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(Lights come up slowly on the area before Ajax's tent.  Early morning.)
 

(Odysseus enters downstage, sword in hand, looks around
him cautiously, then slowly advances toward the tent.)  

(A light comes up on the raised platform, 
where Athena stands watching him.  Her
voice stops Odysseus in his tracks.)  

(Odysseus looks up and 
around but clearly can't
see her.) 

Martin Halpern

Odysseus and Ajax: Chamber Opera in One Act

(See Program Notes for Cast and Setting)

Copyright by the composer, 2004.  All rights reserved.
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(He quickly sheathes
his sword.)
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(She calls down to the tent.)
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(She calls down to the  tent again.)

(Ajax draws back the doorflap of the tent and emerges, covered with blood
and carrying a two-thonged whip.  Odysseus draws back in horror.)
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(Ajax re-enters the tent.  Athena turns to a shaken Odysseus.)
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(Starts to indicate himself,
then thinks better of it)
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(The light on Athena
fades quickly to black)
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(Odysseus, sensing that she is gone, looks briefly toward the tent, then shakes himself and rushes off.)

(Three Salaminian Sailors in service to
Ajax enter and stand gazing mournfully
at the tent)
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(Ajax's wife Tecmessa emerges from the tent.)
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(Ajax rushes out of the tent and falls
 to his knees before them.)

(Tecmessa tries to lift him up.) {He roughly pushes her off)
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(Tecmessa kneels before him and pleads.)
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(Ajax looks up at her weakly)
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(Ajax continues to look at her for a moment, then at the Sailors, 
then slowly creeps back into the tent.)
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(Tecmessa nods and follows Ajax into the tent, drawing the doorflap closed.)  

(The Sailors turn downstage and position themselves for a choral ode.)
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(Behind them, the doorflap of the tent  is slowly drawn open by Tecmessa, and Ajax emerges, all the blood washed off him and wearing 
fresh clothes.  His sword is in its sheath.  One by one, the Sailors turn and stare with amazement at the change.  Tecmessa closes the 
doorflap and stands beside Ajax, motioning for the Sailors to kneel.)

(The Sailors kneel.  Tecmessa crosses to them and also kneels.  All watch and listen in rapt silence as 
Ajax addresses them with calm dignity.)
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(Tecmessa and the
Sailors jump to their 
feet.)
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(He turns and slowly exits.)
(Tecmessa and the Sailors watch until 
he is out of sight.)
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Œ ‰ . Rœ
.œ# œ# œ# œ œn

to do as I must do,

333
3

œœbb œœ œœ
œœn# œœb œœn

3œœ# œœb
œœn

333

3

œ œ œb œ œ œ# 3œ œn œb

poco meno mosso

‰ . Rœn
.œ œ# œ ‰ Jœ

œ#

let you, dear wife, and you,

..J
œœb ≈ œœb œœ œœ œœb

J
œœ# ‰ ‰ œœ œœn

.Jœ ≈
œ œ œ œ

Jœ ‰ ‰ œ œ

?

&

?

812

812

812

Ajax

Pno. F

335 3œ# œ œ# œ
‰ . Rœb

œn J
œb
‰

dea - rest of friends, re - main here,

335

J
œœ# ‰

3

œœb œœnn œœ# œœ#
. œœ#
.

3

œœ# œœ# œœb
œœn œœ# . œœnn .

335

Jœ# ‰
3œ# œ œ# œ# . œ.

3

œ œn œ# œn œb
. œb .

f q.»∞™
œ œn œn œ#

Jœ
œ Jœ

œ œ# ‰
pray - ing those gods to grant ful - fil - ment

J
œœ#b . ‰ ‰ ...œœœnb ...œœœ# œœœ

n# œœœ# œœœ#n

J
œ.
‰ ‰ Œ . Ó .

?

&

?

c

c

c

Ajax

Pno.

337

‰ œb œb
œ
Jœ
.œb
Œ .

of my soul's de - sire.

337 ...œœœ#
...œœœ##

...œœœb Œ .

337

Ó . Œ . .œ
> .œ

poco meno mosso q»¢•
∑

‰ .
œb œ ˙# .œ œ œ#

J
œ
œ
b
b
.> ‰ ‰ . œ œb œ .œ œn œ

‰ . œ œb .œb œ œn
P

∑

j
œ.
‰ jœb .
‰ ‰ j
œ.
jœn .
‰

J
œœ#
... ‰ J
œœb ... ‰ ‰

jœœb ... J
œœ#n ... ‰
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(He starts to dance joyfully.)
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340

∑

340

‰ j
œb .
jœ.
‰ jœb .

‰ Œ

340

‰
J
œœ
..
J
œœ#
..
‰ J
œœb
.
‰ œ

œ

ƒpiu mosso q.»§º
‰ ‰ Jœ

œ> . .œ œ œ#
Jœ
œ ‰

I shud - der and thrill with joy!

‰
jœ#

.
J
œœœ
.
‰ Ó . ≈

œœ# œœœ#
œœn# œœœ
#
#
œœ#

œ
œ
b
b
. jœ# œœœ
n#n
.
‰ Ó . ≈

œ. œn . œn .
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?

89

89

89

812

812

812

Sailor III

Pno.

342

‰ ‰ Jœb
.œn œ# œ œb ‰

I leap and take wings!

342

J
œœœ
b
‰ ‰ Œ . ≈

œœ œœœ#
œœ# œœœ#
œœ#

342

J
œ
œ#
.
‰ ‰ Œ . ≈

œb . œb . œ# .

‰ ‰ œn œ# .œ# œ œ œ œ# ‰ Œ .
I am bent u - pon dan - cing!

