrument
again, from stage right Aruhm enters,
wearing stylish traveling clothes and a
broad-brimmed hat which covers much

(She turns away and picks (The Minstrel reenters and draws closed of his face. He crosses slowly into the
up a water pitcher) the facade before the small house) ;quart;, taking in the well and the small
ouse
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(As Aruhm turns upstage to gaze at the facade
of the ruined house, the Minstrel addresses

the audience)
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(Not seeing Aruhm, she crosses to the well
and begins pumping water into the pitcher)

(Akara emerges from the house with the pitcher)
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(Aruhm turns to look at her)
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(She looks him up and down)
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(She resumes filling the pitcher)
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(She looks him up and down again)
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(She hurries back into the house, as the Minstrel
draws aside the facade. Tameem sits eating the

last of his slice of bread and happily contemplating
the pair of boots. Aruhm turns to stare again at the

facade of the ruined house)

Seeing Akara with the pitcher,
Tameem jumps to his feet)
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(Akara pours water into one of the tumblers.

Tameem picks it up and looks into it as if it

were a fine wine)
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Je:52

(He takes a sip)
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(He turns and takes a shabby sheepskin coat off a hook)
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(He puts it on and strokes it proudly)

J:52
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(Aruhm turns quickly

from the ruined house
and crosses into the

(She crosses quickly to the door
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(Gesturing at his workbench)

J:72

(Staring hard at Tameem)
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(Aruhm looks at the bread with distaste,

then quizzically at Tameem)

JI()‘O

(As Aruhm sits, Tameem

picks up the wood slab
with the chunk of bread

onit)
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(Tameem puts down the slab and
picks up the water pitcher)
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(Aruhm takes a small sip, then lays the tumbler down)

(He pours a generous amount into his tumbler

and hands it to Aruhm)

60

179 J =72

e ol d i By
T T QP
~ < o o
N = oM oM
b L [ 1n ((IAN [ N
—a -0
Ol (18 [ BN [ YAN
x| — 8
[
| f 5 At nn'u..ll «
1 vl s ol SN
M o i En
o N N T o
N!/ . u | - |
nnx A oo e [RL SN [ YEaN
. N
[ o o
Em Em
uon gs < AN u%rur
o€
. N
CH EN
[ YHi
' X i
[
E = .
LY g o
= gy L
o
.
4 EN
[ YHi
LN EN
[
R ) 3 S
1 © m, /Fll m [ YN
I S X
ere s ere s A = eres ere
Enl i En
Oml o o
o™ [ 1S
2l
Em Em
i En
mmJ o pmJ D
N o
| | ]
|| tn
[ YA
|| Ln
I N
a 8
§ o g N
alie el alie o
% 2 [ 2 2 [k
ﬂl lﬂvlm e — —
5 & £ g 3
= = > > >



1-1-56

182

Il =
il e ol | =
=] _o 1S
@
o =
;
oL T ol |N =
= 4
_|. | | [
o Ll =
o . . .
L YA W= 1 1 1
| _u £ |
_\ 2
=
o (ol ] >
S X P @
b | ml nee NIEERS Ly x ~t ~ N
S ] =
AN £ Ea Ea En
vy =}
o
> AT |
A i~ A Ol Ll [ 1m\g [
== R
L ERy L L L L tesy Xess LA
oy
@
w
Pa 5
3 ~ ~ '~
o
—
i o
M) 2
| | | | N 2 | o o En
== L
o T _an in g
H e ol Zuﬂ—n Z
'S L s N
mS o .Iurf o N
-— -1
n S
(1| @ o Nt o
flhw > %
acau cay acau acau acau acau B Aca acay aca
o o N o
S
e £ o/ o tn
. LA - L
A . ] e /&N Y
I “yhv = SR
L ] )
] S ™M &
o o
N al
[ “™ ca
| | o |
oy
3 o g
s & EN 5\
TTTY \ || @ O]
© === p
._ ._ ~t ~ e
aled Koo aled aled aled ales akes ale
N e SN g SN g LAY g g bR
II\\U II\\U ﬂ II\\U ﬂ %\U — #
— - -
T o] & £ & S > S



