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The Proposal
Chamber Opera in One Act, freely based on the play by Anton Chekhov

by Martin Halpern

Characters:
Stepan Stepanovich, a landowner in his middle fifites; baritone

Ivan Vassilievich, a neighboring landlowner in his early thirties; tenor
Nataliya Stepanovna, Stepan's daughter, in her early thirties; soprano
Time: the late nineteenth century
(Lights come up slowly on the front room of Stepan's home. Downstage, two easy chairs

with small tables beside them. Upstage, a table containing a vodka decanter and vodka glasses.
The front door stage left, with a coatrack beside it. A door to the rest of the house stage right.)
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(A knocking at the front door.. Stepan enters quickly through the other door,
crosses to the front door and opens it. Ivan stands there, wearing a winter coat
8 over formal dress.)
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(Copyright by the composer, 2009)
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(Ivan enters. Stepan closes
1 the door behind him.)
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(Taking off his coat)

How have you been, Step - an Step-an

(Taking the coat from him
and hanging it on the coatrack)
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Oh reas-on-ab-ly well.
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Have you come from some  kind of par - ty?
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The fact is, I'm dressed like this be - cause I've come...
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| hes-i-tate to ask,

Some - thing
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0, (He sits in one of the chairs.)
D" A - 1L
{5 ] e =
ANV 1
? Thank you.
[ A S ] S N VAR 0 r R R
¥ 1 1 T L4 1 1 g | 1 T
4 Y T T |4
Well come, sit down and tell me. Will you take some lunch?
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No thanks. Though a lit - tle vod - ka might help.
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So ear - ly in the day? Well why not?
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(Crossing to the upstage table)
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It is a hol - i - day. I might e-ven join  you.
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(He pours vodka from the decanter into two glasses,
28 J crosses back to Ivan and hands him one of the glasses.)
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Here you are.
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A toast, to the new year.
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J (Both swig down the vodka. Stepan sits in the
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. other chair and lays his glass on the table.)
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May it be fruit - ful. Well now, | -van Vas - si - lie - vich,
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I've come to make a pro-po - sal.
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How en - ig-mat-ic! So what, ex-act-ly, are you pro-pos-ing?
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As I'm sure you know, for some years now I've been, as they say,
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Well the time has come for me to end all that.
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Her hand? You mean, in mar - riage?
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