J
œœœb# ‰ ‰ Œ . ‰ ‰

œœœ#
œœ# œœœ
n
#n
œœ# œœœ
# œœ# œœœ#nn

œœ#

J
œ
œ
.
‰ ‰ Œ . ‰ ‰ œ.

œ. œ# . œn . œn .
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?

Sailor II

Pno.

ƒ344

‰ ‰ Jœ J
œ œb œb

Jœn Jœn œ

The har - sher gods have lif - ted

344

J
œœœ ‰ ‰ œœ.

≈ œœ.
œœ. œœbb
. ≈ œœb
. œœ. œœbn
. ≈ œœbn . œœ#

.

344

J
œ
œ
#
#
.
‰ ‰
J
œ
œ#
.
‰ ‰ J

œ
œ
n
n
.
‰ ‰ œœ

.
≈ œœ
. œ
œ
.

‰ ‰ Jœ#
œ Jœ

œb œ œ œ ‰
the siege of grief from our eyes!

J
œœœ# . ‰ ‰ œœn#

.
≈ œœ#
. œœb . œœb . ≈

œœn# .
œœb .

œœb .
≈ œœ# .
œœ.

J
œ
œ
b
b
.
‰ ‰

J
œ
œ
.
‰ ‰

jœ
œ.
‰ ‰ œ

œ
#
# .
≈ œ
œ.
œ
œ.

57

(He also starts to dance.)

(He joins in the dance.)
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Sailor I

Pno.

346

‰ œn œ œn Jœ
œ#

Jœ
œ

‰
I e - xult with hope re - newed!

346

∑

346 jœœœb .
‰ ‰ œœ.

≈ œœb .
œœ# .
œœn . ≈ œœb .

œœn .
œœ# .
≈ œœnb . œœb .

346 jœ
œ
#
# .
‰ ‰

jœ
œ
b
b .
‰ ‰

jœ
œ.
‰ ‰ œœ

b
b .
≈ œœ.

œ
œ
n
n .

ƒ

q.»∞™

F

meno mosso
∑

Œ . œb .œ œ œ Jœ
.œb

A - - - - - -jax for - gets his pain

œœœ##
. œœœ
b
n
. ‰ ..œœ# ..œœb œœn œœ#

œœ

œ
œ.
œ
œ.
‰
.œ .œ œ œ œ

&

?

&

?

Tecmessa

Sailor I

Pno.

348

∑

348

‰ ‰ œn œ# œ Jœ#
œ
Jœ
.œ
œ œ

and a - gain his thought is re - ve - rent!

348 ..œœ ..œœ#
..œœb ..œœ#

348 œ
œ
b
b
. œ
œ
b
b
.
‰ œ

œ
n
n
. œ
œ
#
#
.
‰
œ
œ
. œ
œ
.
‰ J
œ
œ
.
‰ ‰

F q.»¢•poco meno mosso

‰ œ œ Jœ œ œb œ œ Jœb œ

And with ho - ly rites and ob - ser - vance,

∑

.œ# .œb .œ# .œn
.œ .œ#

.œb .œ

J
œ
œ
.
‰ ‰

œ
œ
.
‰
œ
œ
.
œ
œ
. œœ
.
‰

œ
œ
.
‰
œ
œ
#
#
. œ
œ
#
#
.

&

&

?

89

89

89

812

812

812

Tecmessa

Pno.

350

‰ ‰ Jœn
œ#
Jœ
œ
Jœb œ ‰

he goes to heal him - self,

350 .œb .œ .œ# .œ
.˙ .˙#

350 œ
œ
. œ
œ
.
‰
œ
œ
. œ
œ
.
‰ œœ
. œ
œ
#
#
.
‰
œ
œ
. œ
œ
. œ
œ
.

‰ ‰ œ œ# œ Jœn
œn ‰

and be - come a - gain

œœœ#b .. œœœnb
.
‰ ..œœ#b œœ œœ# œœ# œœ#n

œœ œœnb

œ
œ
. œ
œ
.
‰ œ

œ
b
b
. œ
œ
. œ
œ
. œ
œ
. œ
œ
b
b
. œ
œ
.
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(As she too joins in the dance, Odysseus enters hurriedly.)

(They abruptly stop
dancing and turn 
to him)
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352

‰ ‰ Jœb
œn jœ# Jœ# œ

œ œ ‰
our strong and gen - tle mas - ter.

352 œœ ‰ ..œœ# ..œœn œœb
œœ# œœ

352 œ
œ
. œ
œ
b
b
.
‰ œœ
b
b
. œ
œ
b
b
.
‰ œœ
. ‰
œ
œ
#
#
.
J
œ
œ
#
#
.
‰ ‰

accel.
∑

œœ# œœn œœb œœb œœ#
. œœ#n œœnb œœn œœbn œœb

. œœb œœbn œœb œœn œœbn
.

œœb
. œœ#
. œœ. œœnb . œœ# .

œœ#
.
œœnn
. œœ#
. œœ#n .

V

&

?

45

45

45

Odysseus

Pno. ƒ

354

∑

354

œœb œœ# œœn# œœn œœb .
œœb œœb œœ œœn œœnn .

œœnb œœbn œœb œœ# œœn#
.

354 œœ. œœ# . œœ# . œœn#
. œœ#
. œœn#
. œœ#n .

œœn
. œœbn
.
œ
œ
b
b
.

ƒ

f

q»∞§

ƒ

Œ œ ‰ œ# œ .œ# œ œ œ# ≈
Friends! I must speak to A - jax!

Œ ‰ . œœ œœ
jœœb# ‰ jœœn ..

‰ jœœb .. ‰

œ
œ
. œ
œ
.
‰ . œb œb J

œ
‰

J
œ
œ
n
n
.
‰
œ
œ
#
#
.
≈ œœ
.

&

V

&

?

