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Martin Halpern, The Scaffolding: Chamber Opera in Two Acts

Freely based on Henrik Ibsen's play The Master Builder

(See Program Notes for Cast and Setting)

Act One

(Lights come up slowly on the front room of Solness’s house amd the area just outside the front door.
Ragnar, wearing a green eyeshade, sits at a drawing table working with slide rule and pencil.)
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(Hilde enters outside, wearing hiking clothes and a knapsack and carrying an alpenstock.
She moves slowly toward the front door, then stops and gazes at the house.)
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The home of Mas - ter Buil - der Sol-ness! The Mas - ter Buil-der Sol-ness!
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(Ragnar stops working, rises, crosses to the door
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Mas - ter Buil-der Sol - ness! Oh.
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There are no chil - dren, sons or daugh - ters.
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Oh. Well it's been a while since... When will the tow - er be fin-ished?
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Of course. Half the town will be there.
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To watch him climb  that scaf - folding and lay a wreath on top of the to-wer!
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(Ragnar takes off his eyeshade
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You've brought light in-to a house hea - vy with gloom.
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(She turns from him again, picks up her alpenstock and knapsack.
and quickly exits into the house. Solness stares after her, perplexed.)
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End of Act One
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