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The Satin Cloak

Act I, Scene 2

mp

(The Minstrel mimes plucking motions on his instrument again)

(Still plucking, he turns to the audience)
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(He quickly draws the facade aside. Tameem, no longer wearing the

sheepskin, sits on his workbench hammering on another boot. Akara

stands looking up in distress at the sound of Aruhm pacing back and
forth on the floor above, represented by the constant beats of the bass

drum)
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lays down his hammer, crosses to her,

(Tameem, seeing how distressed she is,
and takes her hands in his)
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(He stops and waits for her reply)
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(As Tameem continues to hug Akara, the Minstrel slowly draws the facade closed, and the sounds of Aruhm's pacing gradually fade out)
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(The Minstrel, strumming again,
turns to the audience)
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(He gives the orchestra a very soft entrance cue,
conducts it for two measures, then turns to look
up the narrow street winding down from the mountains)
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up parchment scroll. He quickly scans his surroundings and checks the map)
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(The Messenger, an officious man in
dress and manner, enters. On his coat
he wears a gold-colored badge, and he

holds in one hand an open map and in (He soliloquizes in metered speech, (He starts to gesture at the larger house,
the other a rolled-up parchment scroll. with free pitch inflections, punctuated but seeing its ruined state, corrects himself
He quickly scans his surroundings and by the Minstrel’s strummings) and gestures at the smaller house)
checks the map)
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(Folding up the map and pocketing it) (He strides over to the small house)
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the facade and exits. Tameem, seated on his workbench,
and Akara, sewing in the chair, rise in surprise.

(He knocks loudly. The Minstrel quickly draws aside
Akara crosses to the door and opens it)
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(Thrusting out his chest to flaunt the badge)
(Gesturing at the regal portrait)
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(As the Messenger strides in past Akara,

Tameem calls upstairs)
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(He ceremoniously unrolls the parchment scroll
and holds it up before him. As he does, Aruhm,

unseen, enters behind and stands watching and

listening)
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(He reads from the scroll, in a formal monotone)
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(He glares at her, then resumes reading again)
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(Aruhm steps forward and
addresses the Messenger)
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(The Messenger looks at him uncertainly for a

moment, then hands him the scroll)

(Aruhm scans it)
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(He snatches back the scroll (Aruhm turns away, and through the rest of the scene
and turns to Tameem) stands gazing at the portrait)
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(Gesturing reverentially

at the portrait)
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(Tameem looks agitatedly back and forth

from Akara to the Messenger)
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(He turns to seek help from Aruhm, but sees him still

turned away and gazing at the portrait)

(He turns back to Akara and the Messenger)
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(He turns abruptly and strides out the door)
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(Akara turns to Tameem, slowly breaking into a proud smile)
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(Aruhm turns from the portrait to look at them)
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(Turning to Aruhm)
J: 66

(Tameem, still dazed, draws

back from her)
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On what?
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(Aruhm turns to the portrait again)
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(Gesturing at the portrait)
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(Tameem begins pacing agitatedly)
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(He abruptly stops pacing, looks down at his legs as though amazed at what they have done,

then sinks down into the chair and stares ahead of him mournfully)
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(Akara crosses to him)
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(She turns back to Tameem, looks down at him ruefully for a moment,

then kneels before him and takes his hands in hers)
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(Aruhm abruptly turns back to them)
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(Both Tameem and Akara rise and

gesture out at the mountains)
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(Tameem looks from one to the other, uncertainly; then,
drawing into himself, turns to look at the portrait)
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Ak.

Tam.

Ar.

Vin.

Via.

Vel.

(He turns back to Aruhm)
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(Aruhm takes the coin purse out of his
pocket and holds it up)
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(He puts the purse back in his pocket and takes Akara gently by the hands)
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(They embrace very warmly)

(He turns to Tameem and takes his hands)
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(He stops and turns back)

(Aruhm starts toward the door)
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(Tameem crosses to where his sheepskin is

hanging and takes it off the hook)

(He holds it out to Aruhm)
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(Aruhm, strongly moved, takes the sheepskin)
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(He puts it on)

29?’\

iy
X
yan [
~y = e ~y i~y
==
(1 ]
| |la] 8
o
o[ o o o]
rl . rl rl
“ o [ e . D
[
€
<
1 1 1 A I;J = e T o]
e <
[N
M TS
[ '™ a
{
.
Ex kit I
o
(O] o
b : :
7% UR T < TR = a
X BN I & |&
~y .— ~y e ~y ~y
i o
=]
. . |
Y | | N
e [ YHR
—nﬁp p v
[0
o N v e
i el ol
o W N 44
o
. o . -
1 1 1 ~ ChE ] | (YEl
S ]
o | |
e «,
~y e e o
.rﬁ
Sy 1
<
LN
N
] T hvl [ ! ! !
N 2 % 2|l 2 | 2 2 1IN 2 1IN 2 LA 2 |
Je PN Y il SN NG SeNge SR Y
- —
— — c = ~ e = < o
i [s) 0 £ < & S S >
T

pp



1-2-103

for a moment, then quickly crosses around it and disappears)

(Tameem and Akara watch as he gazes at the ruined house

(Aruhm turns resolutely and goes out into the square)
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to fin-ish that boot!
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(He sits and picks up the unfinished boot)
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(Tameem turns pensively to his workbench)
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(She picks up the water pitcher)
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(As she begins pumping water into the pitcher, the Minstrel enters and stands watching her)
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(Tameem begins hammering on the boot)
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(As Akara takes the pitcher back into the house, the Minstrel draws the facade closed)
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End of Act One