Tecmessa

Odysseus

Pno.

P f356

Œ .œ œb œ œ œ ≈ Œ .Jœb ≈
You O - dys - se - us? Here?

∑

356

Ó ‰ . rœœœ.
œœœbb .
œœœ# .
Œ

356 œ
œ
b
b . œœ.

Œ ‰ . Rœb
. œ. œ# . ‰ .

rœ
œ
#
#

. F f

∑

‰ jœ .œ œ œ# .œ
3

œ œ œ jœ ‰
I have an ur - gent mes - sage for him!

Œ jœœ# ‰ jœœ# ‰ jœœ ‰ ‰ . œœ œœ#

J
œ
œ
.
‰ Jœ ‰ Jœ ‰ Jœ# ‰ ‰ .

œ œb
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Odysseus

Sailor III

Sailor II

Sailor I

Pno.

358

‰ . Rœ
œ# .œ

3œ œ ‰ ‰ . Rœb
.Jœb ≈

An ur - gent mes - sage? From whom?

∑

358

∑

358

∑

358

∑

358

J
œœb ‰ Œ ‰ . œœ œœb

jœœb ‰ Œ

358

Jœb ‰ Œ ‰ .
œb œ J
œn
‰ ‰ . rœ

œ
#
# .

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

∑

‰ . Rœ
œ .œ œ .œb Ó

The pro - phet Cal - chas.

∑ œ .œ
Cal -chas?

∑
œb .œb

Cal -chas?

∑ œ .œ#
Cal -chas?

Ó ‰ .
rœœœ## .
œœœ# .
œœœ#n .
Œ

œ
œ.
œ
œ.
Œ ‰ .

R
œ
œ
. œ
œ
#
#
. œ
œ
.
‰ .

rœ
œ
#
# .

&

V

&

?

c

c

c

c

Tecmessa

Odysseus

Pno. F

360

‰ . Rœb
œ œb ‰ œ# œn ≈ œn œ# œ# œ œn ≈

What is it? Tell me, and I'll tell A - jax!

∑

360

Œ ‰ . rœœb# . œœn . œœn . œœb .
œœ# .
jœœb# . ≈ J

œœ#
.?

360œ
œ.
œ
œ.
‰ . Rœ

. œ# . œ# . œ. œ. Jœn
.
≈ rœ.

F

∑

Ó
3

œ œ œ œ
He - - - -has re - vealed

œœ#
. œœ
. œœ
. œœ
. œœ
. œœ
. œœ
. œœ
. œœ
. œœ
. œœ
. œœ
. œœ
. œœ
. œœ
. œœ
.

œ.. ≈ œ# . œ.
≈ œ.
jœb . ‰ œ.

≈ œ.

60



V

?

?

Odysseus

Pno.

362

‰ . rœb
3

œb œ œb œ œ œb
that on - ly for this one day

362

œœ# . œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœb . œœ. œœ. œœ.

362 jœ
œ
b
b .
‰ Ó ‰ . rœ

œ
n
n .

f

‰ œn œ# 3œn œn œ .œb œb œ œb ≈
will the wrath of the gods con - ti - nue.

œœ. œœ. œœ. œœ. œœb
. œœ
. œœ
. œœ
. œœ#
. œœ
. œœ
. œœ
. œœb
.
œœ
.
œœ
. œœœœbn .
&

jœ
œ.
‰ Ó ‰ . rœ

œ.

V

V

?

?

&

?
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45

45

45

45

45

c

c

c

c

c

c

Odysseus

Sailor III

Sailor II

Sailor I

Pno.

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

364

∑

364

‰ . Rœ
3œ œb œ 3œ# œn œ Œ

A com - fort - ing pro - phe - cy!

364

‰ . R
œ 3œ# œ œ

3œ œb œ Œ
A com - fort - ing pro - phe - cy!

364

‰ . Rœ#
3œ œ œ

3œb œ# œ Œ
A com - fort - ing pro - phe - cy!

364

jœœœœ#b .
‰ jœœœb .

‰ jœœœ#n .
‰ Œ

364

jœ
œ..

‰ Ó œn
œn

f
‰ . Rœ

3œ# œ œ œ# .œ œ œn œ Jœ ‰
But on - ly if A - jax stays in his tent

∑

∑

∑

Œ jœœœb .
‰ œœœ# . ≈

œœœ.
jœœœ## . ‰ J

œœœbn
. ‰

jœ
œ.
‰ Jœ
. ‰ œ. ≈ œ. Jœb

.
‰ Jœn

.
œ
œ
#
# .
œ
œ.
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ƒ

ƒ

366

∑

‰ Jœ
œb œ .œb> œb Jœ ‰

will he sur - vive this day.

366

Œ jœœœœb .
‰ jœœœœ#n# .

‰ ‰ .
œœœb œb

366

˙
˙

jœ
œ
n
n .
‰ ‰ .

rœ
œ.

F

F

poco meno mosso

Œ ‰ . rœ#
3

œ œ œ#
.
Jœ ≈

But what does that mean?

∑

œœœb œb œœœbb œ œœœbnb œn œœœ
bn œn J

œœœ#n
.
‰ Œ ‰ .

œœn œœnb

œ
œ
. œ
œ
. œ
œ
. œ
œ
.

J
œ
œ
b
b
.
‰ Œ ‰ .

R
œ
œ
b
b
.
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?

45

45

45

45

Tecmessa

Odysseus

Pno.

368 œ> œn œ .œ œb Jœb ‰ Œ
Why will he not sur - vive?

∑

368 œœb œœb
J
œœn ‰ Œ

368

J
œ
œ
.
‰
J
œ
œ
b
b
.
‰ œ
œ
.
≈
œ œ œn œb œ œb œ œb œ œ

F

FP

q»∞™
∑

Œ œ œ œ œb œb .œ œb œb œ œ ≈
Cal - - - - - - - -chas does not ex - plain his pro - phe - cies.