I-1-57

(Aruhm looks at him quizzically again)
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is bread,
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(Aruhm rises and gazes sadly at Tameem)
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(Aruhm abruptly turns away, pulls off the

broad-brimmed hat that has covered much
of his face, and turns back to Tameem,
revealing a prematurely aged face)
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(Tameem slowly moves closer and closer to him, peering intently at his face)
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(Tameem throws his arms around Aruhm,
who responds diffidently but not coldly)
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(Tameem releases Aruhm from his

embrace and stands clasping his

shoulders)
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(Aruhm turns to look off right)
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(Aruhm turns to look out at the ruined house)
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(He turns back to Tameem)
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(Snatching the purse and putting
it back in Aruhm's pocket)
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(Akara turns to look dubiously at Aruhm)
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(Quickly turning away from him)

3

—

(Throwing his arms around her)
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(Akara draws away from Tameem and quickly exits

into the back of the house. Aruhm turns to gaze at
the portrait of the regal looking man. Tameem

watches Akara go)

(Tameem turns to Aruhm)
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(Tameem grabs Aruhm's hands and

dances happily around him)

(Aruhm turns to him with as cheerful
a smile as he is capable of)
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(The Minstrel reenters and quickly draws the facade across the front of the small house)

| |
I X YH Unl | Unl Unl
|
| | ] o " o o
| = Y as
| il N e b ELimE -
| | N |
| el o C P En un
| |
1 CRE Ul 1 LNl Nl Ul
! . | rTi
! [ mWr! N L N o«
|
“ ' B YN o " ! o o o
|
! ol Em I Em Em o
. |
“ i~ ﬂ’r\\‘ [ 10\ | . h.—muy \.M\UV X YA
| (KN
“ LR - LR [ Ul i UR
. X I
w o el o = o o o
o |l a1 Q A 1
5] [ 108 Ol L) S N B Im\
Ky ey
N
i R Un M i
|| Em Em Em Em
X pa 1 1 a
I\ "IN ~ 0. Rl 1D\ J N D
. Em Em Em Em Em
x
o Em Em Em Em Em
. .
o L IA 1 [ 1n\'S R In'E N - QN
Bl YRR Un ' ol En i
Rill ‘ i 8 | Sfl 8 |
R R o .
N | NB S G |- h_rnVﬁ S-an (ﬁ < D
KN
Unl -q Unl
S} = S
Tl b : 0 b
—e AN ﬁ f h.rlfnﬁ \an. ~ — | ~ ~
N
o
LYN
. . XX
X K
Enns f -.I|f R
- TI™ A ! " " 1 I
Em Em Em
Em Em Em
B a1 g X
™ I®. [ ~
. N
-
Ny
8 T [ fm 8
I 1k =1 I
—% o a ol lies lon —% % ales ate
o o o o o o N o
D ™ =] I @ 2 = = N D AN Ll
“PRY “PRY e R ¢ R ¢ == RNG® Rorac D¢
o o c S o c < _
. © @ £ 5 > > >




[ [ [ [ [ | [
| | | | |
~t ~t ~t ~t ~ N ~
o o o o En Ex En
o o o o oM En oM
a8 a8 1
¥ Y A “m- “™ AN (e “™
o o o o Ex Ex Ex
o o o o Ex Ex Ex
L L
XY CEY B inN e {en - &N
Ky -
~t ~t ~t ~t A N~ A
S S S S i i i i i Sa Ea Sa
o o o o En Ex En
T an an
¥ Yo N - (S {0 - -
o o o o B Ex B
o o o o m Ex Ex Ex
- 1 | |
a a a
XYRE A ERY “N- e — |{¢N - “™
(KN [
|
I
xn Jel Ll fﬂJ el mﬂl ™R N . {el Ll
e = = e o2 | £
|
ﬂ| [ 18 o o | o tl o
|
|
| | o N el . o
\ xS
L |
Ll . oH v A Ex o
|
L H o EEE Ea Sa
|
L T ~ [ L o BE SN
- H | | | | | v HA e
Y I Un v ua un
|
hmet Un v R ua ua
L |
Pal 1 H N N
| N L I [ EAN 3 EAY
|
= ss LN Ay Ex Ex
|
ol o bl bA S i
(N ,
il ay 14 - e N
10 10 10 10 10 10 10 “5 10 T 10
] ™ [ I ] ] ] N e o |52 = o | o |
Zhulm ) 3\ ﬂ « = Zhulm 3\ ulm ) 3\ ﬂ 3\ ﬂ e 3 m wm m « q
. ] N - . IS : =] = R . i
— P I S 1] £ £ < < K} =
= © i E 5 < s = > > S
= o




