Martin Halpern
The Boy from Deerfield: Chamber Opera in One Act
(See Program Note for Cast and Setting)

(At rise, the moon shines on an empty stage. Then the
triangular prow of a dory, steered by a large Ferryman with an
upright oar, approaches the landing. Behind him stands Jonah,
a sturdily built eighteen year old wearing a plain rustic coat,
deerskin breeches, green stockings and a three-cornered hat. A
J: 44 Misterioso deerskin wallet is slung around his shoulders)
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(The moment the dory arrives at the landing, Jonah jumps out
and looks around him with great excitement, as the Ferryman
ties the dory to a post)
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(Jonah fumbles in his wallet, draws

out a silver coin, and hands it to the
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He's go-ing to make merich and im-por-tant too.

richand ver-y im-por - tant man.
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(Two British soldiers, bearing muskets, enter left amd stand observing them.

The First soldier has a printed notice in his hand)
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(He fumbles in his wallet, draws out a letter

and hands it to Soldier I)
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(Jonah stares at the flag a moment longer.

then turns back to her)
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(Stroking his shoulders)
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(Suddenly, at the upper window of the mansion, hands are

seen hanging out a large flag with a picture of a rattlesnake

and the words "Tread on me no longer," which completely covers
the lion and unicorn. Seeing the flag, the Prostitute recoils)
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(She rushes back into the house
and slams the door shut)

(Jonah stares after her, dumbfounded,
then turns and sees the flag)
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(The Colonel comes out the
door of the mansion)
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(Turning on him indignantly)
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(He points at the upstairs
window, where hands are seen

hanging out a smaller version of -40 -
the rattlesnake flag, which covers
o (Jonah turns to see the flag,
the union jack) . oo
J as the window is quickly closed)
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(The tavern door is pushed open, and the Colonel emerges, followed
by a crowd of men waving drinking mugs and small rattlesnake flags
and chanting loudly)
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You'll tread on us no long-er! You'll tread on us no long-er!
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(As Jonah and the Clergyman retreat down right, The Colonel, flanked by two of the men,
crosses quickly up to the front of the mansion and turns to harangue the crowd)
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(To the Clergyman)
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threatening faces of the men, then briefly
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(One of the men, crossing quickly to
Jonah and holding his flag out to him)

The upstairs window of the brick house
is pushed open, and the Prostitute puts
her head out and watches)
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Take it and save your-self, boy. (All the men, closing in on Jonah)
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(The Clergyman, hearing the shouting, );z =52
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(As the sound gradually comes nearer, the
Prostitute, from her high vantage point, lets
out a muffled cry)
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(Now the Colonel sees
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Here he  comes! Your kins - man, boy!
. (Jonah, his view blocked by the men,
(Now the Clergyman sees it too) tries to push his way past them)
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(As the Men draw back, a red cart is pushed onstage
by the Two Soldiers, no longer in uniform. The Fife
player enters behind them. In the cart sits Major
Molineux, tarred and feathered from head to foot,
his red uniform in tatters, and shaking with terror.
On seeing him, Jonah screams)
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(With great difficulty, the Major lifts himself
up in the cart and points a trembling finger h ilina. d
at the flag in Jonah's hand) (Jonah, recoiling, drops
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(As the Men and the Soldiers laugh raucously, the Clergyman
rushes over to pick up the flag Jonah has dropped and holds
it out to the Major) J
=60
306
A I P
)rl N b {; I. y — 2 (Y] Il\ id v @ I/\ o/ y 2 e
[ fan) I/ I ] PN i W o | | 4 i PN
A\NV = 3 | — I AY | 4 I I AY
d o —
Here sir, take this! and live!
306

Ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha ha-ha-ha-ha ha! -
306
Ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha-ha ha-ha-ha-ha ha! -

306

J_GO 37 e
306 -
‘,o [0 r gl |F k& rﬁ
7 = =~ *t i T I N—Y  a—" .
O 197 gL i T L
D) m == v bi T =" "
31
306
2~ PO— e L D
=<y =  ——1 L = e
i % i i ] ) — y—. |
L ; V | ! 74 V




(Rushing over to them)
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| (The Major takes the flag and
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(Then he steps out of the cart, throws the
311J J flag down and tramples on it)
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You heard what he said, men!
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You heard what he said!
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(Some of the men grab hold of the Major and start to )
drag him toward the ferry dock. Jonah and the Prostitute The Colonlel, seeing the
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322~ o the dory arrives at the dock.)
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(The Clergyman rushes over to the Ferryman and
thrusts a coin into his hand)
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Boat-man, here's a crown. Once you rowed him here in state.
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Save him, please, in the name of God!
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(The Colonel pushes the
Clergyman aside and hands
the Ferryman another coin)
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(As the Major looks up with a glimmer of hope,
the Colonel draws his sword and points it at the moon)
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And thrusts it three times into the Major, who
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(As the Men laugh raucously again, Jonah and
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(To the Ferryman, sheathing his sword)
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(The Ferryman pockets both coins,
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(The men and the soldiers watch the Ferryman drag

the body for another moment)
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Come, men, back to the tav-ern! There's work  to do!
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(Then they turn and file past the Colonel into the tavern)
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Thus ev-er with ty-rants! He'll tread on us no long-er!
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Thus ev-er  with ty-rants! He'll tread on us no long-er!
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(The Clergyman takes him gently
by the shoulders)
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(Glancing over at the Fife Player)

(The Fife Player nods
slightly in the affirmative,
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(Jonah and the Prostitute enter her house.
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