œ. œ# . œ.
œœb œœn œœnb ..

jœœbn
≈

.Jœb ≈ œ œ# œ# .Jœn
œ œb

V

&

?

c

c

c

Odysseus

Pno. P

370

Œ ‰ . rœ œn œn œn .œ œ .œ
But I have ne - ver known him

370

Œ
œ. œ. œ.

œœb œœ# ..œœ# œœ#n œœb
370œ œb œ œb œ œ œb œ .jœ# ≈ œ œn .œ# œ# œ#

fF

‰. Rœ#
.œ œb Jœb ‰ Œ

to miss the mark.

jœœb# ‰ œœn# . œœb . J
œœ
. ≈
œ œ# œ œ œ# œ œ# œ œ œ#

Jœ ‰
œ. œ. œ# . ≈ œ. œb . œ

.
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f
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372

Ó . ‰ Jœb

No.

‰ . rœ œ œ œ Jœb ‰ Œ
Is A - jax in - side?

372

.jœ ≈ jœœb .
‰ œœ.

≈ œb œ œ.
≈ œœ œœ#n

372

œ. œ# . œ. J
œ. ‰ œ# . ≈ œn œ# œ

. ≈ œ œ
P f

q»qk
‰ ‰ œ œ œ# œ œ# œn

Jœn
.œ œb œ

He has gone to the shore to cleanse him - self.

∑

œœ# ‰
.
.œœ

.

.œœ
b
b .

.J
œ
œ ≈ ‰

œ ‰
.œb .œ .

Jœ# ≈ ≈ rœ
œ.
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&

?

Odysseus
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Sailor I

Pno.

f374

‰ ‰ Jœ Jœ#
>
œ Jœ

> œb œb> ‰
Oh foo - lish, foo - lish act!

374

∑

374

∑
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Œ . œœœb .
‰ œœœ. œœœ#n# .

‰ œœœ.
œœœnn .
œœœ# .
‰
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œ.
œ
œ
#
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‰ œœ
.
‰ œœ
. œ
œ
.
‰
œ
œ
. œ
œ
b
b
. œ
œ
b
b
. œ
œ
. œ
œ
.

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

∑

Ó . Œ . ‰ ‰ Jœb

We'll

Œ . œ œ œ .œ# œ œ Œ .
But we can look for him!

Œ . jœœœ
b
# .
‰ ‰ jœœœn .

‰ ‰ œœ
b
b
œ
œn
œ
œ
n
n .
‰

2

œ
œ.
œ
œ.
Ó . œ

œ
œ
œ
#
#
œ
œ
.
‰
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(Tecmessa and the Sailors run off.)

(Odysseus watches them go, then soliloquizes.)
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ƒ
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∑
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Ó . Œ . ‰ ‰ . Rœ#
We'll

376 œ
Jœ
.œb œ œb œ œ

‰
search the shore, up and down!
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œœ.
œœb .
‰ œœ. œœn .

œœ. J
œœ# . ‰ ‰ œœ. œœb

. ‰

376 œb . œ. ‰ œ# . œn . œ# . Jœ
. ‰ ‰ œ# . œ
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‰

ƒ
Ó . Œ . œ# ‰

Yes!

œ# .œ œ# Jœ
œ .Jœ ≈ ‰ Œ .

find him, and bring him back!

∑

..œœb ..œœ# ..œœ œœ.
œœ#n . œœ.
œœ.
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J
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œ
.
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œ
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. œ
œ.
≈ œœ.
œ
œ.
œ
œ.
œ
œ.
œ
œ.

&

&

?

815

815

815

Tecmessa

Pno.
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378 œ œ œ ‰ ‰ œ# œ œn ≈ Rœb
œn œ œ Jœb ‰ ‰

Hur - ry, friends! To the shore as fast as we can!

378 jœœb .
‰ ‰ œœœb .

œœœ#n .
‰ œœœn .

œœœ.
‰

jœœœ. ‰ ‰ œœœnb
œ# œœœ## œ# œœœb œn
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œ
#
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‰ ‰ œ
œ
n
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œ
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Pno. P

379 œœœ# œ œœœb œ
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œ
J
œœœ
‰ ‰ Œ . ‰ ‰ œœb œœb

jœœ# ‰ ‰
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œ
œ.

œ
œ.
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œ
#
# .
‰ ‰ ‰ jœ

œ.
‰ ‰ ‰

œ œ J
œ
‰ ‰

p
‰ ‰ œœnb œœ

jœœb ‰ ‰ ‰ ‰ œœb œœb
jœœn#
‰ ≈ rœœœ.
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œ
#
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q»∞™381

‰ jœb œb œ œ# .jœn ≈
I wish you well, friends,

381

˙̇̇#b œ .œ œœ# œœ#
381

˙b
œœ ..œœ œn œ#

Jœb .

F

‰ . rœ# .œ# œ# .
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(He exits, as lights fade to black.)
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(During this interlude, the set is changed to a place on the shore, barren except  for a single clump of bushes upstage.)
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(Ajax enters, sword in hand, and crosses behind the clump of bushes, where he carefully plants 
the handle of the sword in the ground, tamps down the earth around it, and stands  testing the 
edge of the upraised blade.)

(Lights come up slowly on the scene at the shore.)
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(With his back to the audience, he impales himself on the blade and collapses behind the bushes.)

(The Sailors enter, looking frantically around them.)
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(As they exit, Tecmessa enters.)

(Crossing behind the bushes, she 
sees Ajax's body and screams.) (The Sailors quickly re-enter.)

(As she kneels over the body, the Sailors rush over to her.)
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Oh hor - ri - ble!
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.œ œb œ œ ‰ Œ .

and bu - ry that sword.
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And so he has done.
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(Odysseus enters quickly and stops 
short on seeing them.)
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But not for the rea - son we thought.
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Ah! I can see in your fa - ces
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‰ œœn œœ#

jœœbn .
‰ œœ œœb

œb ..
œœb
..
‰ Jœ#
. ‰ ‰ œ.. ‰ œ œn Jœb

.. ‰ œ œ
Jœ# .

75



V

?

&

?

Odysseus

Sailor II

Pno.

f457

‰ ‰ . Rœ œ# Jœ
.œ# œ œ Jœ ‰ ‰

I came as fast as I could,
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œœb# .
œœ.
œœ.
œœ.
œœ.
œœ.

457 œ#
.
œ
.
œ
.
œ
.
œ
.
œ
.
œ. œ. œ. œ. œb . œ. œn . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.Jœ.

f

œb .œb œ Jœ œ ‰ . œn œ œ œ œ ‰
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and o - thers who hate your mas - ter.
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He is dead by his own hand.
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(Odysseus crosses to Tecmessa and looks
down at her.)
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and for us!
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and for us!
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(She looks up at him weakly.)
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to you I pledge the same.
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Then may the gods re - ward you!
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480

œœœ# .
œœœ.
‰ œœœb .
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
jœœœbn .
‰ ‰

480 œ# . œ. ‰ œn
. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. Jœb

.
‰ . Rœ

F

f

Œ . .œ# œ œ œ Œ .
Come, ma-ri-ners,

Œ . œœœœb .
œœœœ.
œœœœ.
œœœœ.
œœœœ.
œœœœ.
œœœ# .
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ#n . œœœ. œœœ. œœœ.

œœœ## .
œœœ.

.

.
œ
œ
#
#
œœn œœb .
œœb .
jœœb .
Œ œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ# . œ. œ. œ. œ. œ.

V

&

?

89

89

89

812

812

812

815

815

815

Odysseus

Pno.

482

œ .œ œ# œ .œ œ œ# œn ‰
take up the bo - dy and bear it

482 jœœœ# .
‰ ‰ jœœœb# .

‰ ‰ œœœ.
≈ œœœ#n .

œœœ## .
œœœ#nn .

482

Jœb
.
‰ ‰ J

œ.
‰ ‰

œ. ≈ œb
. œ. œ.

‰ . œb œ œ œ .œ œ œ œ# œ œ ‰
to where A - chil - les was laid in the ground.

J
œœœn#
. ‰ ‰

jœœœb# .
‰ ‰ œœœb .

œœœ
b
.
‰ œœœ
#
#n .
œœœ
n
#n .
œœn .
œœœ.

Jœ#
. ‰ ‰ Jœ

. ‰ ‰ œ. œ. ‰ œ. œn . œœb
.. œb .

80

(As the Sailors start to lift up Ajax's body, Agamemnon enters.)
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The two shall rest side by side,
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(The Sailors let go of the body.  Tecmessa rises.)
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poco meno mosso

491

‰ œ œ# œ# œ ≈ ‰ . Rœ
œ œ œ

A - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -ga - mem - non? You've fol - lowed me?

∑

491

jœœœb# .
‰ ‰ . rœœœnn .

jœœœ.
‰ Œ

491 jœ
œ.
‰ ‰ .

rœ
œ
#
# . J
œ
œ
. ‰ Œ

f

∑

‰ . Rœ
œ œ#

3œ œb œ œ œ

To - - - - - - -see what mis - chief you're up to.

jœœœ# .
‰ Ó .

J
œœ#b
. ‰ Ó .

V

&

?

812

812

812

Odysseus

Pno.

F

Pf

q.»¢•
493

Œ . ‰ ‰ jœ œ# œ# œ œ ‰
No mis - chief, my lord.

493 jœœœb .
≈ œœn# œœ œœ# ..œœb ..œœ#n œœ œœ œœ#

493

J
œœ#
.
≈ œ# œ

œ .œn .œ œ
Jœ
.

‰ ‰ jœ .œ .œ œ# jœ œ œ ‰
I on - ly wish to hon - or

œœb ‰ ..œœb
..œœn œœ# œœ œœ#

jœ# . ‰ ‰ Ó
. ‰ ‰

J
œ
œ
.
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89

89

89
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Odysseus
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Pno. f

495

‰ ‰ Jœb
œ œ# œ œb œ ‰ Œ .

a man I've ad mi - red.

∑

495

œœb ‰ ..œœb œœn œœ# œœb œœ# .
œœ# .
œœ#n .

495

œ
œ. œœ.

‰
J
œ
œ
b
b
.
‰ ‰

jœ
œ.
‰ œœ# œœ# œœ#

. œœ# . œœn
.

ƒ

∑

‰ ‰ . Rœ
œ> œ ‰

Ad - mi - red?!

œœb . œœ# .
‰ ‰ ‰ œœœb œœœb

œœ#
. œœb . ‰ ‰ ‰ œ œb
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497

‰ ‰ jœ .œb œb œ œ Jœ# œ

A man who would have mur - dered

497

œœœ#b .
œœœ#n .
‰ ..œœnb > .œn ..œœ#n > .œ

497

œ.. œ. ‰
.œ .œ#

œ> ‰ œ œb> ‰ œ# œ œn
> œ ‰

you, my - self, and my bro - ther,

..œœn> .œ# ..œœ## > .œ ..œœn> .œ#

.œ .œ# .œ
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812

812

89

89

89

89

Odysseus

Agamemnon

Pno. f fF

rit.499

∑

‰ ‰ Jœb
.œb .œb œ œ œ Jœb ‰ ‰

had not some god in - ter - vened?

499

œœœ## .
œœœ.
‰ ..˙˙# .˙b œœnb . œœn# .

œœn .

499 œ
œ
. œ
œ
b
b
.
‰ .œ .œ# œœ. œœb . œœ# .

Fq.»¢¢

P

Ó. ‰ ‰ œb œb œb ‰
It is true;

∑

œœœ# .
œœœ#b .
‰ Œ ‰ ..œœn œœnb œœb œœb

œ
œ
n
n
. œ
œ
.
≈ rœ œ. œb . œ.

.œb œ
œœb œœ#
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?
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89

89

812

812
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Odysseus

Pno.

501

‰ . œ œn œ œ# jœ# .
Jœ ≈

he was pos-sessed by rage.

501

œœœb .
œœœ# .
‰ œœœbn œœœb œœœ# .

‰ œœœnbn œœœbn œœœ# .
‰

501

œœ.
œœb .
‰

œ œb œb . ‰
œ# œn œn .

œ œ#
F

‰ ‰ jœb œn œb œ œ .œ œ œb ‰
But now he can do us no harm.

...œœœ#
...œœœ# ...œœœ## œœœn ‰

.œ .œb .œ œ#
œ œ#
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503

‰ ‰ Jœn
œ# Jœ#

œn> œn ‰ œ> œ ‰
So why af - lict him fur - ther?

∑

503

œœœbb
‰ œœœ.
œœœ.
‰ œœœ## .

‰ œœœ#n œœœ## J
œœœbnn
.. Œ

503

œ ‰ œ
. œ# .
‰
œ. ‰ œ# œ œ# .

‰ œœ
n . œ
œ
.

ƒ

∑

‰ ‰ jœ
jœ#
>
‰ ‰ œ> ‰ . œb> Jœ

> ‰ ‰
Are you, too, - pos - sessed?

Œ ‰ œœb . œœb . œœn . œœ# .
‰ œœb# . œœb . œœb . œœ.

‰ œœ# œœn œœbn .
œœnb .
œœb .
œœb .

œ
œ
#
#
. œ
œ
. ‰ œ
.. œ. œb . œ. ‰

œ. œn . œ. œ# . ‰ œœb œb œœ#
. œb . œœ
.. œn .
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?

Agamemnon

Pno.

505

‰ ‰ œ œn œ#> œ .œ œ# œ> œ ≈‰ Œ .
I have gi-ven an or-der!

505

œœ# .
œœ# .
‰ jœœœn .

Œ œœœb# .
‰ œœb œœ œœbn ...

œœb ...
œœb ...
œœnb ...
œœbn ...
œœ...

505 œœb . œœ# . ‰
J
œ
œ
b
b
.
‰ ‰ œœn
. ‰ œb œn œœb

. œ. œœbb
. œ. œœn . œb .

F

‰ ‰ Jœb
œn œ œ œ œb œ œ ‰

As pun- ish - ment for his crime

œœb .
œœb .
‰ œ.. œ.. œ.. œ.. œ.. œ.. œ# .. œ.. œ.. œ.. œ.. œ.. œœ# .. œœ.. œœ.. œœ.. œœœn# ..

œœœnn ..

œ
œ
#
# .
œ
œ.
‰ œœ#
.. œœ.. œœ.. œœ.. œœ.. œœ.. œœ.. œœ.. œœ.. œœ.. œœ.. œœ.. œ. œ. œ. œ. œ

œ
n
n
. œ
œ
#
#
.
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507

‰ . œn œ# œ# Jœ# œ
.œ œ œ œ œ œn ‰

and an ex-am - ple to all the ar - my

507

œœœ#b .
œœœ#n .
‰ œœœn#n .

œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ#n .
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœb# .
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ.
œœœ#n .
œœœ## .

507 œ
œ
. œ
œ
.
‰ Ó . ‰ ‰ œ

œ.
œ
œ.

ƒ

‰ ‰ Jœ
œn œn œn œb œb œ œ ‰

his corpse shall be left on this beach

œœœ# .
œœœb .
‰ œœœb . œœœbb .

œœœ.
‰ œœœbn# . œœœnnb . œœœn .

‰ œœœb# .
œœœnb .
œœœbn .
‰

œ
œ
#
# .
œ
œ.
‰ jœ
œ.
‰ ‰ jœ

œ.
‰ ‰ jœ

œ.
‰ œ# . œ# .
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∑

‰ ‰ Jœn
œn

Jœ J
œ# œ œ œb ‰

to feed the hun - gry sea - birds!

509

∑

509

∑

509

∑

509

Œ . œœœb .
œœœb .
œœœ.
‰ œœœn . ‰

œœœ## .
jœœœbn# .
‰ ‰

509

œ
œ.
œ
œ
#
# .

‰ jœ
œ.
‰ ‰ œ

œ.
‰ œ
œ.

jœ
œ.
‰ œ# . œ# .

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

f ƒ

‰ œb Ó .
No!

Ó . ‰ ‰ Jœ
œ ‰

And you,

‰
œ

Œ . Ó .
No!

‰
œ

Œ . Ó .
No!

‰ œ# Œ . Ó .
No!

Œ . ‰ .
œb . œ. œ# . œ. œn .

‰ ‰ ≈
œ# . œ# . œ.

jœ
œ.
‰ ‰ jœ

œ
n
n .
≈ œœ# .
œœ# .
œœ# .
œœ# .
œœbn . Œ ≈ œœn

. œœ#
. œœ# .

?
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?

Agamemnon

Pno.

511

‰ ‰ Jœ#
œ# .œ œn œ ‰ Œ .

his co - horts in crime,

511

œ.. œn .
‰ jœ# ..

‰ ‰ jœ# .. ‰ œœb œœb œœnb . œœ.
œœn .
œœnb .
œœb .
œœnb .

511 œœb . œœ#
. ‰ J

œœb
.

‰ ‰ J
œ
œ
.

Œ œ
œ.

œ
œ.

œ
œ
#
# .
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œ#>
Jœn
œ> Jœ

œn> œ ‰ ‰ ‰ Jœ#

you shall now be gi - ven as

512

œœœn# .
œœœb .
‰ œœ. œœb .

‰ œœbn .
‰ œœb œœb œœbn .

œœ.
œœnb .
œœb . œœnb . œœ#n .

512 jœ
œ.
‰ ‰ œb

. œ.. ‰ Jœn
..
‰ ‰ œ

œ.
œ
œ
#
# .

œ
œ
n
n ..

Jœ
> œ œ œ# œ œ>

Jœn œ ‰
bond - slaves to some loy - al Greek.

jœœœn .
‰ œœ# . œœ# .

jœœ.
‰ ‰ œœn . œœnb .

‰ œœ# œœ# œœ# .
œœ#n .
œœ.
œœ# .

jœ
œ
#
# ...
‰ œ# . œ. Jœ

..
‰ ‰ œ# .. œ

.
‰ œ
œ
#
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œ
œ.
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514

‰ œ ‰ ‰ Jœ
.œ# œ œ œ œ ‰

No! O - dys - se-us, help us!

∑

514

‰ œ ‰ ‰ Jœ#
.œ œ œ œb œb ‰

No! O - dys - se-us, help us!
514

‰
œ#

‰ ‰ J
œ .œ# œ œ œ œ ‰

No! O - dys - se-us, help us!

514

‰ œb ‰ ‰ Jœn
.œ œb œ œ# œ# ‰

No! O - dys - se-us, help us!

514 jœœœ
#
# .
‰ ‰

jœœœ# .
‰ ‰ Œ . ‰ ‰ .

R
œœœ##
.

514 jœ
œ
n
n .
‰ ‰ jœ

œ
n
n .
‰ ‰ Œ . ‰ ‰ . rœ

œ.

F

P

∑

Ó . ‰ ‰ . rœ œ# ‰
My lord,

∑

∑

∑

J
œœœ
n . Œ ..œœb ..œœ# œœ œœ# œœ#

jœ
œ
#
# .
‰ . rœ œ œ# œ .œ œ œ œn
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‰ ‰ œ œ .œ# œ œ œ œ# œ œ ‰
may I speak to you as a friend?

∑

516 ..˙̇b œœnn J
œœ œœ# œœ# . œœ## .

516 .˙# œn Jœ#
œ œœn . œœn

.

f

P

∑

‰ ‰ Jœ œ#
œ œ# .œ œ œ .Jœ ≈ ‰

No friend would op - pose me in this.

jœœœb# .
‰ ‰ œœœ#bn .

œœœ#n .
‰ jœœœnnn .

‰ ‰ jœœœ#b .
≈
œ# œ œ

J
œœ
. ‰ ‰ œ. œb . ‰ Jœb

. ‰ ‰ jœ. ‰ ‰
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Œ . œ œ œ# .œ œb œ ‰ ‰ . rœ#
Then as a sup - pli - ant, be -

518 ..˙̇## œœn œœ œn .œ# œ œ

518 .˙ œb œ œœn ..œœb

œn œ œ ‰ . œ œ# œn œ œ ‰ Œ .
sea - ching you - to re - con - sid - er.

..œœb ..œœb œœ# œb œn œ œn œ#œb

.œb .œ œ# ‰ .œ#
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520

‰ ‰ œ œ# œ Jœb J
œn œ œb œn ‰

As I look on fal - len A - jax,

520 ..œœn
..˙̇#b œ

œ œœnb œœ
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.œn .˙ œ œ œb
‰ ‰ Jœ#.

œ#
.
‰ œ
.

F

‰ ‰ œb œb œ Jœ#
œ .œn œ Jœ œ

and on these, his strick - en sur - vi - vors,

œ
œ
b
# ‰ œœn# œ

œ
b
#
œœ
..œœ ..œœ#

œ ‰ œ# œ œ .œb œb œ
œ
n
n .
œ
œ.Jœn

.
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Œ . ‰ ‰ jœ œ Jœ#
.œ# .œ

I know that one day

522

Œ . ..˙˙ .˙# ..œœ .œb
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œ
œ
#
# .
œ
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œ
œ.

jœ
œ
b
b .
‰ ‰ Œ . ‰ ‰ jœ

œ
#
# .

œ#
Jœ#
.œ# .œ# œ# œ# ‰ Œ .

I could be where they are,

..œœ .œb ..œœ# .œ
..œœn .œ# ..œœ# .œ

jœ
œ.
‰ ‰ Œ . œ

œ.
‰ . œ
œ
b
b .
œ
œ
b
b .
œ
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n .
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piu mosso

524

‰ ‰ œn œn œn
Jœn Jœn œ Œ .

and my needs like their needs.

∑

524

..œœbb .œ ..œœb .œ# ..œœ#n .œ ‰ ‰ œœœ#
. œœœbnn
.

524 jœ
œ.
‰ ‰ Œ . ‰ ‰ .

rœ
œ
n
n .
œ
œ
#
# .
œ
œ.
œ
œ.
œ
œ.

q.»∞™

f

piu mosso
∑

‰ œb œ œ œ œ œ#> Jœn
.œ#> œ œ

So it's real - ly your - self you're thin - king of!

jœœœn# .
‰ ‰ jœœœb .

‰ ‰ jœœœb# .
‰ ‰ œœœbn .

‰ ≈ œœœn .

jœ
œ
b
b .
‰ ‰ Œ . Œ . ‰ ‰ . Rœn
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526

‰ ‰ jœ# .œ .œ#
> .œ# œ œ ‰

Whom else could I think of?

∑

526

œœœ#b .
œœœ#n .
‰ ...œœœbn

...œœœ#n œœœnb ‰ œœœn œœœbb

526

œ
œ
n
n .
œ
œ
#
# .
‰ œ
œ.
œ
œ
#
# .
‰
jœ
œ
#
# .
‰ ‰ œœ

. ‰ œb œ

f

q.»∞™

F

∑

‰ ‰ œ œ# œ œ œ œ ‰
Then your mo - tive in this

jœœœ
‰ ‰ ..œœb# œœ œ œœ#n

Jœb ‰ ‰
..œœ œœ œœœ# œœn#
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∑

‰ ‰ Jœ#
œn

Jœb
œb> œ ‰ Œ .

is bald self - in - terest.

528

œœ# .
œœ.
‰ œœœbb .

œœœ.
‰ œœœbnn .

‰ œœ# œœ# œœn# œœn œœ## œœ#

528 œœb . œœnb . ‰ œ. œ# . ‰ œn . ‰ œ œ# œ œ# œ œ
Jœ.

Pq.»¢•
‰ ‰ jœ# œ# .œ# œ œ œb ‰

I free - ly con- fess it.

∑

..˙̇b œœ œœbn œœn

.˙# œ œ œ#
Jœ. ‰ ‰ Œ . œ#

.
‰ œ#
.
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‰ ‰ jœn
jœn œ œb Jœ

and there - fore ask that

530 ..˙̇# œœn œœ œœb

530 .˙ œ# œ# œ#œ#
.
œ
. ‰ Œ . ‰ œ.

œb
.

œ#> œ œ .œ
> œb œ .

Jœ ≈ ‰
you be the gen - e - rous one.

..œœb ..œœ# ..œœ œœn œœnb œœb

.œ .œb .œ œ œ œ#Jœ. ‰ ‰ Jœb . ‰ ‰ ‰ ‰
Jœ.

‰ ‰ jœb œb œ œ .œ

In yiel -ding to me,

œœb
. œœ#
. ‰ ..œœ# œœ œœ œœ#

œœn
.

œœnb
.
‰ ..œœ# œœ œb œ#

Jœ.

89

(Agamemnon looks down at Ajax's body for a moment, then at Tecmessa and the Sailors, then back at Odysseus.)
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533

∑

œ> œ# œ Jœ# œ .œ> œn œ
you win the mo - ral vic - to - ry.

533

∑

533

∑

533

∑

533 ..œœ# ..œœ ..œœ#

533 .œ .œ# .œ
Jœ.
‰ ‰ Jœ. ‰ ‰

œb
.
‰ . œ
œ.

f

f

f

f

‰ ‰ Jœ
œ# ‰ œ œn œb œb œ

‰
Oh yield! Yield, A - ga - mem - non!

∑

‰ ‰ Jœ
œ# ‰ œ œn œ œ œ ‰

Oh yield! Yield, A - ga - mem - non!

‰ ‰ Jœb
œ

‰
œ# œ œn œ œ

‰
Oh yield! Yield, A - ga - mem - non!

‰ ‰ Jœ
œ ‰ œ# œ# œ# œ œ ‰

Oh yield! Yield, A - ga - mem - non!

∑
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‰ ‰ jœœœb
œœœ#
‰ œœœ## œœ#n œœ#n

œœœnb .
œœœ.
‰
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œ
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œ.
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œ.

‰ ‰ œœ œœb
œœœb .
œœœ.
‰ ‰ jœœœ# .

‰ ‰ ‰ œœbn .
œœb .

.

.
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œ.
‰ ‰
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œ
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n .
‰ ‰ ‰ œ. œ.
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‰ ‰ œ œ .œ# .œb œ œn ‰
It is no small mat - ter

537

...˙˙˙ œœœb# œœœ œœœ#n#
537 .˙b œ œ# œn

F f

‰ . œb œ œ œ .œ œ# œ .œn œ œ œ ‰
for a com - man - der to take back an or - der.

...
jœœœ#
≈ ‰ jœœœb

‰ ‰ jœœœ#
‰ ‰ œœœ#n ‰ œœœb œœœ##

.Jœb ≈ ‰ Jœ ‰ ‰ J
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Œ . ‰ œn œ# œ# .œ#

But let you pledge

539

œœœ#
œœœ
œœ# ..œœb œœœn# œœœ# œœœb

539

œ œ œœb .
.œœbn œ œ# œn

.œ .œ œb œ œ
Jœn

Full loy - al - ty in

œœœn# œœœb œœœb
..œœ#b ..œœ œœn# œœbn

œ œn œ ..
œ
œ

..œœ# œœ# œœb
F

.œ .œ œ#
Jœ
œ

‰
all things yet to come,

..œœb
..œœ œœ## œœ œœ

. œœn# . œœ# .

..œœb
.
.œœb œœ# œœ œœb
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.
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(Agamemnon abruptly exits.)

(Not  turning back; grudgingly)

(He starts to exit, but  Odysseus stops him.)
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(Odysseus crosses quickly
to the Sailors.)

(Lights come up on the raised
platform where Athena appears.)

(He and one Sailor lift Ajax's legs and the other two lift him under
 the arms.  They lay the body across their shoulders.  Tecmessa kneels
before Odysseus and kisses his hand.)
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(Odysseus and the others look up
toward the voice.)
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(As Athena looks down on them with an approving smile,
Odysseus lifts Tecmessa to her feet..  She turns and leads
the four men bearing Ajax's body off in a solemn procession.)

(Lightx fade slowly to black.)
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